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Preface 

In an attempt to contain the spread of COVID-19, governments around the world adopted exceptional measures, 
sometimes invoking emergency executive powers. Several countries pivoted towards highly securitised responses, 
declaring wars against the virus and treating COVID-19 as an ‘enemy to be defeated’. The military became 
symbols of the pandemic response in some cities, with tanks employed to patrol streets and security personnel 
involved in implementation of health protocol. Failure to comply with COVID-19 control measures was in many 
cases criminalised, with sanctions envisaged and enforced with little consideration for health and human rights 
consequences. Thousands of people were arrested and detained in overcrowded, unhygienic facilities or underwent 
degrading treatment and abuse as forms of punishment. 

For organisations working on sensitive public health issues, especially drug control, these trends are sadly familiar. 
Although drug use is primarily a matter of health and bodily autonomy, governmental as well as international 
responses to drugs have been overwhelmingly punitive, and have disproportionately targeted already vulnerable 
and marginalised communities. Far from safeguarding public health and security, the war on drugs has resulted in 
a vast increase in prison populations worldwide, a booming drug market, corruption, grave human rights violations, 
and a failure to effectively tackle HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis. 

A key lesson from drug policy is that punitive responses to health issues do not work; and that in times of emergencies, 
priority should be given to health-centred, human rights based interventions that respond to the needs of all 
communities, in particular people who are criminalised, stigmatised or marginalised.   

The findings of this report show that this lesson is as true for COVID-19 as it is for drug policy. Regrettably, many 
countries seem to have ignored this lesson at the most critical of times. We still have an opportunity to re-think 
COVID-19 responses, and to prioritise more effective and rights-based approaches.  

Naomi Burke-Shyne
Executive Director
Harm Reduction International
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Executive Summary

Following the declaration of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) as a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern on 30 January 2020 (WHO, 2020), a number of countries 
have turned to temporary COVID-19 laws or state of emergency 
ordinances to ensure rapid public compliance with health 
measures. These laws have been used to bypass bureaucratic 
regulations so as to expedite the allocation of additional 
resources or niche technical assistance for the emergency. Such 
laws have had the effect of securitising the COVID-19 response 
when state enforcement agencies such as police forces, the 
armed forces, border guards and intelligence services became 
involved in the decision-making and implementation of 
governments’ pandemic responses.

Among the countries analysed in this study, states of emergency 
were declared in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Philippines, while 
Singapore and Sri Lanka enacted temporary COVID-19 laws. 
Within these laws, COVID-19 health and travel protocols such as 
a movement control order, city lockdown, self-quarantine, social 
distancing, and contact tracing requirements were stipulated, 
with fines and prison terms enforced against those in non-
compliance. Politicians and/or security officials dominated the 
COVID-19 national task forces. Preliminary analysis indicated 
that law enforcement (police and the military) were given 
significant roles in the development and implementation 
of pandemic-control strategies, and that new tools were 
introduced to facilitate contact tracing that could potentially 
violate fundamental human rights. This early analysis pointed to 
the need for more research on the human rights implications of 
the responses as the crisis endured.  

Overall, this study reveals that emergency health protocols 
have provided cover to governments that sought to discipline 
their population over pre-existing matters at politically sensitive 
times, while passing these off as necessary interventions to halt 
the spread of the virus. Vulnerable communities such as migrant 
workers, refugees, ethnic minorities, the urban poor, people in 
detention, women and children have been disproportionately 
impacted by the securitisation of COVID-19 responses. This 
has further exposed them to health risks, abuses and rights 
violations, in some cases leading to death. 

In Indonesia, the lockdown measures have resulted in intensified 
policing over Papua’s long disgruntled ethnic minorities. Police 
have leveraged the health crisis to enter remote conflict zones 
under the guise of transporting cargo and medical personnel. 
In Malaysia, the pandemic has exacerbated longstanding 
discrimination targeted towards undocumented workers and 
refugees. These vulnerable groups have been denied access to 

health facilities, and face unjust detainment by the authorities. 
In the Philippines, strict policing and excessive movement 
restrictions have resulted in significant increase in abuses by law 
enforcement agencies, including excessive use of force, arbitrary 
detentions and extra-legal arbitrary and summary executions, 
with impunity. There has also been a recorded spike in mental 
health issues among young Filipinos. In Singapore, strict border 
controls prevented vulnerable communities from returning 
to their homelands prior to months of lockdown. This led to a 
spate of suicides among migrant workers, arising from months 
of strict quarantine in dormitories. In Sri Lanka, the military-led 
pandemic response has featured the excessive usage of drones 
for surveillance purposes, as well as the unjust designation of 
Tamil schools as quarantine facilities.

This report recommends a range of measures broadly divided 
into two areas. First, the de-securitisation of health responses, 
which can be achieved by ensuring that decision-making and 
implementing bodies are led and staffed by civilian public health 
experts. Crucially, in accordance with the principle of democratic 
control over law enforcement agencies and armed forces, the 
role of law enforcement should be limited to what is absolutely 
necessary and proportionate in the context of a health 
emergency. For example, executing day-to-day law enforcement 
operations and providing technical assistance, including the 
transportation of frontline workers and distribution of medical 
supplies. Expansion of their authority and functions requires 
accountability under national civil and criminal laws that are in 
alignment with international human rights standards. 

Second, even in the context of de-securitised pandemic 
response measures, special attention must be paid to the 
rights of vulnerable communities, who should not be victims 
of scapegoating on “national security” grounds or due to 
xenophobia. The protection of all of their rights, including 
their rights to health and non-discrimination on any grounds 
whatsoever, must be prioritised within public health policies and 
practices, including governments’ COVID-19 countermeasures 
and future health crises. 

This pandemic has underscored the importance of integrating 
fundamental and international human rights standards into 
health protocols during pandemics. With the trend of securitising 
health protocols, vigilance is required to ensure adherence with 
international standards. Laws and regulations implemented 
during a state of emergency must be proportionate, legal and 
justified to the crisis at hand. Special protections for inalienable 
rights of vulnerable communities must be safeguarded and 
mainstreamed in such measures. 
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1. Introduction

In the five countries under this study - Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Sri Lanka, COVID-19 temporary 
laws, emergency decrees, the formation of national task forces (which were often dominated by security personnel) 
and the surveillance and tracking of the movement of residents have spurred the securitisation of COVID-19 health 
protocols. Non-compliance with COVID-19 control measures was criminalised in many cases, with sanctions envisaged 
and enforced with little consideration for their health consequences. Arrests and restrictions were conducted without 
due consideration for one’s socio-economic status or nationality. Law enforcement were tasked with activities typical 
of health professionals, both in the management and in the implementation of the response. However, in many cases, 
this led to violence, abuse of force, and discrimination. Data collected through surveillance and contact tracing was 
shared within government agencies without adequate privacy protections. The report reviews these developments and 
evaluates the impacts on vulnerable communities, where the effects of law enforcement were exerted disproportionately 
onto them compared to the general population.

  a.  Scope and Methodology

The research for this baseline study was undertaken from 
15 January to 12 July 2021 and covers the period from 
March 2020 to July 2021. It identifies five Asian countries 
(Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Sri Lanka) 
as subjects of the study, because national governments 
across five countries have either introduced specific 
COVID-19 laws, or proclaimed a state of emergency to 
enhance their executive powers to manage the public 
health crisis. This occurred while there were allegations 
that vulnerable communities within these countries were 
subjected to abuses of power and rights violations.

The study is based on desk research, online interviews 
and discussions. The desk research draws from primary 
materials including domestic laws and emergency 
decrees, such as Indonesia’s Public Health Emergency 
Decree, Malaysia’s Emergency Ordinance, Movement 
Control Order (MCO) and the MCO Federal Government 
Gazette, Philippines’ Bayanihan to Heal as One Act, the 
COVID-19 Temporary Act of Singapore, and Quarantine 
and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance (QPDO) of Sri 
Lanka. Other primary sources consulted include news 
reports, UN reports and ICCPR General Comments. U.S. 
Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices were also examined. 

The interviews were undertaken with scholars and civil 
society members who are based in the five countries, 
examining how COVID-19 health protocols were enforced 
and what were the health impacts on vulnerable 
communities. Feedback on the draft report from Harm 
Reduction International staff and input from speaking 
engagements such as The Management of the COVID-19 
Pandemic in the Asia Pacific Region, organised by UNITE, the 
Asia Centre and HRI on 18 June 2021, was taken on-board 
for the report as well. 

This report reviews the temporary laws and emergency 
decrees in five Asian countries, the agencies that 
enforce such legislation and the use of surveillance and 
contact tracing technology. In doing so, it points to the 
securitisation of health protocols and evaluates the impact 
on marginalised populations and vulnerable communities 
across the five countries under study. The report ends with 
a set of recommendations to respond to the securitisation 
of pandemic management. The next chapter will review 
legal measures including COVID-19 legislation, state of 
emergency ordinances, government directives and the 
chronology of their implementation.
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  b.  The COVID-19 Pandemic

Table 1: Number of COVID-19 infections (as of 12 July 2021)

Country
Number of 
COVID-19 
Cases 

Number of 
Deaths 

Number of COVID-19 
Vaccine Doses 
Administered 

First Dose Fully Vaccinated 
(Population)

Indonesia 2,527,203 66,464 51.2M 36,193,076 14,969,330  
(Pop. 5.5%)

Malaysia 836,296 6,158 11.1M 7,649,848 3,425,645  
(Pop. 10.7%)

Philippines 1,473,025 25,921 12.9M 9,576,619 3,365,745  
(Pop. 3.9%)

Singapore 62,692 36 6.16M 3,895,149 2,267,975  
(Pop. 39.8%)

Sri Lanka 274,538 3,502 5.13M 3,754,422 1,354,170  
(Pop. 6.3%)

Source: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering, 2021; Rappler, 2021; Ministry of Health of Singapore, 2021; Our World in Data, 2021

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), as of 
5:29 pm CEST, 9 July 2021, there have been 185,291,530 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, including 4,010,834 deaths 
worldwide. As of 7 July 2021, a total of 3,078,787,056 
vaccine doses have been administered worldwide 
(WHO, 2021). It is imperative to note, however, that a 
majority of the vaccines administered were in vaccine-
producing nations, or in wealthy countries that possess 
the financial and political ability to sign agreements with 
pharmaceutical manufacturers to procure large doses of 
vaccines for themselves, ahead of these vaccines being 
made available to other countries (Khan, 2021). Several 
countries in Asia, including Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, and Sri Lanka faced difficulties in securing 
vaccine supplies due to the global shortage (BBC News, 
2021). This was compounded by a lack of financial ability 
to procure these vaccines prior to other countries (The 
Straits Times, 2021), thus impeding their vaccination 
efforts. With the world undergoing a vaccine apartheid, 
referring to the vaccination gap between high-income, 
low, and lower-middle countries (Reuters, 2021), China 
has intervened by offering the Sinovac vaccine as part of 
its ‘vaccine diplomacy’ agenda (Zhao, 2021). As of 12 May 
2021, Indonesia has purchased 125 million Sinovac doses 
(Westcott, 2021), with its pharmaceuticals company Bio 
Farma collaborating with China in becoming a regional 
Sinovac production hub, boosting domestic vaccine 
supplies amidst being one of the worst hit countries, by the 
coronavirus, in Southeast Asia (Soeriaatmadja, 2021). As of 
22 May 2021, Malaysia has purchased 15 million Sinovac 
doses (Noorshahrizam, 2021), with China contributing an 
additional 500,000 doses as of 16 June 2021 (Reuters, 

2021). As of 28 February 2021, 600,000 doses of Sinovac 
were donated from China to the Philippines, atop of 
the 25 million doses purchased from China separately 
(CNA, 2021), amid the Filipino government’s relatively 
slower acquisition of Sinovac compared to other regional 
governments. As of 28 June 2021, China donated an 
additional batch of Sinovac vaccines to the Philippines 
(The Star, 2021). On 23 February 2021, Singapore 
received its first shipment of Sinovac (CNA, 2021) under 
the advanced purchase agreement of 200,000 Sinovac 
vaccines established in 2020. As of 7 July 2021, Sinovac has 
been approved by the Singapore authorities for use, but 
individuals vaccinated with Sinovac will be excluded from 
the national vaccine tally due to “little data on (Sinovac’s) 
efficacy against new COVID-19 variants” (Lin, 2021). As 
of 9 June 2021, 3.1 million Sinovac doses have reached 
Sri Lanka (CGTN, 2021), with Sri Lanka announcing its 
intention to manufacture 13 million Sinovac doses locally 
starting in July 2021 (EconomyNext, 2021).

In Indonesia, the first two COVID-19 cases were officially 
reported on 2 March 2020 (Yulisman, 2020). Notably, 
commentators have questioned the authorities’ 
transparency about the spread of the virus in the country in 
the first months of 2020, pointing to the government focus 
on safeguarding the economy by downplaying the severity 
of the health situation (New York Times, 2020; Satrio, 2020). 
By 12 July 2021, there were 2,527,203 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, with 66,464 deaths recorded. 2,023,548 cases 
of infection have recovered (German-Indonesian Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce, 2021).  On 6 December 2020, 
the first batch of COVID-19 vaccines, comprising 1.2 
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million doses ordered from China’s Sinovac Biotech Ltd, 
arrived (Bangkok Post, 2020). The government began the 
COVID-19 vaccination program on 13 January 2021 with 
President Joko Widodo receiving the first shot (Cabinet 
Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia, 2021). On 8 March 
2021, Indonesia received the first 1,113,600 doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine (Unicef, 2021). By 31 March 2021, 
the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine was distributed to 
more than 8 million citizens and 3.7 million citizens for 
the second dose (Reliefweb, 2021). As of 12 July 2021, a 
total of 51,162,406 vaccine doses have been administered 
(Reuters, 2021).

In Malaysia, the first three COVID-19 cases were detected 
on 25 January 2020 (New Straits Times, 2020). By 19 April 
2021, there were 836,296 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 
with 6,158 deaths recorded. The number of recoveries 
amounted to 747,194 (Hirschmann, 2021). On 21 February 
2021, the first batch of 312,390 doses of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines arrived (Reuters, 2021). On 24 February 
2021, Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin first received 
the vaccine (The Straits Times, 2021). The Malaysian 
authorities have announced that they aim to complete 
vaccinations for 80% of Malaysia’s adult population by 
February 2022, dividing vaccination administration into 
three phases (Tan, 2021). However, state tensions with 
the federal government over vaccine supplies (Anand, 
2021) as well as an overall vaccination delay have slowed 
vaccination rates (The Straits Times, 2021). As of 12 July 
2021, a total of 11,075,493 vaccine doses have been 
administered (Reuters, 2021).

In the Philippines, the first COVID-19 case was confirmed 
on 20 January 2020 (WHO, 2020). As of 12 July 2021, there 
were 1,473,025 confirmed cases of COVID-19, with 25,921 
confirmed deaths (Reuters, 2021). 1,397,403 individuals 
were listed as recovered (Worldometers, 2021). As of 
19 January 2021, the Philippines announced that it had 
bought 20 million doses of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine, 
bringing the total supply of vaccine doses ordered from 
AstraZeneca, Novavax, Sinovac and Moderna to 72 
million doses (Reuters, 2021). As of 31 January 2021, it 
was reported that the Philippines would receive 117,000 
doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in mid-February, 5.5 
million to 9.3 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, 
and 50,000 Sinovac vaccines in February (CNA, 2021). As 
of 28 February 2021, the Philippines received 600,000 
Sinovac doses, and the vaccination for medical frontline 
workers commenced on 1 March 2021. On 4 March and 
7 March 2021, 487,200 and 38,400 AstraZeneca doses 
were donated respectively to the Philippines. As of 29 April 
2021, 1,562,815 individuals received their first dose, while 

246,986 received their second dose. As of 8 May 2021, the 
Philippines received over 2 million doses of AstraZeneca 
vaccines, and as of May 18 2021, the Philippines made its 
largest order of 40 million Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine doses 
(The Straits Times, 2021). The government intends to 
vaccinate two million to three million Filipinos per week 
by July 2021 (Jalea, 2021). As of 12 July 2021, 12,942,364 
vaccine doses have been administered (Reuters, 2021).

The first case in Singapore was confirmed on 23 January 
2020. By 12 July 2021, there were 60,852 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19, with 30 deaths recorded. 60,503 
were listed as recovered. In 2020, Singapore had made 
advanced purchase agreements for three vaccines, 
developed by Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna and Sinovac 
(Baker, 2021) respectively. This purchase was made ahead 
of the approval given by the Health Sciences Authority 
(Chong, 2021). Singapore received its first shipment of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech (Goh, 2021), Sinovac (Baker, 2021), and 
Moderna vaccine doses in late December, late February, 
and mid-March respectively, with the Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna vaccines being authorised and administered in 
vaccination centres. Vaccinations started on 30 December 
2020. As of 12 July 2021, the total number of vaccines 
administered amounted to 6,163,124, while 3,895,149 
people have received at least one dose of the vaccine, and 
2,267,975 completed the full vaccination regimen (Ministry 
of Health, 2021). Singapore is aiming to have two-thirds of 
the population vaccinated by 9 August 2021 (CNA, 2021), 
and have its entire population of roughly 6 million people 
vaccinated by the end of 2021 (Reuters, 2021). 

In Sri Lanka, the first COVID-19 case was detected on 27 
January 2020 (Colombo Page, 2020).  By 12 July 2021, 
there had been 273,031 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
with 3,467 deaths recorded and 244,437 recovered 
(Health Promotion Bureau, 2021). On 2 June 2021, the Sri 
Lanka Medical Association (SLMA) reported that hospitals 
were overwhelmed with symptomatic COVID-19 patients 
(SLMA, 2021). The AstraZenica vaccine was approved on 
22 January 2021 (The Week, 2021). On 29 January 2021, 
with 500,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccines donated 
by India, the vaccination program commenced, with 
priority given to frontline health workers (Xinhua, 2021), 
followed by members of the tri-forces, the police, and 
security forces (Himal Southasian, 2021). By mid-February, 
the vaccination for the general public began, prioritising 
those between 30 and 60 years of age (Himal Southasian, 
2021).  As of 12 July 2021, a total of 4,528,948 vaccine 
doses have been administered (Reuters, 2021). Sri Lanka 
has further expanded the scope of vaccines administered, 
with 50,493 people receiving the first dose of the Chinese 
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Sinopharm vaccine, 9,850 people receiving the second 
dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine, and 5,460 people 
receiving the first dose of the Sputnik vaccine on 12 May 
2021. This was partly driven by the reduced exports of 
the Indian-manufactured AstraZeneca vaccine, leading Sri 
Lanka to administer the Sinopharm and Sputnik vaccines 
during the second phase (Farzan, 2021). 

   c.   Types of Securitisation     
Responses 

Across all five countries, various degrees of securitisation 
can be observed in the pandemic responses implemented. 
A common narrative across these, and other, countries 
was the identification of COVID-19 as an enemy to be 
defeated, and of COVID-19 control strategies as wars 
or military campaigns (See, 2021); thereby justifying the 
consolidation of power by both the executive and of 
law enforcement. Other punitive strategies significantly 
focused on control and surveillance, sometimes at the 
expense of social support and even individual and public 
health. These responses can be broadly categorised into 
three primary approaches: militarised, securitised and 
blended-civil responses. 

‘Blended-civil’ responses refer to responses where health 
experts and elected officials are in charge of the national 
task force, with the police and military providing secondary 
support in terms of day-to-day law enforcement and 
niche technical assistance. Singapore is an example 
of a blended-civil response to COVID-19. ‘Securitised’ 
approaches focus on the police force leading the daily 
operations of COVID-19 health protocol enforcement, 
while a response is deemed as ‘militarised’ when the 
military provides overall leadership and directions for the 
implementation of health protocols; with both approaches 
treating the public health crisis as a public security threat. 
Indonesia and Malaysia are examples of implementing the 
securitised approach, while the Philippines and Sri Lanka 
are countries wielding the militarised approach.

As expounded on in Chapter 2, a common feature of 
COVID-19 responses in these, and other, countries, was 
the introduction of administrative or criminal sanctions 
for violating quarantines and other regulations. The 
enforcement of COVID-19 control measures through 
criminal law are problematic from both a human rights 
and a public health perspective. With regards to the 
former, punitive measures are only compliant if they are 
necessary and proportionate. In the case of COVID-19, 
it has been argued that social and economic support, 
community engagement, transparency and evidence-
based information sharing may achieve better results than 
the mere threat of sanctions (Sun & Zilli, 2020). 

Types of Securitisation Responses

The police lead 
daily operations 
of COVID-19 
health protocol 
implementation

The health 
experts and 
elected officials 
direct health 
protocol 
implementation

Source: Asia Centre & Harm Reduction International, 2021

The military 
provides overall 
leadership and 
direction for 
health protocol 
implementation

Militarised Securitised Blended-Civil
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  d.   International Standards and 
States of Emergencies

During the pandemic, countries found themselves 
encumbered with inter-ministry bureaucratic rigidity, 
limited compliance with control measures by the public, 
and strained public health infrastructures. Hence, some 
governments opted to declare a state of emergency 
to install executive decision making, simultaneously 
mobilising additional resources and manpower. In most 
cases, this involves the increased role of the police forces 
and the armed forces in public health decision-making 
and implementation. In some countries, state-of-the-art 
technology such as mobile apps, tracking devices, robots, 
drones or artificial intelligence (Estrin, 2021) were utilised 
by national intelligence services to conduct contact 
tracing and clinical surveillance of COVID-19 patients. 
These approaches collectively securitised the COVID-19 
response, raising concerns among the population. 
Additionally, the lack of training and experience law 
enforcement personnel possess in the public health sector 
may result in the heightened exposure of vulnerable 
communities when health protocols including movement 
control orders, community quarantines, and night curfews 
are enforced, based on the proclamation of a state of 
emergency. As examples in this report show, security 
personnel usually mistake health protocols for disciplinary 
measures, and this has resulted in law enforcement that 
borders on abuses and human rights violations.

United Nations human rights mechanisms, such as the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) and the Human Rights Committee, have 
provided clear guidelines on the application of emergency 
measures during the COVID-19 pandemic, including the 
Emergency Measures and COVID-19 Guidance (OHCHR, 
2021), which builds upon the standards elaborated in 
General Comment No. 29 on States of Emergency and 
the Siracusa Principles on the Limitation and Derogation 
of Provisions in the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ECOSOC, 1984), among others. It is 
emphasised that the paramount objective of a government 
declaring a state of emergency must be to maintain a 
return to a state of normalcy, where full respect of rights 
under the Covenant must be secured. This is articulated 
under Article 4 of the ICCPR, which states:

In time of public emergency which threatens 
the life of the nation and the existence of which 
is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the 
present Covenant may take measures derogating 

from their obligations under the present Covenant 
to the extent strictly required by the exigencies 
of the situation, provided that such measures are 
not inconsistent with their other obligations under 
international law and do not involve discrimination 
solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, 
religion or social origin. 

Hence, while temporary suspensions of or derogation 
from certain human rights could be acceptable under 
Article 4 of the ICCPR during public emergencies, General 
Comment No. 29 (OHCHR, 2001) states authoritatively that 
such action, as well as its material consequences, must be 
subject to a specific regime of safeguards. As stipulated 
in Article 4, paragraph 1, any derogations from the 
Covenant must fulfil a fundamental requirement, in that 
such measures are limited to the extent strictly required 
by the exigencies of the situation. This encompasses 
“the duration, geographical coverage and material 
scope of the state of emergency and any measures of 
derogation resorted to because of the emergency”. In 
other words, state parties must ensure that the principle 
of proportionality applies when instituting such measures 
in order to guarantee that provisions under the Covenant, 
no matter validly derogated from, are still applicable to the 
state parties’ behaviour. 

Although Malaysia and Singapore are not signatories to 
the ICCPR, rights guarantees were stipulated under the 
Constitutions of both countries, as well as international 
customary law. Besides, international standards such as 
the Siracusa Principles state that when the restrictions of 
rights are involved, countries must maintain the objective 
of mitigating a public health emergency, and the criteria 
of legality, evidence-based necessity, proportionality, and 
gradualism must be ensured.

Overall, the role of criminal law in enforcing health-related 
measures must be limited. Similar to the COVID-19 
pandemic (as this report will present), the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic evidenced how criminalising the exposure 
and transmission of infectious diseases exacerbates 
the violation of human rights, as well as prejudice and 
discrimination against those living (or suspected to living) 
with the disease, undermining public health outcomes 
(Sun & Zilli, 2020). In criminalising and perpetuating the 
discrimination against COVID-19, individuals are less 
incentivised to undergo COVID-19 testing, resulting in a 
prolonged health crisis. To successfully curb the spread 
of the virus, the enactment of evidence and rights-based 
legislation must be at the forefront of any protocol 
implemented.
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  e.   Cases of Vulnerable 
Populations Experiencing a 
Disproportionate Impact of 
COVID-19

The UN defines vulnerable populations as those that 
“live in poverty without access to safe housing, water, 
sanitation and nutrition and those who are stigmatized, 
discriminated against, marginalized by society and even 
criminalized in law, policy and practice” (United Nations 
Development Programme, 2021). Across social strata, 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and respective health protocols, 
have exacerbated the negative impacts experienced by 
vulnerable groups. Due to their already disadvantaged 
position, the marginalised, including women, migrant 
workers, refugees, and ethnic minorities (UN, 2020), 
amongst others, were exposed to health-related 
risks both from the pandemic and their governments’ 
securitised responses. The table below, though not 
exhaustive, highlights some of the high-risk populations 
that – according to our research – have experienced a 
disproportionate impact from the implementation of 
COVID-19 measures, compared to the general population.

In Indonesia, the pandemic has exacerbated the 
vulnerabilities of the ethnic minorities of West Papua, 
urban poor, and poor women, with figures estimated at 
753,399 (Arifin et al., 2015), 11.16 million (Samir, 2020) 
and 87.2 million (Data Commons, 2020; The Conversation, 
2020) respectively. Due to their lack of property and 

citizenship rights, these communities lack access to basic 
necessities and assistance packages, with the military 
even trespassing in remote conflict zones (International 
Coalition for Papua, 2021; Roziqin et al., 2021). 

In Malaysia, the vulnerable communities that experienced 
exacerbated vulnerability include migrant workers, 
undocumented migrants, and refugees, with figures 
estimated at two million, two to four million (Lee, 2020) 
and 178,920 (UNHCR, 2021). The lack of identification 
and citizenship rights that these communities face have 
resulted in poor access to medical facilities, immigration 
raids under the guise of COVID-19 control (Sukumaran & 
Jaipragas, 2020), unhygienic detention, and even COVID-19 
clusters surfacing from overcrowded detention facilities 
(The Straits Times, 2020). 

In the Philippines, vulnerable communities include 
LGBTQI+ individuals, the homeless, and Filipino youth. 
Exact statistics pertaining to the LGBTQI+ community are 
not published. The homeless were estimated at 4.5 million 
in 2018 (Chandran, 2018). The exact statistics pertaining 
to the Filipino youth are not published, but it is estimated 
that there are 30 million young people between the ages 
of 10-24 years old, accounting for 28% of the population 
(UNFPA, 2021). The militarised pandemic response has 
resulted in unfair assaults including gross violation of 
human rights, with inhumane punishments and even 
deaths occurring (See, 2021; Coronel, 2020; Santos, 2020).  

Country Vulnerable Populations

Indonesia
(Pop. 276,361,783)

In Indonesia, the ethnic minorities of West Papua, the urban poor, and poor and 
marginalised women reported a negative impact of COVID-19 measures. 

Malaysia
(Pop. 32,776,194)

Migrant workers, illegal migrants, asylum seekers and refugees were disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19 and related measures in Malaysia. 

The Philippines
(Pop. 110,882,462)

In the Philippines, the LGBTQI+ community as well as homeless people were 
disproportionately impacted by the implementation of COVID-19 measures. 

Singapore
(Pop. 5,896,686)

In Singapore, foreign domestic workers and migrant workers from Construction, Marine 
Shipyard, and Process sectors experienced negative impacts arising from the COVID-19 
measures. 

Sri Lanka
(Pop. 21,493,581)

In Sri Lanka, Tamils, Muslims, garment workers as well as prisoners were negatively 
impacted by the COVID-19 measures . 

Table 3: Vulnerable Populations

Source: Macrotrends, 2021
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In Singapore, vulnerable communities include migrant 
workers and foreign domestic workers (FDWs), with 
figures estimated at 323,000 (Illmer, 2020) and 247,400 
(Ministry of Manpower, 2020) respectively. Vaguely-
worded legislation and poor living facilities compounded 
the physical, emotional, and mental toll exacted unto 
both groups, resulting in suicide in some cases (Geddie & 
Aravindan, 2020; Wong, 2020). With the pandemic proving 
to have no end in sight, the new contact-tracing technology 
targeting these communities is particularly intrusive in 
retaining personal data for an indefinite period of time.

In Sri Lanka, vulnerable groups include the Tamils, 
Muslims, garment workers, prisoners, and the general 
population, with figures estimated at 2,270,924 in 2011 
(Department of Census and Statistics, 2011), 1,967,523 
in 2012 (Department of Census and Statistics, 2012), 
300,000 (Clean Clothes, 2021) and 28,915 (World Prison 
Brief, 2020) respectively. The lack of citizenship rights, and 
the militarisation of the pandemic response have resulted 

in these over-policed groups being denied health and 
housing rights, facing unhygienic detention and resultant 
COVID-19 clusters surfacing in overcrowded detention 
facilities (Amnesty International, 2021; Ellis-Petersen, 
2020; Satkunanathan, 2020), including compulsory drug 
detention centres (Economynext, 2020).
     

The COVID-19 situation has exerted a disproportionate 
impact on the vulnerable communities across the five 
countries. Hence, the following chapters will expound 
on the emergency laws, law enforcement agencies, and 
digital surveillance and technologies leveraged amidst 
the pandemic. Thereafter, the subsequent chapters 
will evaluate the impacts exerted upon the vulnerable 
communities, as well as provide a set of recommendations 
specific to each stakeholder.  
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2. COVID-19 and Emergency Laws

Since 2020, authorities in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Sri Lanka have either enacted temporary 
COVID-19 legislation, declared a state of emergency, or issued directives that restrict social gatherings, limit cross-border 
and inter-state travel, require the download and use of contact tracing apps, mandate mask wearing, implement curfews, 
mandate the closure or regulation of business operations, and introduce penalties for non-compliance. The purpose is 
to limit people-to-people activities in order to contain the spread of infections, but as it will be noted later in this report, 
in many cases, this has resulted in an over-expansion of the reach of law enforcement, and in strict surveillance. In turn, 
this has negatively and unnecessarily impacted on fundamental rights of the general population, with a particularly dire 
impact on vulnerable, marginalised, and already discriminated communities. Additionally, either within these legislations 
or separately, these governments have also introduced sanctions to curb the spread of COVID-19 related misinformation 
and ‘fake news’. In practice, these laws are often directed at critics who call out the government’s mismanagement of the 
pandemic. The government frames these criticisms as “insults” against government officials, using legislation to threaten 
and punish critics.

  a.  Indonesia 

Table 4: Indonesia’s Emergency Laws

Law Legislation Penalties

Public Health 
Emergency  
(Decree 11/2020)

Large-scale social restriction 
(travel and gathering) Fine of US $10.30

Mask wearing mandate Undertake community service aimed at public 
shaming

Prosecution against spread  
of fake news

Fine of up to US$50,000 and/or a jail sentence of up 
to 4 years

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites

On 31 March 2020, President Joko Widodo declared a 
Public Health Emergency (Decree 11/2020) under Law 
No. 6 of 2018 on Health Quarantine (SSEK Indonesian 
Legal Consultants, 2020). Government Regulation No. 21 
of 2020 allows regional governments to impose various 
measures targeting the limitation of physical activity. As 
a result, several areas of the country were placed under 
‘large-scale social restriction’ (LSSR/PSBB), with many of 
the derivative regulations stipulated in Peraturan Menteri 
Kesehatan (Permenkes) No. 9 of 2020. Under Presidential 
Decree No. 9 of 2020, the President appointed the military 
personnel to head the COVID-19 Task Force, with the 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Health appointed 
as the Vice, and not Chief executive, of the Task Force. 
Additionally, many of the high level executives within the 
task force belonged to the military and police agencies 
(Ayuningtyas et al., 2021). 

The large-scale restriction included closing public places, 
restricting travelling, limiting religious activities and 
shutting down schools, limiting overall public mobility. For 
example, public transportation services were allowed to 
have only 50% of their usual passenger capacity, and app-
based motorcycle rideshares were not allowed to operate 
(Fachriansyah, 2020). The restrictions were executed by 
local governments with approval from the Ministry of 
Health, and have been reinstated several times in different 
regions. For example, Jakarta was the first area to formally 
adopt the LSSR measures on 10 April 2020, extending it 
past its initial implementation of 14 days. On 4 June 2020, 
the restrictions were loosened due to the decrease in the 
number of COVID-19 patients, but were subsequently 
reinstated in September and December 2020, extending 
until March 2021. Subsequently, Indonesia entered its sixth 
volume of micro-scale Community Activities Restrictions 
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Enforcement (PPKM) (Farisa, 2021). Starting from 3 July 
2021, the Indonesian government applied emergency 
PPKM, whereby non-essential sectors are fully closed, and 
essential sectors are operating with 50% of their capacity 
until 20 July 2021, as the response to increasing COVID-19 
cases (Kompas, 2021).

In addition to social restrictions, on 5 April 2020, the 
Indonesian government announced a nationwide mask 
wearing mandate (Lestari, 2020). In Jakarta, under the 
Jakarta Gubernatorial Regulation No. 79/2020, penalties 
for refusal to wear a mask include a fine of US$16.92, or 
60 minutes of community service. Second-time offenders 
are subject to a doubled fine amount, or 120 minutes of 
community service, while third-time offenders are subject 
to a tripled fine amount, or 180 minutes of community 
service (ASEAN, 2020). In the rural regions of East Java, 
penalties encompassing public-shaming acts of doing 
push ups, staying in ‘haunted houses’ (The Jakarta Post, 
2020), or burying COVID-19 victims (Burrows et al, 2020) 
have been enforced (Andri, 2020). On 14 September 2020, 
Metro Jaya Police spokesperson, Yusri Yunus, suggested 
that there should be a criminal charge towards people 
who violate COVID-19 protocols, commenting “If harsh 
punishments are necessary, available laws include Law 
No.4/1984 on the pandemic spread, Law No.6/2018 on 
health quarantine, or if it is needed there is Criminal Code 
Article 212, 216, and 218” (Nugraha, 2020). 

Apart from implementing laws on social restrictions, on 
4 April 2020, the Indonesian Police Force issued Surat 
Telegram (Ghaliya, 2020), granting the police authority 

in prosecuting the spread of false information regarding 
COVID-19, and the government’s handling of the pandemic 
(Lokataru Foundation, 2020). The law of Electronic 
Information and Transaction, which was enacted in 2008, 
became a primary tool to criminalise individuals who 
“distribute, transmit or make accessible electronic content 
that contains insults, pornography, hate speech, threats or 
fake news”. Those found guilty are subject to a fine of up to 
US$50,000 and/or a jail sentence of up to 4 years (Lestari, 
2021). From January to November 2020, at least 104 
people have been arrested for spreading false information 
on COVID-19, of whom 17 of them were detained (Melda, 
2020).

Overall, the legislation of the Emergency Decree was 
initially in line with the Siracusa Principles, which 
articulated that “public health may be invoked as a ground 
for limiting certain rights in order to allow a state to take 
measures dealing with a serious threat to the health 
of the population pertaining to the criteria” (American 
Association for the International Commission of Jurists, 
1985). However, the criminalisation of COVID-19 exposure 
and transmission, such as punishing individuals with 
humiliating acts of burying the deceased, severely violates 
the Principles’ aims of “preventing disease or injury or 
providing care for the sick and injured”. Additionally, as 
explored in further chapters, the imposition of large-scale 
social restrictions has overlooked the populations’ lack of 
access to basic necessities, and the need for enhanced 
support to ensure an adequate standard of living amidst 
the pandemic (Amnesty International, 2020). 

  b.  Malaysia 

Table 5: Malaysia’s Emergency Laws

Law Legislation Penalties

Emergency 
(Prevention 
and Control 
of Infectious 
Diseases) 
(Amendment) 
Ordinance 2021

Movement Control Order (including 
Enhanced, Semi Enhanced, Conditional,  
and Recovery)

Large-scale social restriction  
(travel and gathering) 

Mask wearing mandate

Fined up to US$2,425

Jail sentence of seven years, or a fine of 
up to US$24,245 (for offences in which no 
penalty is expressly provided) 

Emergency 
(Essential Powers) 
(No. 2) Ordinance 
2021

Prosecute against wholly or partly false 
content related to the pandemic or the 
emergency declaration

3-year imprisonment and a fine of up to 
US$121,000 

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites
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The Malaysian government imposed different types of 
Movement Control Order (MCO) for people to avoid 
physical contact. The measures range from high-risk to 
low-risk areas: Movement Control Order, Conditional 
MCO and Recovery MCO (Flanders Trade, 2021). Smaller 
areas with high numbers of COVID-19 patients, such as 
apartment complexes or office buildings, can enforce 
Enhanced MCO. These orders are issued by the federal 
government of Malaysia.

On 16 March 2020, the government imposed a MCO 
under the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases 
Act 1988 and the Police Act 1967, which took effect on 18 
March. The order – which does not formally declare a state 
of emergency in the country – prohibits mass assembly 
in any activities and interstate travel. It also includes the 
closure of all houses of worship, non-essential businesses, 
kindergartens, government and private schools, public 
and private vocational and higher education institutions, 
and all non-essential government and private premises. 
The MCO was extended by two weeks several times 
until 12 May 2020. During this period, from 27 March, 
specific locations were subjected to a stricter order, 
dubbed the Enhanced Movement Control Order (EMCO or 
Enhanced MCO), for 14 days in areas where a large cluster 
of infections were detected. In these instances, residents 
and visitors were not permitted outside their homes, 
required instead to be quarantined for 14 days and 
get tested for COVID-19. During the 14-day quarantine 
period, authorities distributed food supplies, with only 
the head of a family permitted to purchase necessities 
from supermarkets. On 1 May 2020, Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin announced the Conditional Movement 
Control Order (CMCO or Conditional MCO), relaxing MCO 
regulations targeted towards the controlled re-opening of 
the Malaysian economy. CMCO received mixed reactions 
among state governments and backlash by politicians, 
health experts, and the general public over concerns of a 
possible resurgence of COVID-19 cases (Malay Mail, 2020). 

From 14 May 2020, Pudu area in Kuala Lumpur was placed 
under the Semi-Enhanced Movement Control Order (SEMCO). 
Soldiers and police put up barbed wire fences at road 
exits. As new COVID-19 cases decreased, the Recovery 
Movement Control Order (RMCO) phase was announced for 
between 10 June and 31 August 2020. Interstate travel was 
allowed from 10 June 2020, barring areas remaining under 
the EMCO. Religious activities at mosques were allowed, 
whilst government and private pre-schools, kindergartens, 
nurseries and day-care centres were scheduled to resume 
operations, alongside a range of businesses and activities. 
Under the various MCOs, individuals who violate any of its 

standard operating procedures (SOPs) can be fined up to 
US$2,425 under the Emergency (Prevention and Control of 
Infectious Diseases) (Amendment) Ordinance 2021 (Legal 
Affairs Bureau (BHEUU), 2021). Moreover, companies can 
face a fine of up to US$12,122 if they do not follow the 
SOPs. Section 24 of the Ordinance states that individuals 
who commit an offence “for which no penalty is expressly 
provided” can face a jail sentence of seven years, or a fine 
of up to US$24,245 (Tee, 2021). 

On 12 January 2021, the government declared a State of 
Emergency until 1 August 2021, the first time in 50 years 
(BBC News, 2021). The state of emergency significantly 
centralises power within the executive, as it allows the prime 
minister to impose temporary laws without the approval of 
parliament since there will be no state assembly or election 
during the state of emergency (Al Jazeera, 2021). Whilst 
the pandemic constitutes a “public emergency” that aligns 
with the Siracusa Principles externally, the “explanation 
of the reasons which actuated the government’s decision 
to derogate” appears insubstantial, with critics citing 
political infighting as the rationale for declaring the state 
of emergency. The current government comprises an 
unstable Perikatan Nasional coalition (Tayeb, 2021), and 
it is suggested that current Prime Minister Muhyiddin 
Yassin declared a state of emergency to evade elections 
and prolong his hold on power. Crucially, the declaration 
has restricted the necessary parliamentary sittings that 
debate emergency ordinances and the national recovery 
plan, resulting in a poor health protocol that fails to curb 
the rising number of daily COVID-19 cases (CNA, 2021). 

On 12 March 2021, the Prime Minister imposed the 
Emergency (Essential Powers) (No. 2) Ordinance 2021 
(CNA, 2021) with the power given from the Proclamation 
of Emergency announced in January. The Law was met 
with widespread condemnation, for it is vaguely-worded 
and criminalises anyone who publishes or shares any 
“wholly or partly false” COVID-19 information, subjecting 
the convicted to 3 years imprisonment and a fine of up to 
US$121,000 (Teoh, 2021). Since the enforcement of the 
Ordinance, Inspector-General of Police, Datuk Seri Acryl 
Sani Abdullah Sani, stated that the police had opened 
21 investigation papers and detained 10 individuals. 
Under the existing Penal Code and Communications and 
Multimedia Act, caricature artist Fahmi Reza was arrested 
for his satirical artwork, further highlighting the repressive 
attitude of the government amidst the pandemic (Access 
Now, 2021). 



18The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

On 1 June 2021, the Malaysian government announced 
that the country will be, once again, in full lockdown for 
the next two weeks (Babulal, 2021), with the lockdown 
extending indefinitely due to the cases having exceeded 
5,000 daily, as well as the strain on healthcare and 
intensive care unit facilities (Rodzi, 2021). Overall, while 
there are justifications for the extension of the lockdown, 
in fulfilling the Siracusa Principles’ criteria of being “limited 
(in) duration” and “proportionate” (Human Rights Watch, 
2020) and in achieving the objective of mitigating the virus 
outbreak, subsequent chapters note the lack of resources 
channelled towards ensuring that the livelihoods of 
populations are safeguarded. The rulers of Malaysia have 

even issued a statement articulating “The unity among the 
people is increasingly cracked” (CNA, 2021). Additionally, 
despite the state of emergency being “limited (in) duration”, 
the duration of the emergency from 12 January 2021 till 1 
August 2021 has been deemed excessive and a political 
ploy of Muhyiddin’s to prevent parliamentary sittings 
(Tayeb, 2021). With the daily number of COVID-19 cases 
having increased threefold when comparing numbers 
pre-lockdown till now, it appears that Malaysia’s COVID-19 
measures appear to be politically motivated, rather than 
health-oriented. 

  c.  Philippines  

Table 6: Philippine’s Emergency Laws

Law Legislation Penalties

State of Public 
Health Emergency

Authorise all government agencies and 
local government units to enforce disease 
control prevention measures 

Enhance Community Quarantine

Fined up to US$2,425

Jail sentence of seven years, or a fine of 
up to US$24,245 (for offences in which no 
penalty is expressly provided) 

State of Calamity

Authorise President to exercise powers 
necessary in executing national policy

Draw emergency funds faster

2 months imprisonment, and a fine of up 
to US$20,000

Bayanihan to Heal 
as One Act

Grant enhanced powers to the executive 
department

Enforced measures including lockdowns, 
closure of schools and public meeting 
places, provision of financial aid, amongst 
others

Prosecute against false information 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic

2 months imprisonment and/or a fine up 
to US$20,000

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites

On 9 March 2020, President Rodrigo Duterte announced 
a State of Public Health Emergency lasting for three 
months until 29 May 2020 (Official Gazette, 2020). A State 
of Public Health Emergency authorises all government 
agencies, including local government units, to “enforce 

quarantine and disease control prevention measures”. In 
the announcement, the Philippines National Police and 
other law enforcement agencies were called to provide 
assistance.
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As the number of COVID-19 cases continued to rise, on 
16 March 2020, the President declared a State of Calamity 
(Official Gazette, 2020) which allows the government 
to “mobilize the necessary resources to undertake 
critical, urgent, and appropriate disaster response aid”. 
The declaration also imposed an Enhanced Community 
Quarantine (ECQ) in Luzon, which referred to stay-at-home 
regulations that resembled an effective lockdown. The ECQ 
was extended and re-imposed multiple times during the 
pandemic, with various degrees of quarantine introduced 
in different risk areas, including the Modified Enhanced 
Community Quarantine (MECQ) and General Community 
Quarantine (GCQ). Local government units (LGUs) outside 
Luzon and Metro Manila also imposed various measures 
to limit the spread of the virus in their communities. The 
State of Calamity was initially placed for 6 months, but was 
extended for one year until 12 September 2021 (Rappler, 
2021) to allow the government to draw emergency funds 
faster, as well as to harness the military and police in 
ensuring public compliance (Associated Press, 2020). 
This also provided LGUs with sufficient latitude in using 
the “quick response fund” to “monitor and control prices 
of basic necessities and prime commodities, and provide 
basic services to the affected populations” (Xinhua, 2020). 

Moreover, to grant enhanced powers to the executive 
department (Vallejo & Ong, 2020), President Duterte 
declared a state of emergency and signed the Bayanihan 
to Heal as One Act (Bayanihan 1) into law on 24 March 
2020 (Congress of the Philippines, 2020), allowing the 
government to “move, decide, and act freely for the 
best interest of the Filipino people during this health 
crisis” (Valente, 2020); which included directing the 
implementation of public health measures, enforcing 
lockdowns, closing schools and public meeting places, 
directing private hospitals operations, and providing 
financial aid, among other measures. In addition to acts or 
omissions penalised under existing law, the Act subjects 
anyone who does not comply with the orders to 2 months 
imprisonment, and a fine of up to US$20,000. Section 6(f) 
of the Act criminalises individuals who “create, perpetrate 
or spread false information regarding the COVID-19 crisis 
on social media and other platforms”, subject also to 
2months imprisonment and/or a fine up to US$20,000 
(Congress of the Philippines, 2020). The law was set to 
last for 3 months until 24 June 2020, but has since been 
supplemented with The Bayanihan to Recover as One bill 
(Bayanihan 2). 

Criticism has been directed at Bayanihan 2 for being 
unnecessary, as “emergency procurement powers” were 
already provided to Duterte and his government prior to 
the passing of Bayanihan 1 (Buan, 2020). Additionally, the 
emergency provision targeting fake news has been cited 
as an infringement on free speech (Buan, 2020). Petitions 
regarding the controversy of the Bayanihan act were 
discarded, which suggests poor and insubstantial reasons 
targeting the “proclamation, notification, and termination 
of a public emergency” as stated in the Siracusa Principles. 
The militarisation of the pandemic response and how this 
has violated the Siracusa Principles will be elaborated on 
in Chapter 3.

Bayanihan 2 was introduced on 11 September 2020 as a 
supplementary bill to allot an estimated US$8,321,280,000 
to tackle the pandemic (Gotinga, 2020). Bayanihan 2 
also shifted the emphasis from movement restriction 
to facilitating public education, as well as mass testing 
for infections and vaccinations. As of 26 June 2021, the 
government intends to extend and/or create another 
Bayanihan law. However, this proposal has been 
criticised for abusing taxpayers’ monies, for an estimated 
US$206,093,000 of unused funds would be reverted back 
to the treasury once Bayanihan 2 expires on 30 June 2021, 
should the government introduce Bayanihan 3 (Ramos, 
2021).

Despite the Bayanihan acts being formally directed 
towards the aim of mitigating the pandemic outbreak, the 
excessively securitised response evidently violates the 
Siracusa Principles as it harms public safety, health, rights 
and freedoms of its population (University of Minnesota, 
1985). The legitimacy of the state of emergency has also 
been impinged by the additional legislation added, which 
seems to have been introduce primarily to enhance 
governmental control, rather than for public health 
reasons. Furthermore, the implementation of curfews 
led to deprivation of liberty, which was weakly provided 
for and in most cases did not grant populations sufficient 
time to access necessary supplies. The derogatory and 
disproportionate measures exacted on the population 
for breaching COVID-19 measures were therefore poorly 
justified and in severe violation of the Siracusa Principles 
(Sun, 2020).  
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  d.  Singapore   

Table 7: Singapore’s Emergency Laws

Law Legislation Penalties

COVID-19 
(Temporary 
Measures) Act 2020

Circuit Breaker (Social gathering 
restriction)

Mask wearing mandate

Mandatory use of contact-tracing system

6 months imprisonment and a fine of up to 
US$ 7,440

Fine of up to US$224 for their first time 
offence, and US$750 for repeat offenders

Online Falsehoods 
and Manipulation 
Act (POFMA)

Prosecution against false and opposing 
information.

Maximum fine of US$14,000 and/or a jail 
sentence of one year

Maximum fine of US$7,300 and/ or an 
imprisonment up to 3 years

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites

The Singapore government’s countermeasures to mitigate 
the COVID-19 pandemic could be divided into three 
main phases: initial measures, tightened measures, and 
relaxed measures. Marking the implementation of the 
initial measures phase, on 7 April 2020, the Singapore 
government passed COVID-19 (Temporary Measures) Act 
2020 to impose restrictions on the movement of people. 
The act enforced Singapore circuit breaker (CB) measures 
which prohibited gatherings of any size. Offices and 
schools were closed, and restaurants were not allowed to 
have dine-in services. Individuals who violate the act can 
face up to 6 months imprisonment and a fine of up to 
US$ 7,440. On 14 April 2020, mask wearing in public areas 
became mandatory. Anyone who refuses to wear a mask 
can face a fine of up to US$224 for their first time offence, 
and US$750 for repeat offenders (Ang & Phua, 2020). 
Foreigners working, living, and studying in Singapore 
additionally risked having their visas revoked.

After discovering that the migrant workers’ dormitories 
spawned new clusters of transmission, additional 
measures were introduced on 21 April 2020 when Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong extended the circuit breaker 
to 1 June 2020 (Prime Minister’s Office, 21 April 2020). 
Existing measures were tightened. For example, the list 
of essential services was reduced, and possible disease 
hotspots, such as wet markets and some retail franchises, 
had to determine entry based on an individual’s last ID 
number, on whether it was odd or even. On 2 May 2020, 
the Ministry of Health announced that the Multi-Ministry 
Taskforce will progressively ease some of the tighter circuit 

breaker measures over the coming weeks (Ministry of 
Health, 2 May 2020). On 5 May 2020, essential residential 
activities were allowed, followed by the re-opening of 
small, home-based businesses on 12 May 2020. On 19 
May 2020, face-to-face school sessions resumed for 
those requiring urgent assistance, and for small groups 
in graduating cohorts. On the same day, the Ministry of 
Health also mandated the use of the contact-tracing 
system ‘SafeEntry’ at all business premises and services.

On 19 May 2020, the government announced the plan to 
re-open the country, dividing it into 3 phases: Phase 1 (Safe 
Reopening), Phase 2 (Safe Transition) and Phase 3 (Safe 
Nation) (Singapore Government, 28 May 2020). The first 
two phases started on 2 and 19 June 2020 respectively. 
On 28 December 2020, the first administration of Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine marked the beginning of Phase 3. 

The Act which was passed on 7 April 2020, was 
subsequently amended on 5 June and 18 September 2020 
and covers:
(1) Temporary relief from inability to perform contractual 

obligation;
(2) Rental Relief Framework for SMEs and NPOs;
(3) Temporary relief for financially distressed individuals 

and businesses;
(4) Alternative arrangements for meetings;
(5) Relief for contracts affected by construction delays; 

and
(6) Concessions for Collective Sale Procedures.
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, the government also 
employed existing laws such as the Online Falsehoods 
and Manipulation Act (POFMA) and 1997 Miscellaneous 
Offences (Public Order and Nuisance) Act to curb 
“disinformation”. The POFMA legislation stipulates a 
maximum fine of US$14,000 and/or a jail sentence of 
one year for the “communication of ... false statement[s]” 
(Singapore Legal Advice, 2020). Meanwhile, Section 14D 
of the 1997 Miscellaneous Offences (Public Order and 
Nuisance) Act penalises any person who “transmits or 
causes to be transmitted a message which he knows to 
be false or fabricated shall be guilty of an offence” with a 
maximum fine of US$7,300 and/or an imprisonment up 
to 3 years (Singapore Statutes Online, 2021). Most orders 
were issued to civil society activists, opposition politicians, 
and alternative media sites that questioned different 
aspects of the government’s management of the COVID-19 
pandemic (Abdullah & Kim, 2020; Freedom House, 2021). 

Overall, the management of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
aligned towards the principles of maintaining the “public 
health”, “national security”, and “public safety”, and has 
been implemented for a clearly stipulated “duration” 
(American Association for the International Commission 
of Jurists, 1985). However, the punishments exacted onto 
violators of COVID-19 protocol appear to be derogatory 
and disproportionate. An example would be the heavy 
penalties imposed on eight Britons who were caught 
breaching social distancing and mask wearing mandates, 
which resulted in the cancellation of work pass permits 
and a hefty US$2,213 fine imposed on each individual 
(Wong, 2021). This follows the deportation of 12 people 
who had flouted the COVID-19 regulations in 2020 (CNA, 
2020), indicative of the country’s punitive approach that is 
misaligned with fundamental human rights.

  e.  Sri Lanka   

Table 8: Sri Lanka’s Emergency Laws

Law Legislation Penalties

Quarantine 
and Prevention 
of Diseases 
Ordinance

Police Ordinance

Public Security 
Ordinance

Quarantine curfew

Isolation order

Mask wearing mandate

Fine of up to 10,000 rupee (US$55) and/or 
six months imprisonment

Penal Code and 
Criminal Procedure 
Code

Prosecution against spread of fake news Five-year imprisonment and a fine of up to 
US$5,500

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites

Responses to contain the spread of the coronavirus in Sri 
Lanka were managed initially through directives issued 
through a series of press releases from the Presidential 
Office and the National Operation Centre for Prevention 
of Covid-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO). From late January to 
March 2020, the focus was on suspending visas on arrival 
for foreign tourists from countries with large outbreaks 
(Amaratunga et al, 2020). Thereafter, the focus was on 
in-country regulations. Some of these measures included 

a ban on all public gatherings, closure of all education 
centres including schools and universities, discontinuation 
of non-essential services, enforcement of an island wide 
curfew and encouraging work from home. 

As the President had dissolved parliament on 2 March 
2020 due to internal politics, the declaration of a 
state of emergency was impossible (Al Jazeera, 2020). 
The Sri Lankan government thus imposed a series of 
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quarantine curfews in several parts of the country. These 
were temporarily eased in early May 2020, but with the 
second wave of COVID-19, entire Western provinces were 
placed back into curfew again until mid-November 2020 
(Ganeshathasan, 2021). The quarantine curfews have been 
questioned due to three main reasons: parliamentary 
suspension, vaguely-worded and defined legislation, and 
the lack of a legal basis - stemming from both the misuse 
of the 1897 Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases 
Ordinance (QPDO) and the lack of “regulations made 
under the Public Security Ordinance” (Ganeshathasan, 
2021). 

Evidently, the Sri Lankan government is violating the 
Siracusa Principles by restricting movement with no 
clear, legal basis. The strict limitation of movement and 
permitting authorities to “enter a house or premises for 
the purposes of ascertaining whether any of the occupants 
are suffering from any disease of a contagious, infectious 
or epidemic nature” exacerbates the situation, with the 
further delegation of power to the military and police 
forces militarising the pandemic response (Witharana, 
2020). Under the ordinance, those convicted may be 
imprisoned “for a term not exceeding six months or a fine 
not less than two thousand rupees and not exceeding ten 
thousand rupees or to both”. The QPDO does not operate 
in isolation, but in tandem with the Penal Code, Criminal 
Procedure Code, Police Ordinance and the Public Security 
Ordinance. 

On 15 October 2020, the Sri Lankan government made 
wearing masks compulsory. The regulations were made 
by the Minister of Health under Sections 2 and 3 of the 
Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance (the 
Ordinance) by Gazette Extraordinary No. 2197/25 (Centre 
for Policy Alternatives, 2020). Anyone caught not wearing 
a mask in public, or failing to maintain physical distance, 

is subject to a fine of up to 10,000 rupee (US$55) and/or 
six months imprisonment (The New Indian Express, 2020).  

The COVID-19 pandemic has increased reference to 
the Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code targeting 
the prevention of spreading fake news on social media. 
Individuals who spread fake news “including statements 
that impact national security and incite violence between 
communities” can be subjected to five-years imprisonment 
and a fine of up to US$5,500 (Agrawal, 2019). Since April 
2020, it was noted that there have been a series of 
arrests of those who criticise government officials for 
their mismanagement of the pandemic (Human Rights 
Watch, 2021). This prompted response from the Human 
Rights Commission of Sri Lanka “that any arrest for the 
mere criticism of public officials or policies would be 
unconstitutional”, and from the United Nations that “saying 
any actions taken to stop the spread of false information 
must be proportionate” (OHCHR, 2020).

  

Across the five countries, national governments have 
introduced temporary COVID-19 laws and/or declared 
national emergencies to avail themselves of executive 
powers for two main purposes: firstly, restricting 
travels, curtailing mass gatherings, implementing social 
distancing, contact tracing, and mandating mask wearing; 
and secondly, curbing the spread of COVID-19 fake news, 
as well as criticism of mismanagement. This has resulted 
in a significant centralisation of power in the hands of 
the executive, which in some cases led to the side-lining 
of the legislative and the judiciary powers, as well as an 
expansion in the role of law enforcement agencies, as 
further explored in the next chapter. 
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3. Role of Law Enforcement Agencies

Across the five countries reviewed in this report, the overarching authority is usually an inter-ministerial “national task 
force” made up of ministers and top civil servants. The national police and armed forces form the next tier of authority, 
playing a prominent role in enforcing movement control orders, social distancing and mask wearing. Thereafter, civil 
servants, park rangers, private security personnel and other private sector employees perform gate-keeping functions 
including temperature checks, ensuring tracing app sign-ins or manually recording visitor details.

  a.  Indonesia 

On 13 March 2020, the COVID-19 Response Acceleration 
Task Force was formed to direct Indonesia’s response 
to the COVID-19 public health crisis. Coordinated and 
headed by the Indonesian National Board for Disaster 
Management (BNPB), the national task force also included 
the Ministry of Health, Ministry of State Owned Enterprises 
(BUMN), Minister for Human Development and Cultural 
Affairs, Political, Legal, and Security Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, National Resilience Council, Indonesian National 
Police (POLRI) and the Indonesian National Armed Forces 
(TNI). In July 2020, the Response Acceleration Task Force 
was dissolved and their functions were handed over to 
the COVID-19 Handling and National Economic Recovery 
Committee (KPCPEN) (Office of Assistant to Deputy 
Cabinet Secretary for State Documents & Translation, 
2020), which comprised of three main bodies: first, the 

Policy Committee (led by POLRI, TNI, Coordinating Ministry 
for Economic Affairs and BUMN), second, the Task Force 
for COVID-19 Response (led by BNPB) and third, the Task 
Force for National Economic Recovery (led by BUMN). In 
total, it is estimated that there were at least 21 retired 
and active duty military officers directly involved in 
the decision-making process to control the pandemic 
(Laksmana & Taufika, 2020; Asia Centre & Harm Reduction 
International, 2021).

In practice, POLRI and TNI were the main law 
enforcement agencies supervising the implementation 
of COVID-19 countermeasures. In April 2020, following 
the proclamation of public health emergency, National 
Police Chief Idham Azis issued a set of directives to his 
subordinates to guide their conducts in containing the 
COVID-19 pandemic based on the Law No. 6 of 2018 on 

Role of Security Forces

Coordination 
and assignment 
of health 
protocol

Monitor 
compliance with 
travel and health 
authorities

Conduct 
community 
patrols

Operation of 
inter-state 
checkpoints and 
roadblocks

Establishment 
of quarantine 
facilities

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites
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Health Quarantine (Oktavianti, 2020). Policemen were 
deployed according to the government’s zoning system 
based on local infection rates, from zero-risk green zones 
to high-risk red zones. In May 2020, 340,000 personnel 
of the Indonesian National Armed Forces were mobilised 
to help ensure public observance of COVID-19 policies in 
the four provinces of West Sumatra, Jakarta, West Java, 
and Gorontalo (Al Jazeera, 2020). By June 2020, POLRI had 
placed 7,550 personnel to green zones, 8,981 personnel 
to yellow zones, 35,830 personnel to orange zones and 
25,536 personnel to red zones (The Jakarta Post, 2020). 

The Police’s auxiliary unit, such as the Municipal Police 
(Satpol PP), was also involved in the enforcement of 
COVID-19 health protocols, conducting routine patrols in 
communities to educate and remind the public to wear 
masks and maintain social distance (Tobing, 2020). Given 
the sensitivity, Satpol PP also held regular meetings with 
local religious leaders to discuss and streamline the 
applications of PSBB protocols on places of worship such 
as mosques, churches, and temples (Sanubari, 2020). 
The Jakarta Gubernatorial Regulation No. 79/2020 (Adjie, 
2020) stipulates punishments for negligence to comply 
with the COVID-19 protocols, including fines up to $US70 
and four-hour community service at maximum, subject to 
repetition of their violations. 

In August 2020, the role of POLRI and TNI in enforcing 
COVID-19 health protocols was expanded through the 
Presidential Instruction (Inpres) No. 6/2020, mandating 
both institutions to help local administrators by monitoring 
public compliance with travel and health advisories, 
including the conduct of mobile community patrols 
(Syakriah, 2020). The Presidential Instruction also appoints 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Andika Perkasa and National 
Police Deputy Chief Comr. Gen. Gatot Eddy Pramono 
as vice-chairmen of the KPCPEN. Police Spokesperson 
informed the press that, when dealing with violators, POLRI 
and TNI officers will prioritise pre-emptive and preventive 
approaches, while stricter enforcement such as imposing 
quarantines, community service or penal procedures, 
such as fines and temporary closure of businesses, will be 
a last resort (Lestari, 2020).

Both police and military officers were tasked with strictly 
health-related tasks, ranging from establishing and 
conducting PCR testing, collecting data (Ayyubi, 2020), 
disinfection, COVID-19 drug manufacturing, forced pick-
up of COVID-19 patients and, as discussed more in detail 
in Chapter 4, contact tracing (Oktavianti, 2021). POLRI also 
played a central role in curbing government dissent by 
monitoring the circulation of government-dubbed “fake 
news”. Additionally, the President ordered both military 

and police forces to conduct a separate vaccination drive 
to supplement the Health Ministry’s programme, aiming to 
distribute one million vaccine doses daily (Strangio, 2021). 
Within Central Java, Police Chief Insp. Gen. Ahmad Luthfi 
reported that 5,500 vaccinators from the provincial health 
department, the police and the military had administered 
141,000 doses, as of 26 June 2021 (Tambun, 2021). 

To illustrate the strict enforcement measures, in one of 
the joint POLRI-TNI operations dubbed ‘Operasi Yustisi’ 
executed between 14 to 17 September 2020, 379,000 
verbal warnings and 56,000 written warnings were issued 
in 30,000 locations. Meanwhile, fines totalling Rp 399 
million were collected from 16,000 violators, and the forces 
also suspended 63 businesses that did not comply with 
COVID-19 health protocols (Syakriah, 2020). On 26 March 
2021, Culture Minister Muhadjir Effendy announced an 
internal travel ban during Mudik (CNA, 2021). In May 2021, 
the ban was extended to prevent mass transmissions of 
the coronavirus during the Eid period. POLRI was further 
activated during the Eid period to conduct roadblocks, in 
attempts to identify and isolate positive COVID-19 cases 
amongst the 1.5 million people who left for travel before 
the extension of the ban (South China Morning Post, 2021).   

Overall, the approach to COVID-19 in Indonesia was a 
heavily securitised one, with the government itself likening 
the response to the virus to a ‘military strategy’ (Sugianto, 
2020). The increase in POLRI’s budget from US$6.3 million 
to US$7 million is suggestive of the extent of police 
involvement within the pandemic response (Supriatma, 
2020). Commentators have highlighted how this heavy 
involvement of the military is not a new phenomenon in 
the country, but rather the continuation of an ongoing 
trend witnessed under the Widodo administration, who 
has been gradually expanding the military’s role since 
being elected in 2014 (Chandran, 2020). 

  b.  Malaysia 

The enforcement of COVID-19 travel and health protocols 
rested on public health officials and Royal Malaysia Police 
(RMP). Subsequently, a National Task Force (NTF) targeting 
border security enforcement was formed, comprising 
the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), RMP, the Malaysian 
Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA), and immigration-
related government agencies such as the Malaysian 
Immigration Department (Krishnan, 2020). A semblance of 
a COVID-19 national task force would only emerge in May 
2020, when the country entered the CMCO period, which 
will be explained in more detail below. 
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On 18 March 2020, after initial warning by the Inspector-
General of the Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) that violation 
of MCO was criminally punishable under the Penal Code, 
Attorney-General’s Chambers published the Federal 
Government Gazette specific to the MCO, which outlined 
criminal liability of such violation with a fine up to US$239 
and/or up to six months imprisonment (Ahmad, 2020). 
During MCO and CMCO, PDRM conducted roadblocks, 
manned inter-state checkpoints, monitored and ensured 
that travellers followed COVID-19 protocols and arrested 
violators (Azman, 2020). On 20 March 2020, the army 
was mobilised to assist the police in enforcing the MCO. 
Their assignments included helping the PDRM operate 
checkpoints, conducting patrols in urban and rural 
areas, and maintaining order security at public health 
facilities (The Strait Times, 2020). By April 2020, a total of 
7,000 MAF personnel had been deployed. In April 2020, 
the government also started converting 13 academies 
under the Prison Department into temporary detention 
centres for those who flouted COVID-19 travel and health 
advisories, with conditions adhering to “normal prison 
standard operating procedure” (Malaysiakini, 2020). 
Additionally, due to the rapid spread of COVID-19, the NTF 
was established to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus, 
with the armed forces, police and border security 
enforcement agencies denying refugees and migrants 
entry into Malaysia (The Jakarta Post, 2020). 

Over 20,000 people were arrested for violating MCO 
between 18 March and 26 April 2020 alone (Daim, 2020). 
Civil society denounced arbitrary implementation of MCO 
and discrimination against vulnerable and marginalised 
communities, such as people living in poverty (who may 
not afford to abide to COVID-19 regulations, such as 
lockdown and compulsory face masks) and LGBTQI+. 
In line with the findings in other countries, violence and 
degrading treatment were also reported as forms of 
punishment, including beatings and strenuous physical 
exercise (Kua, 2020). 

In May 2020, when the CMCO was implemented with the 
focus shifted to a ‘controlled’ resumption of economic 
activities, the RMP formed a Compliance Operation Task 
Force (COTF) (Ministry of Health Malaysia, 2020) to ensure 
public compliance with public health-based Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) during the relaxed lockdown 
period (Malay Mail, 2020). The COTF, apart from hospital 
directors, comprised 12 government agencies, namely 
the RMP, MAF, Civil Defence Forces, MMEA, Department 
of Labour, Department of Occupational Safety and Health, 
Public Works Department, Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry, Immigration Department of Malaysia, 

Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities, 
Ministry of Education Malaysia, and Construction Industry 
Development Authority of Malaysia.

However, it was during this CMCO period that a 
worrying trend emerged. In Kuala Lumpur, for example, 
poor neighbourhoods inhabited by migrant workers 
and refugees, an already marginalised population 
(Ambrose, 2020), were contained by barbed wire and 
patrolled by armed troops. Video footage showed that 
COVID-19 testing in these areas was used to identify 
undocumented migrant workers. Police raids were also 
conducted, which included rounding up, testing, finger-
printing, and detention of undocumented workers and 
refugees (Fishbein & Hkawng, 2020). Once in detention, 
migrants were denied contact with their family members 
and lawyers (Al Jazeera, 2020). RMP Inspector-General 
rationalised that “they were detained to ensure that they 
did not move around and spread the disease” (BBC News, 
2020). In late 2020, it was reported that the Malaysian 
government “falsely promis[ed] no action on refugees 
for taking Covid tests, but later ended up arresting and 
detaining many to be deported” (Freedom House, 2021).  

In early June 2021, footage emerged of Immigration 
Department officers rounding up migrants and spraying 
them with disinfectant, a move that has been defined 
by health experts as demeaning and counterproductive 
(Loheswar, 2021). In May 2020 alone, over 2,000 
undocumented migrants were arrested (Ding, 2020). 
Similarly, on 15 February 2021, it was announced that 
Malaysia will continue to deport Myanmar refugees in 
light of enhanced border security controls, enforced 
by the Malaysian Immigration Department. Malaysian 
immigration chief Khairul Dzaimee Daud elaborated on the 
validity of the deportation, referring to the refugees’ lack of 
travel documents and relevant visas (CNA, 2021). However, 
UNHCR, with support from the International Organisation 
for Migration, has stated that a “states’ prerogative to 
regulate the entry of foreigners to their territories cannot 
– even in the context of a global pandemic – result in a 
denial of people’s right to seek asylum from persecution” 
(UNHCR, 2020). Amidst a context of increased xenophobia 
and Islamophobia, this has resulted in a spate of verbal 
and physical abuse against minorities and in blaming 
minorities for the spread of COVID-19 in the country 
(Zainul, 2020), highlighting the injustices levelled at this 
minority group during the pandemic.  

False accusations have also been levelled at refugees 
and migrant workers for reportedly having a higher risk 
of contracting COVID-19. Amidst poor working and living 
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conditions, discrimination, and limited access to health 
services (Sukumaran, 2020), such practices are not only 
in direct violation of fundamental rights, but also risk 
exposing migrant workers and the wider community to 
COVID-19, driving people further to the margins and 
impinging testing and contact tracing efforts. This was 
clearly demonstrated by the fact that detention centres 
themselves became, by summer 2020, COVID-19 hotspots 
(Al Jazeera, 2020).

Despite the proclamation of its state of emergency in 
January 2021, Malaysia did not change decision-making 
processes or the hierarchy of command where COVID-19 
countermeasures were concerned. Analysts and observers 
speculate that this was intended to buy time for Prime 
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin to consolidate power prior to 
the general election, which he promised would be when 
the pandemic ends (Jamal, 2021).

  c.  Philippines 

In the Philippines, three bodies are mainly responsible 
for the COVID-19 response: first, the Inter-Agency Task 
Force, which focused on policy-making; second, the Joint 
Task Force COVID-19 Shield (JTF COVID Shield), which is in 
charge of daily operations; and third, the National Incident 
Command, focusing on the enforcement of quarantine 
protocols (GovPH, 2020). JTF COVID Shield is composed 
of the Philippine National Police (PNP), the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, the Philippine Coast Guard, the Bureau 
of Fire Protection, and Barangay tanods. Police Lieutenant 
Gen. Guillermo Lorenzo Eleazarthe was appointed to head 
the JTF COVID Shield to enforce quarantine measures, 
inter-provincial checkpoints and maintain public order 
throughout the country. In total, and discounting the 
active officers, President Duterte called in four retired 
generals to serve in leadership positions in COVID-19 
management bodies (ABS-CBN News, 2020; Asia Centre 
& Harm Reduction International, 2021). As in the case of 
Indonesia, reliance on military personnel and tactics is not 
a new phenomenon, but rather a typical and characteristic 
feature of the Philippines’ current government; with Duterte 
himself declaring, “the backbone of my administration is 
the uniformed personnel” (Dizon, 2020). 

In practice, within an ECQ, the police manned 
checkpoints and enforced nightly curfew; while the 
military implemented border controls and facilitated the 
movement of healthcare workers, medical equipment, 
and supplies (Gotinga, 2020). Community patrols were 
normally delegated to Police Community Precincts where, 

starting from 9 PM, policemen and barangay officials 
would survey streets, urging people to go home and 
stay in-door until 5AM (Gotinga, 2020). PNP’s Highway 
Patrol Group also conducted random patrols to check on 
whether public utility vehicles including buses, tricycles 
and jeepneys complied with minimum health protocols 
(Journal Online, 2020). 

By July, however, the government’s response to the 
pandemic had become incrementally ‘securitised’ and 
had significant parallels with President Duterte’s ferocious 
war on drugs, under which thousands of extrajudicial 
killings were reported. In enforcing the citywide lockdown 
in Cebu, for example, military and police personnel were 
deployed to set up checkpoints, with pamphlets being 
dropped from helicopters to villages (Macasero, 2020). In 
April 2020, the Special Action Force, an elite commando 
unit of the PNP, were called in to help local police enforce 
ECQ. In July 2020, the authorities started to deploy police 
accompanying frontline healthcare workers during their 
door-to-door visits in the localities (Deutsche Welle, 2020), 
triggering alarm of potential police abuse cases (Aspinwall, 
2020). The method was similar to ‘Oplan Tokhang’ where 
police would knock on the doors of suspected drug 
dealers or users, before asking them to quit and turn 
themselves in. President Duterte himself employed an 
authoritarian rhetoric and ordered the police and the 
military to ‘shoot them dead’, when referred to quarantine 
violators (Capatides, 2020). Indicative of the government’s 
priorities is the fact that between 17 March and 2 May 
2020, more people were warned or fined for quarantine 
violations than tested for COVID-19 (Coalition for People’s 
Right to Health, 2020).

The securitisation of the pandemic response further 
resulted in an inequitable distribution of vaccines. In 
July 2020, President Duterte declared that the military, 
together with police officers, would also be put in charge of 
vaccine distribution, allegedly to avoid politicisation (Buan, 
2020). Notably, in December 2020, Secretary Lorenzana 
admitted that members of the Presidential Security Group 
were vaccinated before the very start of the vaccination 
campaign, and with illegally smuggled drugs that violated 
the Food and Drug Administration rules (Galvez, 2020). 
Additionally, families with military involvement were 
prioritised for the vaccination programme, which has 
sparked controversy and debate over the government’s 
claim that the vaccination priority is for frontline and 
vulnerable sectors (Ranada, 2021).

Abuse of power and arbitrary enforcement of COVID-19 
countermeasures were reported, ranging from physical 
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threats and beatings to public humiliation, which in at 
least three cases led to death (BBC News, 2021). In Luzon, 
curfew violators received disproportionate punishments, 
with some being locked inside dog cages under the “intense 
midday sun” (Human Rights Watch, 2020). Oftentimes, 
vulnerable communities such as the poor and sexual 
minorities were on the receiving end of such abuses. 
Peer pressure and public surveillance was encouraged 
when the JTF COVID Shield created a Facebook account 
to facilitate the reports of quarantine protocols violations 
(GMA News, 2020).

Arrest and detention in overcrowded settings, as well as 
the marginalisation of already surveilled and targeted 
communities demonstrates that the heavy involvement 
of law enforcement is not effective in slowing the spread 
of a highly infectious virus whose tracing and control are 
essential for the response. On the contrary, these punitive 
approaches hindered attempts at countering infections, 
and were ultimately detrimental to public health goals. As 
commentators concluded, “the people’s angry reaction 
to Duterte’s heavy-handed approach to the pandemic, 
though, showed that a shock and awe tactic alienates the 
public from the government instead of getting them to 
cooperate and follow day-to-day health protocols” (Dizon, 
2020).

  d.  Singapore 

On 22 January 2020, Singapore inaugurated the Multi-
Ministry Task Force (MTF) (Ministry of Health, 2020) to 
manage the COVID-19 pandemic, which in turn was 
supported by the Homeland Crisis Executive Group. 
MTF was co-chaired by Minister of Health Gan Kim Yong 
and Minister of National Development Lawrence Wong, 
while other ministers are members and part of the MTF, 
reflecting the ‘whole-of-government’ approach (Civil Service 
College, 2020). As far as law enforcement is concerned, 
the Immigration and Checkpoints Authority (ICA) and the 
Maritime Port Authority were first activated to implement 
public health screening at border checkpoints. They 
were later joined by the Singapore Civil Defence Force, 
Singapore Police Force (SPF) and Singapore Armed Forces 
(SAF), when contact tracing and setting up of quarantine 
facilities were required at a later stage. 

SPF’s roles in the pandemic response included securing 
the Government Quarantine Facilities (GQFs), facilitating 
dormitory operations, and ensuring public compliance 
with CB measures (Shah, 2020). Since late January 2020, 
when the GQFs were designated, SPFs officers were 

deployed to maintain law and order at GQFs and other 
related facilities such as Community Care Facilities, Swab 
Isolation Facilities, Gazetted Isolation Areas, also assisting 
dorm operators in ensuring that migrant workers followed 
health protocols. At times, while on day-to-day policing 
duties, SPF personnel were called in by Social Distancing 
Ambassadors (SDAs) to reinforce CB measures when 
encountering uncooperative individuals. Meanwhile, 
the military was involved in the nation’s response to 
the pandemic as well, but their roles were assigned to 
providing logistical support. For example, SAF personnel 
were mobilised to help the distribution of more than 5 
million masks to an estimated 1 million households (CNA, 
2020). Some of SAF base camps, such as Jurong, Bedok, 
Amoy Quee, Guillemard, Tanjong Gul and Lim Chu Kang, 
were also converted into Community Recovery Facilities 
(Quek, 2020).

Due to its cosmopolitan nature, whereby non-citizens 
(permanent residents and migrant workers) constitute 
38% of total population, Singapore’s Immigration and 
Checkpoints Authority (ICA) has been involved in the 
enforcement of COVID-19 countermeasures. ICA was 
the first line of defence against the pandemic as it dealt 
with human traffic coming in and out of Singapore, which 
necessitated health protocols for border control, such as 
travel bans on visitors from locations where the pandemic 
was spreading, temperature screening at checkpoints, 
and issuing Stay-Home Notices (SHN). SHN were issued to 
overseas visitors who were believed to be at-risk, requiring 
them to stay indoors for a 14-day period. For non-citizens 
working and living in the city-state, violations of SHN would 
result in a fine or incarceration, with one’s permanent 
residency or work passes revoked (Iau, 2021). In March 
2020, the Ministry of Manpower (MOM) revoked more 
than 89 work passes for those who had breached entry 
approval and SHN (Ministry of Manpower, 2020). Similar 
punishments, such as deportation, also applied for refusal 
to comply with health protocol (CNA, 2020), with SPF and 
ICA enforcing the deportation of 12 foreign nationals 
during July 2020 (CNA, 2020). 

Another unique aspect of COVID-19 law enforcement was 
the mobilisation of the so-called SDAs. While they could 
not issue fines, these SDAs were tasked with monitoring 
and reminding people to follow COVID-19 regulations. 
Employed by entities such as the Singapore Tourism 
Board or Enterprise Singapore, SDAs numbered around 
3,000 and were paid up to S$2,500 a month (Ong, 2020). 
Despite the meagre remuneration, the scheme offers 
short-term economic relief when their livelihoods were 
affected by the pandemic (Yong, 2021). 
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With the 2021 resurgence in COVID-19 cases worldwide, 
the ICA was pivotal in COVID-19 law enforcement 
regarding the Singapore-Johor border. With the 
discontinued Reciprocal Green Lane, the ICA was crucial 
in aiding people from Singapore and Malaysia to travel on 
compassionate grounds to see their family members for 
emergency reasons. Enforcement and evaluation under 
the Death and Critical Illness Emergency Visit scheme (Yeo 
& Sim, 2021) was thus executed by the ICA. 

  e.  Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka Armed Forces and Sri Lanka Police are the main 
law enforcement agencies overseeing the execution of 
COVID-19 measures. Law enforcement features heavily 
both in the National Operations Centre for Prevention of 
COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO), which was inaugurated 
on 17 March 2020, and in the Presidential Task Force “to 
direct, coordinate and monitor the delivery of continuous 
services and for the sustenance of overall community life” 
(Task Force) established on 26 March 2020 (The Gazette 
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, 2020). 
In March 2020, Commander of the Army Gen. Shavendra 
Silva was appointed as Head of NOCPCO. Silva is, in fact, 
an accused war criminal, due to his actions against the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, during the final stage of 
the Sri Lanka civil war in 2009, when up to 70,000 Tamil 
civilians perished (Borger, 2020). The broad and vague 
powers of the Task Force have been heavily criticised 
by local civil society, together with its necessity, the legal 
basis for its creation, and a lack of accountability and 
transparency characterising its operations (Centre for 
Policy Alternatives, 2020)  

The parliament was dissolved earlier for the general 
election, but as the election was postponed to August, 
and the President refused to reconvene the dissolved 
parliament during March to the first week of August 2020, 
all decisions related to COVID-19 public health crisis, 
including the implementation of ‘quarantine curfew’, were 
taken by the NOCPCO without parliamentary or judicial 
oversight. This is of particular concern, as the Sri Lankan 
Constitution and Public Security Ordinance prescribe that 
for both Proclamations of States of Emergencies and curfew 
Orders to be valid, the President must communicate them 
to Parliament (Centre for Policy Alternatives, 2020). It was 
only after the general election in August that a semblance 
of checks-and-balances returned to national politics. 

Initially, Sri Lanka Police took the lead in implementing 
COVID-19 measures, which included imposing curfew, 
setting up checkpoints, and issuing passes, evidently 

possessing the power of arrest. The tasks of the military 
were similar to the police as mentioned earlier, with one 
additional task of running the quarantine centres which, 
by 7 May 2020, amounted to 41 military-run quarantine 
facilities across the country (Farzan, 2020). Police were 
also mobilised to maintain social distancing and deter 
public gatherings. This can be observed by the example on 
11 June 2020, when the force cracked down on the ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ solidarity protest in Colombo (Kumarasinghe, 
2020).

Sri Lanka’s pandemic response increasingly became 
militarised as time passed. This was especially the case 
in the Northern and Eastern parts of the country where 
the Tamil ethnic minority reside. Despite the new directive 
(Ada Derana, 2020) mandating the police to be the sole 
agency responsible for issuing curfew passes, there were 
reports of extra-legal action and arbitrary enforcement 
from the military, as they remained involved in the pass 
authorisation process. Additionally, the role of the military 
and the State Intelligence Service in contact-tracing 
compounded the worries of civil society actors, as both 
enlisted the help of telecommunication companies to 
trace an individuals’ contacts and locations visited, while 
also looking into people’s immigration records and 
resorting to drones to monitor villages affected by the 
pandemic (Adayaalam Centre for Policy Research, 2020). 
Local media also reported the military carrying out typical 
health functions, such as conducting random temperature 
checks and directing people to hospitals (Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, 2020). The lack of a justified and legal basis 
to enforce these regulations raises questions around 
the motive of the militarised health operations, which 
heightened the potential for the discrimination and 
abuses against the Tamil ethnic minority.

In January 2021, Gen. Silva appointed 25 senior officers 
to coordinate the COVID-19 control operations in all 25 
districts of the country. Each of the units are to be led by 
a Major General. It is significant to note that at least 16 of 
the 25 appointed military officers were involved in the final 
phase of the 2009 military operations that brutally ended 
the civil war, when war crimes were allegedly committed by 
the Sri Lanka Army (International Truth and Justice Project, 
2021). In May 2021, the Sri Lankan police and military 
were mobilised in enforcing movement restrictions in 
Jaffna, a Tamil-dominated state, despite COVID-19 travel 
restrictions being eased. On 13 May 2021, the Sri Lankan 
police arrested 30 Tamils for allegedly not wearing 
masks (Tamil Guardian, 2021), whilst on 15 May 2021, 50 
Tamils were arrested for allegedly violating coronavirus 
regulations (Tamil Guardian, 2021). 
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Due to a failure to integrate digital tools into Sri Lanka’s 
public health response (Citra Social Innovation Lab, 2020), 
which will be further discussed in the next chapter, the 
government has adopted a militarised response towards 
the pandemic (Shabaz & Funk, 2020). This has been 
viewed as problematic for at least two reasons: first, the 
military, who have a long-seated history of committing 
crimes and abuses, are overall in charge, while public 
health agencies have been side-lined amidst the 
COVID-19 health emergency. Secondly, such overreliance 
on law enforcement has led to several violations of basic 
human rights. For example, under the guise of restricting 
movement to limit the transmission of COVID-19, by 30 
April 2020 Sri Lankan police forces had arrested nearly 
40,000 individuals for violating a curfew, subsequently 
contradicting themselves by placing detainees in 
overcrowded and confined places (Adayaalam Centre for 
Policy Research, 2020). 
     

Although to different degrees, the enforcement of 
COVID-19 movement restrictions, social distancing, mask 
wearing and management of quarantine facilities largely 
fell to the military and police in the five countries reviewed. 
The analysis in this chapter indicates that in enforcing these 
measures, there was a militarisation and securitisation of 
health protocols. Amidst the securitisation of pandemic 
responses, it was evidenced that governments leveraged 
the emergency context to enhance the power of executives, 
legislating vaguely-worded laws that significantly infringed 
free speech and fundamental rights. This is particularly 
problematic in countries where a securitising trend was 
already ongoing before COVID-19, such as in Indonesia, 
the Philippines, and Sri Lanka. This also raises concerns 
regarding the further entrenchment of security in the 
health realm, endangering the rights of all people. Apart 
from the physical “policing” of the population, the use of 
technology, apps, and personnel to undertake contact 
tracing and monitor the movement of people was 
executed, which Chapter 4 will analyse.
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4. Digital Surveillance and Contact Tracing

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, governments from Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Sri Lanka 
established digital surveillance and tracing measures, with physical contact tracing measures implemented and enforced 
by security officers, should digital contact tracing not suffice. WHO supports the use of digital surveillance “to enable 
rapid detection, isolation, testing, and management of cases” as well as to “detect and contain clusters and outbreaks, 
especially among vulnerable populations” (WHO, 2020). However, in practice, many of these measures risk infringing 
on privacy, with governments leveraging the introduction of COVID-19 surveillance measures to infiltrate and obtain 
personal information and share it across government agencies for law enforcement. In the process, marginalised and 
vulnerable communities were disproportionately affected, while digitised tools for data collection reinforced the digital 
and systemic inequalities.

  a.  Indonesia 

In Indonesia, the PeduliLindungi (Care and Protect) app was 
launched in late March 2020 (Lin et al., 2020) to support 
contact tracing, tracking, and geo-fencing (Arkyasa, 2020). 
PeduliLindungi collects data through the activation of 
an individual’s location, providing users with information 
regarding crowd control and zoning (PeduliLindungi, 2021). 
The zones are classified according to the intensity of the 
spread of COVID-19, as well as the number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, represented by the colours green, yellow, 
and red. Another app, 10 Rumah Aman, also known as 10 
Safe Houses, was launched on 31 March 2020 (OneTrust 
DataGuidance, 2020) to complement PeduliLindungi. 10 

Safe Houses allows individuals to measure their body 
temperature and independently monitor their health 
through Artificial Intelligence technology. It also provides 
information on potential locations that may spread 
COVID-19 based on an analysis of an individual’s body 
temperature (Dharmaraj, 2020), monitoring the spread of 
COVID-19 on a community and home-environment basis 
(Dharmaraj, 2020). For public areas such as shopping 
malls, residents must scan a QR code and fill in their basic 
personal information that will help in tracking and limiting 
the number of people within the mall (Sandi, 2020).  

PeduliLindungi was developed through a joint collaboration 
between the Communications and Information Ministry 

Surveillance and Privacy

 p Passport number
 p Contact number
 p Full name
 p Age
 p Gender
 p Ethnicity
 p ID number
 p Home address
 p Email address

 d Contact-tracing apps are 
often developed by public and 
private enterprises

 d Existing digital infrastructure 
is leveraged to institute the data 
collection system

 d In lower-middle-income 
countries, apps produced are 
often low-cost and low-quality

 d Concerns over data and privacy 
breaches have thus ensued

Source: Multiple government agencies and news websites
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and State-Owned Enterprises Ministry (The Jakarta Post, 
2020). All data captured is stored encrypted on a secure 
PeduliLindung server. As of 16 December 2020, it was 
reported that 4,600,000 Indonesians have downloaded 
PeduliLindungi (Johnson, 2020). 10 Safe Houses was 
developed by a joint collaboration between the President’s 
Staff Office and the Ministry of Communication and 
Information Technology. Whilst both apps did not specify 
where the data collected would be stored, it is most 
probable that such confidential and strategic data would 
be stored with the central government, specifically the 
Minister of Communication and Informatics (Norton Rose 
Fulbright, 2020). 

Privacy infringement and mass surveillance concerns, 
however, have arisen. Despite PeduliLindungi only 
requiring a user’s full name and phone number for tracking 
purposes, the app is programmed to request unsuspecting 
users access to their device’s camera and memory card. In 
June 2020, the Representative of Indonesia to the ASEAN 
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights and 
civil society organisations denounced the “high potential 
[of the app] to put users’ privacy at serious risk”, and 
asked the government to make public the application’s 
source code and privacy policy (Article 19, 2020). 10 Safe 
Houses further requests for more information, including 
a user’s address. The personal information on both apps 
is at risk of being misused because there are third-party 
companies, apart from the government, that process this 
data information. The Indonesian government has stated 
in two ministerial decrees (Ministry of Communication and 
Information, 2020) that both apps are securely protected 
from phishing and malware, confirming that personal 
information collected will be removed from the database 
following the end of the pandemic. Yet, the exact duration 
the data would be kept for, and the purposes for which 
the government can use the data, were not specified. 
Furthermore, Indonesia has weak data protection laws and 
reporting protocols. It does not have a specific institute 
to regulate data protection, with data breaches handled 
by the same Ministry of Communication and Information 
Technology, and National Police’s cybercrime division 
(Florene, 2020). The lack of measures to prevent and 
address data breaches, as well as periodic assessments of 
data theft, result in poor data management. 

Apart from mobile applications, Indonesian national 
security agencies have also been heavily involved in contact 
tracing. Specifically, the State Intelligence Agency has 
prepared rapid test mobile laboratories in areas including 
Jakarta, South Tangerang, Tangerang, and Surabaya. It 

is imperative to note, however, that their actions have 
received criticism for firstly, lacking the epidemiology and 
public health knowledge required to tackle COVID-19 
effectively, and secondly, lacking transparency in their 
intelligence work (Chairil, 2020). As of 25 August 2020, 
manual contact tracing remained weak due to a lack of 
community health centre workers. Many workers were 
overwhelmed by the influx of COVID-19 cases, with many 
infected, or under self-imposed quarantine. Additionally, 
residents were unwilling to provide contact tracers with 
personal data, stemming from mistrust towards the 
authorities. Many contact tracers have reported physical 
and verbal abuse, with families who are still mourning for 
the deceased, uncooperative in stating where and who the 
patient interacted with (Rayda, 2020). The high mobility rate 
of many city dwellers further reduced the effectiveness 
of contact tracing (Syakriah, 2020). Lastly, despite heavy 
involvement of law enforcement, a lack of PCR testing kits 
and poor health preparedness, together with widespread 
distrust towards the government response and its lack 
of transparency, made efforts to trace and control the 
spread of the virus overall ineffective (Riefky et al., 2020). 
  

  b.  Malaysia 

Malaysia has launched several contact tracing apps locally, 
including MySejahtera (MySejahtera, 2021), MyTrace 
(MOSTI, 2020), PgCare (PGCare, 2020), and SabahTrace 
(SabahTrace, 2020). This however, led to an initial 
inefficacy of contact tracing, with the system being too 
decentralised to properly capture data. Thus, as of August 
2020, the government has mandated MySejahtera to be 
the compulsory data tracing app in all regions (The Straits 
Times, 2020), with an estimated reach of 25 million users, 
or one in five people (CodeBlue, 2020). Failure to comply 
will result in a penalty of up to RM10,000 (US$2407) 
for individuals and up to RM50,000 (US$12,019) for 
businesses (Cho, 2021). MySejahtera was launched in 
April 2020 under the Prevention and Control of Infectious 
Diseases Act 1988 (Act 342). The app provides information 
including outbreak hotspots, hospital locations, and 
most recently, vaccination registration (Othman & 
Babulal, 2020). MySejahtera’s data collection includes an 
individual’s contact number, email address, full name, 
identity card number, age, gender, ethnicity, and home 
address (Boo, 2020). 

MySejahtera was developed by Entomo, a Malaysian 
analytics company formerly known as KPISOFT. The 
MySejahtera system, on the other hand, was developed 
through a strategic cooperation between the National 
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Security Council, the Ministry of Health, the Malaysian 
Administrative Modernisation and Management Planning 
Unit and Malaysian Communications and Multimedia 
Commission and Ministry of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (MOSTI). An individual’s data is only extracted 
from the database when potentially linked to a positive 
COVID-19 case. The government is strictly adhering to the 
regulations of the Medical Act 1971, and the Prevention 
and Control of Infectious Diseases Act 1988, treating data 
as confidential patient information (MalaysianWireless, 
2020). Thus, the institutions able to access private data 
are limited to seven entities, inclusive of the national Crisis 
Preparedness and Response Centre (CPRC), the disease 
control division under the Ministry of Health, and the 
National Cyber Security Agency. Regular performance 
assessment tests are conducted to ensure that the app is 
safe from malware or phishing attacks. 

The digital nature of MySejahtera, however, has led to 
privacy infringement concerns. Similar to Indonesia, 
MySejahtera does not merely collect location data. 
According to Exodus Privacy, users granting access to 
MySejahtera unintentionally allowed the app to delete 
content on SD cards, modify phone contacts, find accounts 
on a device, and directly call phone numbers (CodeBlue, 
2020). The government, additionally, is exempted from 
the Personal Data Protection Act under Section 3(1) (Dina, 
2020), implying poor enforcement of data protection and 
privacy regulations. Residents have also complained about 
the ineffectiveness of the app, with MySejahtera being 
overwhelmed and subsequently missing thousands of 
close contacts and positive COVID-19 cases (Sukumaran, 
2021). 

The pandemic has further highlighted the marginalisation 
of certain communities. In particular, individuals from 
lower income groups (Aiman, 2020) who lack access 
to mobile devices and Internet connectivity have been 
deeply impacted, with 36% of Malaysians estimated to 
not own a smartphone (Dayangku, 2020). In a similar 
vein, undocumented migrant workers, amounting to a 
total of two to four million according to the International 
Organisation for Migration (Lum, 2021) lack proper identity 
documents to facilitate data tracing (Beh, 2020). 

To mitigate this issue, authorities from District Health 
Offices have employed manual methods of contact 
tracing, establishing both a risk assessment and a 
response team to collect the relevant information for 
data recording purposes, which is subsequently passed to 
the CPRC. Manual methods of contact tracing, however, 
remain tedious, and issues pertaining to faking personal 

information remains. COVID-19 has further shed light on 
the unjust treatment varying across different income and 
social groups. Notably, Cabinet Ministers were exempted 
from the mandatory 10-day quarantine upon arriving back 
in Malaysia (Anand, 2021), amidst a worsening pandemic. 
This sparked much controversy and exemplified the 
double standards in regulating COVID-19 (Sukumaran, 
2020).
  

  c.  Philippines 

The Philippines launched StaySafe.PH as its official health 
condition reporting, contact tracing, and social distancing 
app on 2 September 2020 (StaySafe, 20200. The app 
collects an individual’s name, age, gender, and residence, 
with optional details including one’s company name, 
address, photo, and ID. 

StaySafe.PH was developed by Multisys Technologies 
Corporation in collaboration with PLDT-Smart Group, 
PLDT Enterprise and the Interagency Task Force on the 
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-MEID), 
as well as the National Task Force on COVID-19. As of 30 
March 2021, an estimated 15 million individual users and 
700 LGUs have adopted the StaySafe.PH app (Government 
of Philippines, 2020). The government has declared that 
StaySafe.PH will only submit an individual’s personal data 
should they be suspected or confirmed as a COVID-19 
patient, as per the Mandatory Reporting of Notifiable 
Diseases and Health Events of the Public Health Concern 
Act. Additionally, StaySafe.PH supports Manual Contact 
Tracing data, with local governments in the Philippines 
granted access towards the aforementioned set of data. 
According to the government, Digital Contact Tracing Data 
shall be destroyed after 30 days, and Manual Contact 
Tracing data shall be destroyed after a 60-day period. 

The transparency of StaySafe.PH, however, has not been 
made clear. According to the Inter-Agency Task Force on 
Emerging Infectious Diseases, StaySafe.PH is mandated 
to abide by the minimum data requirements set by the 
Department of Health’s Memorandum No. 2020-0436, thus 
treating StaySafe.PH as a disease reporting, epidemiology, 
and surveillance unit, instead of solely as a contact tracing 
app. The classification of StaySafe.PH as a disease reporting 
unit implies the substantial submission of information to 
government authorities (Jacob, 2020). Furthermore, as an 
Information and Communications Technology-based app, 
StaySafe.PH is vetted by the Department of Information 
and Communications Technology (DICT). Concerns are 
arising because the multi-agency body comprising DICT, 
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Department of Science and Technology, Department 
of the Interior and Local Government, the Philippine 
National Police, and the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
may potentially use data collected by StaySafe.PH for law 
enforcement and military purposes. The deterioration of 
contact tracing in the Philippines, evinced by a declining 
contact tracing ratio from 1:7 to 1:3 between the time 
frames of 28 February 2021 to 14 March 2021, and 15 
March 2021 to 29 March 2021 (Talabong, 2021), can 
likely be attributed to the potential privacy infringement 
StaySafe.PH poses. Experts have also attributed such a 
trend to the lack of a unified contact tracing system, further 
worsened by companies competing against each other 
to produce different apps (Aurelio, 2021). Additionally, 
the lack of credibility of StaySafe.PH, evinced by the 
delayed production of certification by the Department of 
Information and Communications Technology, has led to 
the withholding of government funding that can improve 
and expand StaySafe.PH’s data surveillance methods 
(Ranada, 2020). 

Moreover, lapses in the implementation of contact tracing 
have been observed. A widening inequality gap has 
emerged, with the poor abused to the extent of being 
beaten with a paddle, and forced to conduct degrading and 
humiliating acts, while the rich and powerful easily evade 
punishment for flouting COVID-19 quarantine regulations. 
For example, in January 2021, Philippines’ contact-tracing 
chief Benjamin Magalong attended a birthday party, where 
few attendees wore masks or exercised social distancing 
requirements. Initially, he claimed ignorance of the illegal 
gathering until a YouTube video surfaced confirming 
his attendance (Robles, 2021). While he tendered his 
resignation letter, the NTF rejected his resignation and 
kept him on the post.

Lastly, the Philippines lacks digital assimilation, having 
relied heavily on hospital-based care (Philippine Society 
of Public Health Physicians, 2020) and physical contact 
tracers to contain the spread of COVID-19. The lack of 
public health care facilities and resources targeting the 
effective training of tracers, (Arcangel, 2021) have led to 
poor contact tracing; with the data of confirmed COVID-19 
patients often failing to be updated and encoded. For 
example, in November 2020, it was estimated that out of 
the ‘capacitated’ 135,000 contact tracers in the Philippines, 
less than half were remunerated. This was attributed to 
the Bayanihan to Recover as One Act, or the Bayanihan 
2, which only allowed the release of budget for 50,000 
contact tracers until December 2020 (CNN Philippines, 
2020), amplifying the transience of these workers. Whilst 
the government is progressively attempting to bridge 

the gap through its Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers or 
TUPAD Program - wherein the Department of Labor and 
Employment planned to hire and deploy 5,754 contact 
tracers in Metro Manila for three months with a minimum 
wage of ₱537 (US$10.78) per day (The Star, 2021) – 
physical contact tracing remains weak. 
  

  d.  Singapore 

The government launched two complementary apps, 
namely TraceTogether and SafeEntry (TraceTogether, 
2020), to facilitate contact tracing. The TraceTogether 
app was launched on 20 March 2020 (Tang & Mahmud, 
2020), whilst the physical TraceTogether Token, which 
uses Bluetooth low energy to transmit data (Chee, 2021), 
was launched officially on 28 June 2020. SafeEntry was 
utilised from 23 April 2020 onwards (Government of 
Singapore, 2020). The purpose of TraceTogether is to 
identify individuals who were in close proximity with 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, while SafeEntry locates 
potential clusters by logging the places a person has 
visited via QR code scanning. TraceTogether collects data 
including an individual’s contact number, identification 
details, a random anonymised User ID, and Bluetooth 
proximity data, which will be automatically deleted after 
25 days (TraceTogether, 2020). SafeEntry collects an 
individual’s full name, identity card number or equivalent, 
mobile number, address and timestamp of the subject 
premises entered (SafeEntry, 2021). To prevent privacy 
infringement, TraceTogether has omitted the collection 
of real-world location data, instead exchanging short-
distance Bluetooth signals with nearby users of the token 
or app to identify potential COVID-19 cases (GovTech, 
2020). If an individual has been diagnosed with COVID-19, 
their data would be uploaded to the Ministry of Health’s 
database for decryption and contact tracing purposes 
(Personal Data Protection Commission, 2021). 

Both apps were developed by a joint collaboration between 
the Government Technology Agency and Ministry of Health 
(MOH). As of 26 February 2021, an estimated 90% of the 
population uses TraceTogether (Wong, 2021). Manual 
check-ins were thus discontinued after 31 May 2021, with 
check-ins being recorded by the TraceTogether app or 
token (Low, 2021). As of 12 July 2021, contact tracing and 
surveillance is enforced by TraceTogether only,  wherein 
SafeEntry is mandatory in all venues, and individuals will 
have to use either the TraceTogether token or app to 
check-in (SafeEntry, 2021). With regards to TraceTogether, 
the Bluetooth proximity data collected is stored securely 
on an individual’s device, only shared with MOH should one 
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test positive for COVID-19. TraceTogether and SafeEntry 
store the collected details in a secure Government server 
(TraceTogether, 2021), which can only be accessed by 
the relevant authorities to facilitate contact tracing, or 
criminal investigations and proceedings as defined by 
the COVID-19 (Temporary Measures) Act 2020 (SafeEntry, 
2021; Singapore Statutes Online, 2021). 

Issues pertaining to privacy infringement, however, have 
arisen. Prior to the adoption of the aforementioned 
bill, it was revealed that Singaporean authorities could 
access private data for criminal investigation purposes, 
contradictory to their initial claim of only accessing 
TraceTogether data should one be tested positive for 
COVID-19 (Illmer, 2021; Tham, 2021). This was met with 
severe public backlash, even after the introduction of the 
Covid-19 (Temporary Measures) (Amendment) Bill, which 
specifies seven crimes in which personal contact tracing 
data can be used for investigations or criminal proceedings 
(Chee, 2021) – and is thus in itself problematic. Leader 
of the Opposition Pritam Singh further highlighted how 
other law enforcement and investigation tools, such as 
CCTV footage and forensic examinations of devices, could 
be utilised in place of TraceTogether’s data collection, 
surfacing that convenience in tackling investigations should 
not compromise individual privacy (Han, 2020). Opposition 
Party Progress Singapore Party further reinforced that 
TraceTogether data should be clearly defined and used in 
contact tracing, with its employment under the Criminal 
Procedure Code potentially discouraging residents from 
using TraceTogether altogether (Wong, 2021).

Singapore’s high digital connectivity and mobile 
penetration rate has led to the gradual phasing out 
of manual contact tracing. This has also impacted 
communities, such as foreign workers in the construction, 
marine, and process sectors, who were mandated to 
download the TraceTogether app by a stipulated deadline 
amidst soaring COVID-19 cases in Singapore’s foreign 
worker dormitories. Being registered on TraceTogether 
soon became a criterion for workers to meet before 
being granted access to leave their dormitories for work 
(Wong, 2020). However, as per a MOM report published in 
2015, only 53% of foreign workers use phones, with 19% 
lacking Wi-Fi access at their accommodation (Ministry of 
Manpower, 2015). The usage of the contact-tracing token, 
BluePass, therefore mitigates the issue arising from the 
migrant worker’s lack of access to digital connectivity, 
with its functionality as a velcro-strap watch suiting the 
dormitory and worksite environment (Ng, 2020). As of early 
November, more than 450,000 workers have received 
BluePass. Close-contact data from BluePass is encrypted 

“with no personal identifiable information stored” (CNA, 
2020), but concerns have arisen related to its potential 
long-term implementation within the new normal (CNA, 
2021).
  

  e.  Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka leveraged an existing platform, District Health 
Information Software 2 (DHIS2), to execute surveillance 
and vaccine delivery. Implemented in 2013 (Manoj et al., 
2013) and created by the Health Information Systems 
Programme, DHIS2 undertakes the functions of contact 
tracing, daily reporting, surveillance, and port of entry 
screening (Inter-American Development Bank, 2021). In 
particular, to track incoming travellers from regions with 
high risk of COVID-19 infection, a new DHIS2 Tracker was 
created (DHIS2, 2021). Upon an individual’s first point 
of registration, the tracker collects data including one’s 
name, date of birth, gender, email, passport number, 
and telephone number (Amarakoon, 2020). After the 14-
day quarantine, DHIS2 health care workers will monitor 
and follow up with individuals to check for symptoms of 
COVID-19 (Exemplars in Global Health, 2020). Utilising the 
tracker is mandatory for all incoming travellers.

Systemic discrimination has been further perpetuated 
during the COVID-19 crisis. Military personnel purposely 
placed a higher proportion of quarantine centres in 
predominantly Tamil and Muslim regions, despite these 
areas having relatively low infection rates. Moreover, 
military personnel have utilised a combination of contacts, 
places visited, and immigration records to discriminatorily 
trace Tamils and Muslims (Independent Professionals 
Alliance, 2020). It appears that the data collected has not 
been properly encrypted, and how exactly individual data 
is handled has not been clearly articulated.

As part of manual contact tracing regulations, the military 
have further employed drones in executing digital 
surveillance (Farzan, 2020). Specifically, drones survey 
borders of provinces under lockdown, and trace those 
breaking the prohibition (LIRNEasia, 2020). This has 
sparked controversy over the infringement of privacy, in 
terms of collecting data pertaining to individual residences 
and tracking of locations (Xinhua, 2020). Arbitrary arrests 
of individuals have led to speculation of the military 
abusing its power through an unjust collection of data and 
privacy infringements.  
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A review of the technology used and contact tracing 
undertaken in the five countries shows that multiple apps 
were developed, and that challenges exist surrounding 
uptake rates, especially among the digitally disadvantaged 
and vulnerable communities. Where access to technology 
was limited, the focus was more on physical contact 
tracing and surveillance. The main concern remains 
around the collection of data, its storage, privacy, and data 
sharing between ministries for law enforcement. The next 
chapter will review how the laws, enforcement agencies, 
and contact tracing and surveillance impact vulnerable 
communities and exacerbate the digital divide.
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5. Impact on Vulnerable Communities

Following the review of COVID-19 and state of emergency laws, the role of enforcement agencies and monitoring and 
contact-tracing protocols, this chapter will highlight how these measures, designed to curb the spread of coronavirus, 
have affected vulnerable populations across the five countries. Measures such as lockdowns, curfews, movement control 
orders, as well as regulations pertaining to the designation of quarantine facilities have had a debilitating effect on 
various vulnerable communities, with refugees, indigenous and ethnic minorities, foreign domestic workers, migrants, 
and undocumented workers suffering from the impact of state laws.

  a.  Indonesia 

In Indonesia’s West Papua, ethnic minorities have suffered 
from brutal and inhumane lockdown measures. This 
has been exacerbated by two factors: the enforcement 
of discriminatory COVID-19 protocols, and the region’s 
ongoing armed conflict (Asia Pacific Report, 2021). The 
militarised response towards COVID-19 has resulted in a 
skewed power imbalance within the enforcement system, 
alongside a fundamental abuse of human rights. For 
example, on 25 May 2020, in attempts to disperse a group 
of local residents that the police claimed had refused 
to follow instructions, a water cannon was employed, 
resulting in the death of a Papuan man (International 
Coalition for Papua, 2021). The transport of cargo and 
medical personnel, additionally, was leveraged by the 
military to enter Papua’s remote conflict zones, thereby 
putting minorities at risk (Solidarity for Indigenous 
Papuans, 2020). This is in spite of renewed lockdown 
measures being imposed within the region, evincing the 
military’s guise in dehumanising West Papuans amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The urban poor refer to communities living below the 
urban poverty line, with a significant proportion not 
registered as residents, or simply denied entry into cities 
(Aji, 2015). This has resulted in them being denied social 
assistance, failing to obtain assistance packages including 
cash, staple food, and medical supplies (Wilson, 2020). 
Their lack of access to clean water and basic sanitation 
facilities has also been compounded by the pandemic, 
with the economic downturn resulting in their lessened 
ability to purchase water from private vendors. According 
to Statistics Indonesia, poorer households comprising four 
to five family members had a median income of Rp 3.36 
million in 2019, implying for water consumption to be a 
significant burden in terms of a family’s spending. Though 
handwashing is known to be one of the most effective ways 
to curb the spread of the coronavirus, such a basic right 
appears to be a luxury to the tens of millions of people 

in abject poverty, who have little to no access to proper 
sanitation and medical facilities (Syakriah, 2020). The need 
for social distancing and self-isolation, lockdowns, and the 
criminalisation of pandemic-related responses further 
compounds the urban poor’s inability to earn wages, as 
most of their livelihoods are dependent on the informal 
economy (Arshad, 2021).

The COVID-19 pandemic has also worsened the 
marginalisation of poor women. Poor women are more 
likely to be working in the informal sector, and self-
isolation impedes their income flow. This impact is 
further underscored in female-headed households, which 
account for 15% of total households in Indonesia. Statistics 
underline how female-headed households are likely to 
have poorer living conditions than their male counterparts 
(National Bureau of Economic Research, 2019), with an 
estimated 2.5 million female-headed households needing 
to take care of children at primary school age, and an 
estimated 5 million female-headed households needing 
to support their parents. One in two poor female-headed 
households also have to provide care for people with 
disabilities in their home (University of Indonesia, 2020). 
With self-isolation measures implemented, the burden 
on these women is severely intensified. A combination of 
lockdown and self-isolation measures have also led to a 
rise in domestic violence cases. The Legal Aid Foundation 
of the Indonesian Women’s Association for Justice (LBH 
APIK) said it had received 1,178 reports of violence against 
women and children in 2020, a significant increase from 
794 reported cases in 2019, and 837 in 2018 (Syakriah, 
2021). Moreover, the lockdown has reduced the avenues 
for reporting abuses, with unreported cases of violence 
against women becoming a trend (Syakriah, 2021). 
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  b.  Malaysia 

For the purposes of this study, migrant workers are 
defined as those that fulfil low-wage earning, irregular, and 
unskilled occupations (Phua & Min, 2020). It is estimated 
that there are between three and four million migrant 
workers in Malaysia. The onset of COVID-19, as well as 
the enhanced Movement Control Order (MCO), limited 
the operation of several informal sectors, many of which 
employed migrant workers. In fact, employers were told to 
limit their human resources to 50% or lower of the total 
workforce during the enhanced MCO period, preventing 
many daily-wage and productivity-based migrant 
workers from working. The Human Rights Commission 
of Malaysia further reported that the employment status 
of many migrant workers was ambiguous and not clearly 
communicated across by employers, and the uncertainty 
surrounding the renewal of their work pass permits 
further reinforced the irregularity of workers (Human 
Rights Commission of Malaysia, 2020). 

Additionally, policy regulations regarding migrants’ access 
to medical facilities were unclear, causing an unequal 
distribution of rights. Specifically, on 30 January 2020, the 
MOH indicated that migrants suspected to be COVID-19 
positive would be exempted from paying outpatient fees, 
inclusive of registration, examination, treatment, and 
hospital fees (Wahab, 2020). However, on 23 March 2020, 
the government stated that the aforementioned fees 
should be paid by migrant workers, though MOH refuted 
the government’s statement (Batumalai, 2020). Such 
discrepancies reflect an uncoordinated response towards 
the treatment of migrant workers, hinting at deep-
seated prejudices that deny this vulnerable community 
fundamental rights.

Moreover, poor and unhygienic living conditions render 
migrant workers extremely susceptible to the coronavirus, 
as corroborated by the escalating positive COVID-19 cases 
amongst this community. Statistics highlight how positive 
COVID-19 cases amongst migrant workers constituted 
72% of total COVID-19 cases during the period of 7 May 
2020 to 12 June 2020, a significant proportion compared 
to the local community (Wahab, 2020). The poor living 
and working conditions in Top Glove factory, for example, 
resulted in Malaysia’s largest COVID-19 outbreak and 
active cluster of 2020, with over 2000 migrant workers 
testing positive (The Straits Times, 2020). 

The undocumented status of many migrants and asylum 
seekers led Malaysia to discredit formal recognition of this 

vulnerable community (Daniel & Yasmin, 2020). Malaysia’s 
stance towards asylum seekers has significantly hardened, 
leveraging the pandemic as an excuse to deny refugees 
entry. Hence, for boats intercepted close to shore or 
onshore, asylum seekers aboard are detained; while boats 
intercepted further out at sea are escorted out of territorial 
waters (Jeffrey, 2020). For example, a boat carrying an 
estimated 396 Rohingya had been turned away from 
Malaysian waters three times before being rescued by a 
Bangladesh coast guard, with 32 ethnic Rohingya having 
passed away prior to rescue (Paul, 2020). The transient 
status of undocumented migrants and asylum seekers, 
as well as their lack of citizenship rights, has complicated 
their obtainment of proper COVID-19 treatment. This has 
been exacerbated by the Malaysia government’s back-
pedalling of its promise not to conduct immigration raids 
(Free Malaysia Today, 2020), leading many to refrain from 
seeking proper COVID-19 treatment and testing, thus 
escalating their vulnerability to the virus and its spread in 
the community. The Rohingya community, for example, 
is considered an “at-risk” group, estimated to be one of 
Malaysia’s largest COVID-19 clusters (Malay Mail, 2020). 

With an estimated two million undocumented workers, 
Malaysia’s securitised response to the pandemic has 
resulted in many immigration raids, alongside the 
subsequent detainment of both undocumented workers 
and refugees in areas such as Kuala Lumpur and Klang 
Valley. Human Rights Watch and the Asia Pacific Refugee 
Rights Network said over 700 migrants, including young 
children, were taken into custody (The Straits Times, 
2020) during massive raid operations conducted by the 
immigration, police, and civil defence forces (Sukumaran 
& Jaipragas, 2020). Specifically, the raid conducted on 11 
May 2020 at Selayang Wholesale Market, where many 
illegal migrants previously worked, witnessed them 
undergoing an “identity verification” exercise that resulted 
in an estimated 1,300 people arrested, with many women 
separated from their husbands. Even as the Wholesale 
Market reopened, undocumented migrants were denied 
entry and jobs, despite the lack of locals willing to take up 
the migrants’ occupations (Soo, 2020) - indicative of the 
rise in xenophobic sentiments targeting foreign nationals 
amidst the pandemic. Moreover, the poor conditions of 
the detention centres reflect the authorities’ inhumane 
treatment of illegal migrants, with dozens often packed 
into one cell (The Straits Times, 2020). This has rendered 
social distancing impossible, exacerbating the spread of 
COVID-19 and thus resulting in coronavirus clusters at 
the immigration detention centres in Bukit Jalil, Semenyih, 
Sepang and Putrajaya (Wahab, 2020).
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  c.  Philippines 

Members of the LGBTQI+ community were targeted for 
purportedly violating the COVID-19 travel and health 
advisories. In April 2020, there was a report of village 
officials in Pampanga province using public humiliation as 
a tactic to punish curfew violators. After three LGBTQI+ 
people were detained for staying outdoors after the 
curfew, the Barangay officer ordered them to kiss, dance, 
and do push-ups on a live social media broadcast (ABS-
CBN News, 2020). On 3 April 2021, the PNP opened 
an investigation into the case of Darren Manaog 
Peñaredondo, who passed away after he was made to do 
300 squat-like exercises, after local authorities caught him 
buying water outside his home after 6 PM. Peñaredondo, 
who had a heart condition, collapsed and passed away the 
next morning (Aben, 2021).

Homeless people were another group affected by the 
government’s COVID-19 countermeasures. In mid-March 
2020, a few days after Manila was placed under the ECQ, 
local authorities shut down a homeless shelter run by 
a faith-based organization and, in Quezon City, a cafe-
converted temporary homeless shelter, claiming that 
these facilities violated quarantine procedures (Santos, 
2020). Some businesses, however, have adapted and 
continue to provide assistance to the homeless. For 
example, bakery-converted temporary homeless shelter 
Popburri, delivers food to over 200 homeless people daily 
(Our Better World, 2020).

The ECQ has also rendered a higher proportion of young 
Filipinos to suffer from depression and sexual abuse. 
On 19 March 2021, the government issued an order 
mandating young Filipinos 18 year olds and younger to 
remain at home for minimally two weeks. These mobility 
restrictions have caused many youth to be plagued 
with anxiety and depression, with child protection units 
receiving an increase of reports of suicide attempts and 
sexual abuse (Gotinga, 2021). 

  d.  Singapore 

To curb the escalation of COVID-19 cases, the Singaporean 
authorities implemented a lockdown, also known as circuit 
breaker, to enhance social distancing and isolation. The 
circuit breaker lasted for close to two months (Baker, 
2020). During this period of isolation, the poor treatment of 
foreign domestic workers (FDWs) surfaced. For FDWs, the 
circuit breaker implied heavier workloads and shortened 

rest hours, with the boundaries of work and rest blurred. 
Additionally, the right to rest days was often neglected, 
as FDWs were strictly not allowed to leave the house 
premises to mingle with friends. The increased proximity 
with employers further resulted in increased tension, with 
salary disputes as well as physical and verbal abuse cases 
ensuing (Wong, 2020). 

According to a survey conducted amongst FDWs by The 
Association of Women for Action and Research (AWARE), 
40% of respondents indicated fewer rest days, and 
20% reported that they had no rest days, following the 
imposition of the circuit breaker. Stay-home measures also 
impacted the process of remitting money, as FDWs had 
lesser opportunities to leave their employers’ house. This 
was mentally taxing, as much of their kin rely on the FDW’s 
remittances to get by (Association of Women for Action and 
Research, 2020). Moreover, the circuit breaker resulted in 
the FDW’s limited access to communication channels with 
agencies such as the MOM, with poor communication 
of working regulations and rights entitlement occurring 
(Antona, 2020). The Foreign Domestic Worker Association 
for Social Support and Training reported that the number 
of FDWs runaway cases more than doubled from March 
to April 2020, indicative of breakdowns in employer-FDW 
relationships. One FDW even reported that her employer 
barred her from entering his home as he was afraid that 
she would bring the coronavirus home. 

The pandemic, and specifically the need for social 
distancing, highlighted the poor living, working, and mental 
conditions most migrant workers faced even before the 
pandemic. With regards to living conditions, an estimated 
12 to 16 workers are housed in one room (Ratcliffe, 2020). 
Upon facing an outbreak of COVID-19 cases in the migrant 
worker dormitories, the Singaporean authorities further 
tightened social distancing and isolation measures, 
barring workers from exiting their designated room. NGO 
Transient Workers Count Too reported how workers 
surfaced fears of contracting COVID-19 due to the close 
physical proximity they have with other migrants in shared 
communal facilities (Chew, 2020). Additionally, state 
legislation reinforces how the welfare of migrant workers, 
even amidst a pandemic, remains neglected. 

Despite food being provided for them, administrative 
errors in catering Chinese food for Muslims, and in 
arranging disproportionately small portions for the 
workers, indicate the poor and uncoordinated response 
towards ensuring the workers’ minimal welfare (Paulo et 
al., 2020). The movement restrictions, and the mounting 
uncertainty FDWs face arising from job instability and 
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limited interactions with their families have also resulted 
in an escalation of mental health issues, causing many 
workers to attempt or commit suicide (Geddie & 
Aravindan, 2020), unaware on how and where to seek 
help from. This was compounded by the strict and tighter 
surveillance imposed onto the migrant workers during 
Phase 2 of Singapore’s reopening, wherein the majority of 
the Singaporean population could meet in small-groups 
of up to five people (Zhang, 2020), but the workers were 
only permitted to “access the community once a month” 
subject to frequent testing and the wearing of contact 
tracing devices (Hui, 2020). As of 30 April 2021, workers are 
only permitted to leave the dormitory to visit designated 
Recreation Centres should they have a valid exit pass. 
Employers must also submit an essential errands form 
for workers to run errands (Ministry of Manpower, 2021). 
Reports state that digital surveillance surrounding migrant 
workers are unlikely to ease until the vaccination rates are 
increased (Heijmans, 2021), with such tracing measures 
likely to remain post-pandemic (Kathiravelu, 2020).

In 2021, re-infection plagued the migrant workers 
community, with workers who received the second vaccine 
dosage also testing positive (Aravindan & Lin, 2021). This 
suggests that the excessive and tight regulations imposed 
on migrant workers had little effect on mitigating the 
spread of the virus, and that a holistic evaluation of the 
workers’ treatment should be incorporated into the health 
protocols implemented. While stringent testing measures 
are legitimate to curb transmissions, the principles of 
proportionality and non-discrimination envisaged by 
international human rights standards do not condone the 
disparate treatment of workers apart from the general 
population (OHCHR, 2021).

  e.  Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka had implemented a nationwide curfew from 
6pm on 20 March 2020 until 6am on 23 March 2020 
to curb the escalation in COVID-19 cases (GardaWorld, 
2020). The imposition of this curfew was unprecedented, 
with inadequate steps taken to supply essential goods 
and medicines to the population. Additionally, Sri Lanka’s 
overall COVID-19 response has been highly militarised, 
with the President authorising the Police to arrest people 
for violating curfew (Jang, 2020). This resulted in the arrest 
of over 60,000 people needing essential goods for alleged 
curfew violations (Xinhua, 2020), despite lawmakers 
criticising the curfew’s legitimacy due to lack of an adequate 
legal basis as well as lack of a dissemination transparency, 
reinforcing the disproportionate impact exerted onto 

vulnerable communities amidst the criminalisation of 
COVID-19 exposure and transmission.

The militarisation of the public health response to 
COVID-19 has led to the blatant abuse of military power, 
with the military designating the North province of Sri 
Lanka as quarantine centres (QCs). The North province, 
inclusive of areas such as Oddusuddan, Vadamarachchi 
East, and Jaffna, are densely populated with Tamils, an 
ethnic minority (Tamil Guardian, 2020). Given the history 
of discrimination against the Tamils (World Directory of 
Minorities and Indigenous Peoples, 2018), and systemic 
ethnic profiling (Kumarasinghe, 2021), it is evinced that the 
designation of QCs is purposeful and politically motivated. 
Moreover, the fact that the military converted educational 
facilities into QCs, and subsequently denied their actions, 
highlights the blatant compromise of the Tamils’ safety 
amidst a health crisis (Tamil Guardian, 2020). Additionally, 
despite the easing of travel restrictions, the harassment 
of Tamil journalists and politicians, the imposition of 
barricades and arbitrary arrests and detentions remain 
rife, evincing the militarisation of the pandemic response 
(Tamil Guardian, 2021).  

With regards to the Muslim minority, the government has 
mandated compulsory cremations for Muslims who have 
died after contracting COVID-19, in violation of traditional 
Islamic funeral practices that involve burying the dead 
(Qazi, 2020). Despite WHO guidelines that permit burials, 
the hard government stance has deprived Muslims of 
their fundamental religious rights (Tennakoon, 2020). 

Overcrowding in prisons and detention centres made it 
impossible to isolate and maintain social distancing. The 
quick spread of the virus led prisoners to protest over 
the overcrowded and unhygienic living conditions, which 
propelled security forces to open fire in the Mahara prison 
in Gampaha District, Bogambara prison in Kandy, and 
Anuradhapura prison. This resulted in the death of 11, 
one, and two prisoners respectively, with more than 100 
individuals injured (United States Department of State, 
2021). Coupled with the killings, and the fact that prison 
centres such as Mahara Prison blatantly disregarded the 
official capacity of 1,000, it is evident that basic human 
rights of prisoners have not been observed before, nor 
during, the pandemic.

Low-wage and productivity-based garment workers from 
parts of Katunayake Free Trade Zone also suffered from 
poor and overcrowded living conditions. On 11 October 
2020, the military forcibly took these workers, alongside 
their spouses and children, to makeshift QCs, providing 
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them with less than 10 minutes to pack their bags and 
reportedly raiding their boarding rooms (EconomyNext, 
2020). The lack of provision of protective masks, and poor 
dissemination of information, including failing to inform 
workers of the QC’s location, worsened the impact of 
the government’s uncoordinated response. Rights were 
further denied in separating workers from their families 
despite not having undergone proper COVID-19 testing, 
with the lack of a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test 
subjecting the workers to an increased threat of contagion 
(Jang, 2020).  

 

The issues highlighted in this chapter point to the 
mistreatment of vulnerable, undocumented, exploited, 
and minority groups amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, often 
exacerbated by securitised and militarised approaches 
introduced under the guise of health and pandemic-
related measures. The next chapters will provide some 
recommendations, targeted towards preventing the 
exacerbation of human rights violations against over-
policed communities.
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6. Compliance with International Human Rights 
Standards

In analysing the application of COVID-19 health protocols and the use of executive powers – including through states of 
emergency – in the five countries under review, this report underscores an alarming trend arising from the governments’ 
responses to the coronavirus pandemic. Across all five countries, the urgency of the situation propelled public officials, 
with little transparency, to equate the COVID-19 responses with fighting a ‘war’, effectively turning global public health 
challenges into national security threats. Consequently, individuals and communities that failed to or could not comply 
with COVID-19 protocols were treated as criminals or enemies, compounding the mistreatment of marginalised 
communities. The COVID-19 protocols implemented were primarily aimed at disciplining the population, rather than at 
preemptively identifying possible patients for treatment and cure. In the process, many countries excessively securitised 
their pandemic responses, aligning their health protocols towards pre-existing governmental agendas. The failure to 
comply with international health and human rights standards, such as the Siracusa Principles (that clarify the boundaries 
of rights limitations under the ICCPR), underscores the countries’ lack of commitment towards international protocols, 
and an excessive focus on criminalisation of transmission and exposure to COVID-19.

  a.   Rise in Securitisation of 
Health Protocols 

The five countries under review have responded to 
the COVID-19 pandemic through varying degrees of 
securitisation, ranging from a blended civil-military 
response (Singapore), to securitised responses (Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines), to a fully militarised response 
(Sri Lanka). Both active and retired security personnel 
dominated, and in some cases led, national task forces in 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka, side-
lining health experts and social service professionals. 
This is compounded in countries with an existing trend of 
securitisation and militarisation, including Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Sri Lanka. As previous experiences have 
highlighted, “pivotal events (such as humanitarian crises, 
epidemics, wars and now COVID-19) further entrench 
militaries as common actors in the health realm” (Gibson-
Fall, 2021), perpetuating a problematic and dangerous 
securitised approach that severely overlooks health and 
human rights. 

Governments further defended the legitimacy of such 
securitised and militarised measures by pointing at the 
“emergency” of the situation. However, such measures 
in the context of a national emergency were not legally 
subject to rights limitations stipulated under the Siracusa 
Principles of 1984, which are non-binding (Todrys et al., 
2013). Sun (2020) buttresses how the Siracusa Principles 
“are difficult to operationalise in public health crises”, with 
the uncertainty of the situation rendering the assessment 
of the degree in which responses are “evidence-based or 
arbitrary” to be extremely difficult. 

The Siracusa Principles (ECOSOC, 1984) articulate that in 
times of emergency rights can only be restricted should 
the following standards be met:

a) provided for and carried out in accordance with the 
law;

b) based on scientific evidence;
c) directed toward a legitimate objective;
d) strictly necessary in a democratic society;
e) the least intrusive and restrictive means available;
f) neither arbitrary nor discriminatory in application;
g) of limited duration; and
h) subject to judicial review. 

It is highly debatable whether most of these criteria are 
satisfied under the five countries’ emergency laws. In 
relation to judicial review of such laws, while this may 
exist on paper, in some authoritarian contexts, courts are 
entirely compliant with the wishes of the ruling regimes. 

Across the five countries reviewed, political opportunism 
was rife, with all task forces limiting human rights 
protections to various degrees. The authorities of the five 
countries have, under the guise of the pandemic, tightened 
media regulation and censorship, ostensibly to prevent 
pandemic-related misinformation. The vagueness of the 
laws and the immense authority wielded by incumbent 
parties to enforce such legislation raise questions around 
the legitimacy and proportionality of such restrictions. 
Additionally, whilst social distancing and “lockdowns” were 
deemed necessary to combat the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the population’s basic needs comprising food, water, 
sanitation and shelter were not adequately met (Sun, 
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2020). In Indonesia, the urban poor’s access to water 
worsened with lockdowns. The residents in the Philippines 
were not given sufficient time to procure supplies 
before the imposed curfew. The poor incorporation of 
civilian, scientific health leadership led to over-militarised 
responses that were insensitive to basic human needs. 

Without adequate measures to address the population’s 
basic needs, it is irrational to expect residents to abide 
by vaguely-worded and hastily imposed laws. The 
criminalisation of COVID-19 exposure and transmission, 
as enacted by law enforcement agencies across the five 
countries, is thus not substantiated by proportionate 
legislation. Moreover, the harsh and degrading penalties 
levied onto residents often lack legality, with the 
punishments imposed disproportionate to the crime 
committed, and degrading in nature. In Indonesia for 
example, the public shaming act of forcing violators to dig 
graves for the deceased severely violates fundamental 
human rights, and is clearly misaligned with the Siracusa 
Principles, which require that measures introduced in 
times of emergencies be “based on scientific evidence” 
and are not arbitrary “in application”. Notably, The 
Siracusa Interpretative Principles further clarify that 
“The need to protect public safety can justify limitations 
provided by law. It cannot be used for imposing vague 
or arbitrary limitations and may only be invoked when 
there exist adequate safeguards and effective remedies 
against abuse”. Based on the report’s overall analysis, it 
is debatable whether the legislation imposed is clearly 
defined and proportionate.

  b.   Rise in Surveillance and 
Privacy Violations 

The securitisation of pandemic responses also raised 
the issue of data privacy infringement, notably in states 
that have poor legal protections. Governments of all 
countries reviewed in this report have introduced contact-
tracing apps and manual contact-tracing methods to 
collect individual information for purposes of reducing 
the COVID-19 transmission (WHO, 2020). Yet, when many  
such applications were launched, they remained in the 
preliminary and experimental stages, with countries such 
as Sri Lanka lacking proper digital infrastructure to support 
the proliferation of contact-tracing apps. 

Across all five countries reviewed, the applications 
launched involved a government-affiliate and a third party 
manufacturer. A lack of transparency and accountability 
within some data collection frameworks caused rife 

privacy violations. For example in Sri Lanka, it was possible 
for the identification of an individual’s COVID status to 
be made via an “Application Programming Interface” call 
should one have access to an individual’s National Identity 
Card. Additionally, identities of COVID-19 positive patients 
and their families were leaked in online and offline media 
(Bandaranayake & Natesan, 2021). In Singapore, the 
collection of details was exposed to being legislated for 
use in criminal investigations (BBC News, 2021), with 
the vagueness of what falls under the jurisdiction of the 
Criminal Procedure Code exacerbating the distrust of the 
population towards government. Concerns thus abound 
over how such sensitive information was handled, and 
whether adequate legislation and infrastructure is in place 
to prevent data leakages and unwanted sharing. None of 
the five countries inspire confidence in this regard. 

International human rights standards have outlined the 
need to uphold data privacy even amidst public health 
emergencies. Article 12 of the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights (1948), whose key provisions are binding under 
customary international law, states that “No one shall 
be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, 
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon 
his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the 
protection of the law against such interference or attacks.” 
Article 17 of the ICCPR (1966), a binding instrument to 
which Indonesia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka are party 
to, stipulates that, “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence”. However, it is evident that governments 
have leveraged the crisis to further restrict fundamental 
rights, with controversies and the extent of intrusivity 
displayed, questioning the validity of data collection and 
privacy amidst the pandemic (McKinsey & Company, 2020).

  c.    Vulnerable Communities 
Disproportionately Affected 

Whilst COVID-19 mitigation efforts have affected people 
across all social strata, vulnerable communities—
including ethnic minorities, undocumented workers, 
foreign domestic workers, refugees, members of LGBTQI+ 
community, people in detention, homeless people, and (in 
this particular case) frontline public health personnel—
have been exceedingly put at a disadvantaged and 
precarious position exposing them further to health risks, 
as well as discrimination.
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The securitisation of the pandemic response and the 
introduction of intrusive surveillance methods has 
undeniably affected vulnerable populations in unique 
ways. The appointment of security officials in leading task 
forces has led to injudicious, rigid, and in some cases 
violent practices that resulted in further marginalisation of 
vulnerable populations, hindering the overall fight against 
the virus. Crucially, these vulnerable communities already 
suffer from poor living conditions, but the intrusive laws 
passed under the guise of mitigating the pandemic, further 
perpetuated their hardship. For example, as analysed 
in Chapter 3 and 5, many of the authorities overlooked 
the unhygienic, cramped, and overcrowded prison 
facilities that they detained immigrants or those violating 
COVID-19 measures in. This accelerated the spread of 
COVID-19, and in many instances, led to the countries’ 
largest virus clusters. The criminalisation of COVID-19 
transmission and exposure, further exacerbated the 
negative and disproportionate impact exerted on many of 
these vulnerable populations. The scarcity of professional 
medical input compounded the lack of evidence- and 
rights-based enforcement practices, which if properly 
regulated and aligned with human rights standards, could 
have potentially avoided outbreaks altogether. Centring 
human rights and health in COVID-19 control protocols is 
crucial in curbing its spread, and both must be followed in 
tandem to effectively quell the virus.

The authority wielded by law enforcement agencies also 
granted them the ability to execute unjust punishments on 
vulnerable populations disproportionately. For example, 
the LGBTQI+ community in the Philippines were unfairly 
discriminated against in the enforcement of COVID-19 
protocols, with humiliating and degrading punishments 
broadcasted. Though the three LGBTQI+ people were 
caught outside past curfew, being punished and ill-treated 
for running an errand amidst a poorly planned lockdown, 
in which the population had insufficient time to procure 
essential supplies, highlights the unjust treatment of 
vulnerable populations.

Apart from the securitisation and criminalisation of 
COVID-19 responses and transmission respectively, 
the increased reliance on digital contact tracing has 
exacerbated the digital divide present within the countries’ 
various social strata. In Indonesia, an estimated 90 million 
people lack internet access, with roughly 70 million 
students having been adversely affected by school or 
tertiary-level education shutdowns. The segregation of 
the urban poor became even more pronounced, with 
students from rural regions lacking the infrastructure and 
finances to support online learning, resulting in teachers 

and students engaging in the risky practice of “door-to-
door teaching” (The Straits Times, 2020). 

In Malaysia, there is a significant divide between West 
and East Malaysia, with the former providing high-speed 
internet of up to 800 megabytes per second, and the latter 
having significantly slower internet speeds and completely 
no internet access in some regions inclusive of Sabah and 
Sarawak (Sia & Adamu, 2020). This has led to a low uptake 
of remote learning in East Malaysia, with students unable 
to afford internet coverage due to their economically 
vulnerable backgrounds (Jalli, 2020). 

In the Philippines, internet affordability is relatively low 
compared to its counterparts, with the cost of monthly 
internet services (with 60Mbps Average Speed) estimated 
at US$46.99 (Moneymax, 2021). Additionally, it was 
revealed that only 55% of Filipinos have internet access 
(Bueno & Pacis, 2020). In Singapore, the pandemic has 
underscored a wide disparity in terms of internet access, 
with roughly one in 10 households lacking digital access 
and five in 10 households in one- and two-room HDB 
flats having no internet access and/or lacking a personal 
computer. Those who have reduced access to digital 
devices have been termed “digital outcasts” (Ong, 2020). 
In Sri Lanka, the lack of overall digital infrastructure has 
led to the implementation of digital contact-tracing to 
be difficult, with it being the only country out of the five 
countries analysed to lack a proper application tracking 
system (World Bank, 2021).

Overall, the impacts exerted onto vulnerable communities 
are disproportionate, compared to the rest of the 
population amidst the health crisis. In restricting the 
rights of people, many governments have overlooked the 
fundamental protections accompanying the conditions 
for them to institute a state of emergency and/or legislate 
temporary measures.

  d.   Legal Frameworks Do Not 
Provide Effective Protection 

The above-mentioned problematic elements of the 
COVID-19 responses are compounded by inadequate 
protections under related legal frameworks. Aside from 
non-compliance with the Siracusa principles, other 
international rights laws and standards were similarly 
contravened.

With regards to women’s rights, for example, the measures 
imposed harboured inadequate protections for women 
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and young girls. OHCHR has identified a number of issues 
reported globally, including: women and girls’ increased 
exposure to and confinement with their abusers, de-
prioritisation of sexual and reproductive health services, 
and the lack of support services to victims (OHCHR, 
2020). Additionally, many women are disproportionately 
concentrated in low-paying and informal sectors which 
have been severely impacted by the pandemic. This has 
increased their “vulnerability to trafficking and sexual 
violence” and overall gender-based violence (UN, 2020). In 
criminalising the transmission of COVID-19, the authorities 
have failed to ensure that the basic needs of the population 
are met, leaving them wageless and at risk of contracting 
COVID-19 due the precarious living conditions they face 
(Council of Europe, 2020).

With regards to asylum-seekers, the pandemic has 
provided governments with enhanced authority to impose 
strict border closures and expulsions, in contravention  
of the principle of non-refoulement and the principle of 
non-discrimination articulated in international treaties, 
encompassing international refugee, human rights, and 
maritime law (Columbia Mailman School of Public Health 
et al., 2020; Lupieri, 2020). Few countries are making 
exceptions for people seeking asylum (UNHCR, 2020), 
with the countries assessed in this report implementing 
punitive measures against these vulnerable populations. 
In countries with existing camps for refugees, and in some 
cases, migrants, exclusionary health policies have resulted 
in the denial of the right to access to COVID-19 testing 
and treatment for these vulnerable populations. This is 
in direct violation of the right to health as articulated by 
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(OHCHR, 2021), which among others requires:

 d access to safe and potable water and adequate 
sanitation;

 d an adequate supply of safe food, nutrition and 
housing;

 d healthy occupational and environmental conditions; 
and

 d access to health-related education and information.

Additionally, it is both immoral and ineffective for 
governments to criminalise COVID-19 exposure and 
transmission, whilst blatantly denying these vulnerable 
populations fair access to proper treatment. As outlined 
in Chapter 5, some governments have even resorted to 
deceit and manipulation, rendering treatment targeting 
refugees and migrants unjust and disproportionate. 
International regulations indicate that states, in detaining 
vulnerable populations in prisons and/or detention 
centers, have the obligation to “ensure” and extend the 
“same standard of health care” to them regardless of 
“regardless of citizenship, nationality or migration status” 
(OHCHR & WHO, 2020). However, as the examples of 
Malaysia and the Philippines show, when such conditions 
are not met, the result is a worsened virus outbreak that 
threatens the public safety and health of the general 
public.
     

Overall, the pandemic has underscored the need for 
countries to uphold their commitments under international 
human rights and customary law. In spite of the global 
health emergency, the legitimacy of securitised pandemic 
responses is suspect and their enforcement has proved 
ineffective. To quell the virus, governments must recognise 
that a sufficient integration of health leadership, science, 
and rights-based regulations is imperative to achieve an 
effective health response. The following chapter will thus 
list some recommendations for relevant stakeholders.
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7. Recommendations

To address the issues outlined in this report, the following recommendations are divided into two broad categories. 
First, de-securitisation, and the adoption of a health-centred approach consistent with the protection and promotion of 
fundamental rights. Second, increased support for vulnerable communities. These recommendations are directed at The 
World Health Organization and United Nations agencies, such as the Office of the United Nations Human Rights Council, 
Governments, and other Civil Society Organisations (CSOs). These actors have equally important roles to play in reducing 
the militarisation and securitisation of health protocols observed in the five countries, including efforts to support over-
policed communities. The recommendations outlined below thus elaborate on the support that each stakeholder can 
offer.

  a.  De-securitisation 

United Nations Human Rights Council
 d Focus attention on reducing the securitisation and 

militarisation of pandemic responses and their 
impact on human rights, in collaboration with all 
special procedures and treaty bodies;

 d Propose a draft resolution on the de-securitisation 
and de-militarisation of pandemic responses in light 
of reports submitted to the Human Rights Council;

 d Leverage global influence and platforms to advocate 
for the de-securitisation and demilitarisation of 
pandemic responses;

 d Develop a joint framework of action in collaboration 
with the WHO aimed at ensuring respect for 
fundamental rights in health emergencies;

World Health Organization (WHO) 
 d Jointly with OHCHR, develop practical guidelines 

for the protection of fundamental rights while 
confronting public health emergencies;

 d Provide guidance to member states of its Assembly 
on the principle of scientific and civilian oversight 
of emergency responses and the complementary 
role of enforcement agencies, consistent with the 
principle of democratic control of police and armed 
forces;

 d Cooperate with the relevant government bodies 
to strengthen countries’ public health capacity, 
including the prioritisation of health and its 
underlying determinants;

 d Encourage that any Pandemic Treaty adopted, 
clearly incorporates and centres upon human rights. 

Governments
 d Respect international human rights laws and 

standards, including on health, non-discrimination, 
privacy and data security;

 d Remove emergency laws and policies that are not in 
conformity with the Siracusa Principles;

 d Only implement justified, proportional, legal and 
necessary laws that adhere to existing legislation;

 d Review the composition of national and local 
COVID-19 task forces to ensure they integrate a 
balanced combination of government, civil society 
members, and directly relevant institutions, 
under the leadership of health experts, to ensure 
impartiality, to improve effectiveness of health 
responses, and to avoid the politicisation of the 
COVID-19 response;

 d Promote the establishment of independent 
mechanisms that:
a) Monitor the proper and fair collection of data 

with a view to preventing potential breaches of 
privacy;

b) Review the fair implementation of policy 
and ensure its alignment with human rights 
principles;

c) Ensure a clear delineation of the roles that 
government agencies, police, security forces, 
and military play;

d) Address the virus as a public health threat and 
not as a public security threat;

 d Engage National Human Rights Institutions to 
monitor and report on the actions of police and 
armed forces in responding to the health crisis;

 d Ensure the impartiality and operation of Parliaments 
during the emergency.
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Civil Society Organisations
 d Monitor laws, policies, and practices adopted 

in response to the spread of COVID-19, alerting 
the public and the international community to 
human rights violations and abuses through 
forums, discussions, submissions to human rights 
mechanisms, amongst other platforms;

 d Provide insight to the general public, judicial 
organs, regional organisations and international 
organisations on policy processes, effectively 
increasing public participation, transparency, and 
accountability.

  b.   Increased Support for 
Vulnerable Communities 

United Nations Human Rights Council
 d Continue advocating for non-signatories to sign and 

ratify international human rights treaties;
 d Use guidance provided by human rights 

mechanisms to specifically address the violations, 
discrimination against, and ill-treatment of over-
policed communities;

 d Ensure that pandemic-related policies adhere to the 
principle of non-discrimination as elaborated upon 
in international human rights law and standards;

 d Include and support civil society’s participation 
in multilateral discussions to allow for concerned 
actors to publicly confront governments on human 
rights violations and abuses in the context of the 
COVID-19 response.

World Health Organization
 d Leverage its international presence to raise 

awareness on the negative impacts exerted 
by punitive responses to the pandemic upon 
the human rights and health of marginalised 
communities;

 d Ensure that countries adopt COVID-19 related 
policies that abide to international standards and 
are grounded in scientific evidence;

 d Call on states to reform laws and policies that 
criminalise COVID-19 transmission and exposure, 
discriminate (either in law or in practice) against 
vulnerable communities, and are otherwise 
ineffective in confronting public health emergencies; 

 d Encourage States to ensure that any Pandemic 
Treaty negotiated envisages the necessary 
safeguards for the protection of vulnerable 
communities;

Governments
 d Ensure all laws, policies and practices adopted to 

respond to the COVID-19 pandemic comply with 
international human rights law and standards, 
including the principles of legality, proportionality, 
necessity, and non-discrimination; 

 d Ensure accountability for human rights violations 
and abuses, including gender-based violence, and 
access to effective, gender-responsive judicial and 
other remedies, as appropriate;

 d Undertake a government-wide review regarding 
the treatment of marginalised and vulnerable 
communities to assess the human rights and health 
impacts of COVID-19 policies on these groups, and 
adopt necessary reforms;

 d Adapt and apply law, policy and administrative 
orders as necessary to ensure that vulnerable 
communities enjoy the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief, and respect for culture 
and tradition;

 d Amend existing vaguely-worded legislation or 
administrative orders to prohibit discrimination 
based on an individual’s identity;

 d Provide socio-economic support to marginalised 
and vulnerable communities to ensure they can live 
in dignity throughout the pandemic and comply with 
COVID-19 control laws and policies;

 d Facilitate the meaningful involvement of 
marginalised and vulnerable communities in the 
development, implementation, and evaluation of 
the COVID-19 response, while protecting them from 
harassment and reprisals;

 d Reduce the involvement of law enforcement 
agencies in the pandemic response to what strictly 
necessary, and with civilian oversight; 

 d Develop the capacity of rights holders to participate 
and to claim their rights, including through 
education, awareness-raising and the narrowing of 
digital divides, and establish transparent, gender-
responsive and accessible mechanisms for enabling 
stakeholders’ meaningful participation; paying 
particular attention to those usually excluded and 
most at risk of being left behind.
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Civil Society Organisations
 d Generate dialogue and awareness on the 

mistreatment of marginalised and vulnerable 
communities among the general public, judicial, 
regional organisations and international 
organisations;

 d Provide their expertise and expand their cause of 
protecting the vulnerable by organising educational 
meetings, seminars, and generating a bottom-up 
reform processes that ensure transparency and 
accountability;

 d Create and establish a national and regional 
network that integrates and fosters greater 
collaboration amongst the relevant stakeholders 
to better promote the protection of vulnerable 
communities, including civil society, grassroots, local 
community actors, higher education institutions, 
relevant health actors, and the government;

 d Build international partnerships and alliances to 
increase the establishment of formal human rights 
accountability measures, with an emphasis on the 
protection of vulnerable communities. 

To reiterate, to mitigate the negative health and human 
rights impacts of responses to public health emergencies, 
two broad types of measures need to be observed. First, 
the securitisation and militarisation of health protocols 
should be tempered and avoided altogether. National task 
forces should be staffed and led by health experts and 
related social service professionals, while public security 
personnel should be assigned clear and limited roles such 
as providing technical assistance, setting up the necessary 
checkpoints, and transporting medical equipment and 
personnel. Second, policymakers should recognise that 
inequality, systemic racism, and structural discrimination 
are major factors leading to poor health outcomes for 
vulnerable communities. The right to health—which 
requires public health goods, services and facilities to be 
available in adequate numbers, accessible on a financial 
and non-discriminatory basis, and of good quality—must 
thus be prioritised for all, and for vulnerable communities 
in particular.



48The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Bibliography
Abdullah & Kim (2020), ‘Singapore’s Responses to the COVID-19 Outbreak: 
A Critical Assessment’, The American Review of Public Administration, at: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0275074020942454

Aben (2021), ‘Police probe death of Filipino in COVID-19 ‘punishment’ 
case’, Arab News, at: https://www.arabnews.com/node/1838616/world

ABS-CBN News (2020), ‘Rights monitor blasts humiliation of 3 LGBT curfew 
violators’, at: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/09/20/rights-monitor-
blasts-humiliation-of-3-lgbt-curfew-violators

ABS-CBN News (2020), ‘Who are the ex-generals leading the President’s 
COVID-19 response plan?’, at: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/31/20/
who-are-the-ex-generals-leading-the-presidents-covid-19-response-plan

Access Now (2021), ‘Malaysia: Authorities reverting to repressive tactics 
of former governments to throttle expression online’, at: https://www.
accessnow.org/malaysian-authorities-repressive-tactics-statement/

Ada Derana (2020), ‘New regulations for issuing curfew passes 
announced’, at: http://www.adaderana.lk/

Adayaalam Centre for Policy Research (2020), ‘Sri Lanka’s militarised 
response poses grave threats to human rights’, at: http://adayaalam.org/
situation-brief-no-3-covid-19-sri-lankas-militarised-response-poses-grave-
threats-to-human-rights/#_ftn51

Adjie (2020), ‘COVID-19: Jakarta to impose progressive fines for not 
wearing masks in public’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.
com/news/2020/08/22/covid-19-jakarta-to-impose-progressive-fines-for-
not-wearing-masks-in-public.html

Agrawal (2019), ‘Hate Speech On Social Media: 5-Year Jail, Fine Up To Rs 
10 Lakh’, MediaNama, at: https://www.medianama.com/2019/06/223-sri-
lanka-to-amend-laws-to-tackle-fake-news-hate-speech-on-social-media-5-
year-jail-fine-up-to-rs-10-lakh/

Aiman (2020), ‘Making MySejahtera compulsory raises privacy, 
connectivity concerns, say experts’, Free Malaysia Today, at: https://www.
freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/08/19/making-mysejahtera-
compulsory-raises-privacy-connectivity-concerns-say-experts/

Aji (2015), ‘SUMMARY OF INDONESIA’S POVERTY ANALYSIS’, Asian 
Development Bank, at: https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/
publication/177017/ino-paper-04-2015.pdf

Al Jazeera (2021), ‘At COVID-19 ‘breaking point’, Malaysia suspends 
parliament’, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/malaysia-
heads-into-lockdown-with-hospitals-at-breaking-point

Al Jazeera (2020), ‘New normal’: Indonesian army set to enforce COVID-19 
measures’, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/26/new-normal-
indonesian-army-set-to-enforce-covid-19-measures

Al Jazeera (2020), ‘Locked Up in Malaysia’s Lockdown’, at: https://www.
aljazeera.com/program/101-east/2020/7/3/locked-up-in-malaysias-
lockdown

Al Jazeera (2020), ‘Sri Lankan parliament dissolved; elections set for April’, 
at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/2/sri-lankan-parliament-
dissolved-elections-set-for-april

Amarakoon (2020), ‘DHIS2 for COVID-19 Surveillance: Sri Lankan use case’,  
DHIS2 Community, at: https://community.dhis2.org/t/dhis2-for-covid-19-
surveillance-sri-lankan-use-case/38516

Amaratunga et al (2020), ‘The COVID-19 outbreak in Sri Lanka: A synoptic 
analysis focusing on trends, impacts, risks and science-policy interaction 
processes’, US National Library of Medicine, at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/pmc/articles/PMC7836425/

Ambrose (2020), ‘Malaysia’s Marginalized and Covid-19’, The Asia 
Foundation, at: https://asiafoundation.org/2020/05/13/malaysias-
marginalized-and-covid-19/

American Association for the International Commission of Jurists (1985), 
‘Siracusa Principles on the Limitation and Derogation Provisions in the 
International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights’, at: http://www.icj.org/wp-content/
uploads/1984/07/Siracusa-principles-ICCPR-legal-submission-1985-eng.
pdf

Amnesty International (2020), ‘COVID-19 AND ITS HUMAN
RIGHTS IMPACT IN INDONESIA’, at: https://www.amnesty.org/download/
Documents/ASA2122382020ENGLISH.PDF

Amnesty International (2021), ‘Prisoners forgotten in COVID-19 pandemic, 
as crisis grows in detention facilities’, at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/
latest/news/2021/03/prisoners-forgotten-in-covid-19-pandemic-as-crisis-
grows-in-detention-facilities/

Anand (2021), ‘Malaysia exempts travelling ministers from quarantine, 
raising anger over double standards’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-exempts-travelling-ministers-from-
quarantine-raising-anger-over-double

Anand (2021), ‘Worst-hit by Covid-19, Malaysia’s Selangor state starts own 
vaccination programme’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.
com/asia/se-asia/worst-hit-by-covid-19-malaysias-selangor-state-starts-
own-vaccination-programme

Andri (2020), ‘Indonesians caught without a mask forced to dig graves 
for Covid-19 victims’, CNN, at: https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/17/asia/
indonesia-coronavirus-grave-diggers-intl-hnk-scli/index.html

Ang & Phua (2020), ‘COVID-19: Compulsory to wear mask when leaving 
the house, says Lawrence Wong’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/covid19-wearing-masks-compulsory-lawrence-
wong-12640828

Antona (2020), ‘The New Normal or Same Old? The Impacts of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic on Live-in Migrant Domestic Workers in Singapore’, 
London School of Economics and Political Science, at: https://blogs.lse.
ac.uk/seac/2020/11/04/the-new-normal-or-same-old-the-impacts-of-the-
covid-19-pandemic-on-live-in-migrant-domestic-workers-in-singapore/

Arcangel (2021), ‘Contact tracing effectivity in PH deteriorated in 
March — Magalong’, CNN Philippines, at: https://cnnphilippines.com/
news/2021/3/30/contact-tracing-effectivity-in-PH-deteriorated-in-March.
html?fbclid=lwAR2

Arifin et al (2016), ‘Statistics on Ethnic Diversity in the Land of Papua, 
Indonesia’, Wiley Online LIbrary, at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
full/10.1002/app5.143

Article19 (2020), ‘Open Letter to KOMINFO Requesting for Strong User 
Privacy Protections in the PeduliLindungi App’, at: https://www.
article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Open-Letter-PeduliLindungi-
ENG.pdf

ASEAN (2020), ‘Risk Assessment for International Dissemination of 
COVID-19 to
the ASEAN Region’, at: https://asean.org/storage/2020/02/COVID-19_
Report-of-ASEAN-BioDiaspora-Regional-Virtual-Center_24August2020.pdf

Asia Centre & Harm Reduction International (2021), ‘Waging War Against 
COVID-19’, Asia Centre, at: https://asiacentre.org/waging-war-against-
covid-19/

Asia Pacific Report (2021), ‘Wenda warns over massive ‘demon troops’ 
military crackdown in Papua’, at: https://asiapacificreport.nz/2021/05/05/
wenda-warns-over-massive-demon-troops-military-crackdown-in-papua/

Aspinwall (2020), ‘Philippines Announces New Coronavirus Measures, 
Alarming Rights Groups’, The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.
com/2020/07/philippines-announces-new-coronavirus-measures-
alarming-rights-groups/

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0275074020942454
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1838616/world
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/09/20/rights-monitor-blasts-humiliation-of-3-lgbt-curfew-violators
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/09/20/rights-monitor-blasts-humiliation-of-3-lgbt-curfew-violators
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/31/20/who-are-the-ex-generals-leading-the-presidents-covid-19-response-plan
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/31/20/who-are-the-ex-generals-leading-the-presidents-covid-19-response-plan
https://www.accessnow.org/malaysian-authorities-repressive-tactics-statement/
https://www.accessnow.org/malaysian-authorities-repressive-tactics-statement/
http://www.adaderana.lk/
http://adayaalam.org/situation-brief-no-3-covid-19-sri-lankas-militarised-response-poses-grave-threats-to-human-rights/#_ftn51
http://adayaalam.org/situation-brief-no-3-covid-19-sri-lankas-militarised-response-poses-grave-threats-to-human-rights/#_ftn51
http://adayaalam.org/situation-brief-no-3-covid-19-sri-lankas-militarised-response-poses-grave-threats-to-human-rights/#_ftn51
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/22/covid-19-jakarta-to-impose-progressive-fines-for-not-wearing-masks-in-public.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/22/covid-19-jakarta-to-impose-progressive-fines-for-not-wearing-masks-in-public.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/22/covid-19-jakarta-to-impose-progressive-fines-for-not-wearing-masks-in-public.html
https://www.medianama.com/2019/06/223-sri-lanka-to-amend-laws-to-tackle-fake-news-hate-speech-on-social-media-5-year-jail-fine-up-to-rs-10-lakh/
https://www.medianama.com/2019/06/223-sri-lanka-to-amend-laws-to-tackle-fake-news-hate-speech-on-social-media-5-year-jail-fine-up-to-rs-10-lakh/
https://www.medianama.com/2019/06/223-sri-lanka-to-amend-laws-to-tackle-fake-news-hate-speech-on-social-media-5-year-jail-fine-up-to-rs-10-lakh/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/08/19/making-mysejahtera-compulsory-raises-privacy-connectivity-concerns-say-experts/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/08/19/making-mysejahtera-compulsory-raises-privacy-connectivity-concerns-say-experts/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/08/19/making-mysejahtera-compulsory-raises-privacy-connectivity-concerns-say-experts/
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/177017/ino-paper-04-2015.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/177017/ino-paper-04-2015.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/malaysia-heads-into-lockdown-with-hospitals-at-breaking-point
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/malaysia-heads-into-lockdown-with-hospitals-at-breaking-point
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/26/new-normal-indonesian-army-set-to-enforce-covid-19-measures
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/26/new-normal-indonesian-army-set-to-enforce-covid-19-measures
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/101-east/2020/7/3/locked-up-in-malaysias-lockdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/101-east/2020/7/3/locked-up-in-malaysias-lockdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/101-east/2020/7/3/locked-up-in-malaysias-lockdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/2/sri-lankan-parliament-dissolved-elections-set-for-april
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/2/sri-lankan-parliament-dissolved-elections-set-for-april
https://community.dhis2.org/t/dhis2-for-covid-19-surveillance-sri-lankan-use-case/38516
https://community.dhis2.org/t/dhis2-for-covid-19-surveillance-sri-lankan-use-case/38516
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7836425/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7836425/
https://asiafoundation.org/2020/05/13/malaysias-marginalized-and-covid-19/
https://asiafoundation.org/2020/05/13/malaysias-marginalized-and-covid-19/
http://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/1984/07/Siracusa-principles-ICCPR-legal-submission-1985-eng.pdf
http://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/1984/07/Siracusa-principles-ICCPR-legal-submission-1985-eng.pdf
http://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/1984/07/Siracusa-principles-ICCPR-legal-submission-1985-eng.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2122382020ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2122382020ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/prisoners-forgotten-in-covid-19-pandemic-as-crisis-grows-in-detention-facilities/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/prisoners-forgotten-in-covid-19-pandemic-as-crisis-grows-in-detention-facilities/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/prisoners-forgotten-in-covid-19-pandemic-as-crisis-grows-in-detention-facilities/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-exempts-travelling-ministers-from-quarantine-raising-anger-over-double
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-exempts-travelling-ministers-from-quarantine-raising-anger-over-double
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-exempts-travelling-ministers-from-quarantine-raising-anger-over-double
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/worst-hit-by-covid-19-malaysias-selangor-state-starts-own-vaccination-programme
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/worst-hit-by-covid-19-malaysias-selangor-state-starts-own-vaccination-programme
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/worst-hit-by-covid-19-malaysias-selangor-state-starts-own-vaccination-programme
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/17/asia/indonesia-coronavirus-grave-diggers-intl-hnk-scli/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/17/asia/indonesia-coronavirus-grave-diggers-intl-hnk-scli/index.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-wearing-masks-compulsory-lawrence-wong-12640828
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-wearing-masks-compulsory-lawrence-wong-12640828
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-wearing-masks-compulsory-lawrence-wong-12640828
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/11/04/the-new-normal-or-same-old-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-live-in-migrant-domestic-workers-in-singapore/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/11/04/the-new-normal-or-same-old-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-live-in-migrant-domestic-workers-in-singapore/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/11/04/the-new-normal-or-same-old-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-live-in-migrant-domestic-workers-in-singapore/
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/30/contact-tracing-effectivity-in-PH-deteriorated-in-March.html?fbclid=lwAR2
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/30/contact-tracing-effectivity-in-PH-deteriorated-in-March.html?fbclid=lwAR2
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/30/contact-tracing-effectivity-in-PH-deteriorated-in-March.html?fbclid=lwAR2
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/app5.143
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/app5.143
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Open-Letter-PeduliLindungi-ENG.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Open-Letter-PeduliLindungi-ENG.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Open-Letter-PeduliLindungi-ENG.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2020/02/COVID-19_Report-of-ASEAN-BioDiaspora-Regional-Virtual-Center_24August2020.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2020/02/COVID-19_Report-of-ASEAN-BioDiaspora-Regional-Virtual-Center_24August2020.pdf
https://asiacentre.org/waging-war-against-covid-19/
https://asiacentre.org/waging-war-against-covid-19/
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2021/05/05/wenda-warns-over-massive-demon-troops-military-crackdown-in-papua/
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2021/05/05/wenda-warns-over-massive-demon-troops-military-crackdown-in-papua/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/philippines-announces-new-coronavirus-measures-alarming-rights-groups/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/philippines-announces-new-coronavirus-measures-alarming-rights-groups/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/philippines-announces-new-coronavirus-measures-alarming-rights-groups/


49The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Associated Press (2020), ‘Asia Today: Duterte extends virus calamity status 
by a year’, at: https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-leni-robredo-
philippines-asia-east-asia-28b530198c4f86cd7e40675285d2f3a5

Ahmad (2020), ‘Gazetted Movement Control Order, sentence of 6 months 
imprisonment, addition of important sectors’, Astro Awani, at: https://
www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/perintah-kawalan-pergerakan-
digazet-hukuman-6-bulan-penjara-tambahan-sektor-penting-234108

Aravindan & Lin (2021), ‘Singapore quarantines about 1,200 migrant 
workers, probes re-infections’, Reuters, at: https://www.reuters.com/
world/asia-pacific/singapore-probing-covid-19-re-infections-after-cases-
workers-dormitory-2021-04-22/

Arkyasa (2020), ‘Kominfo Launches COVID-19 Tracking App’, Tempo, at: 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1331513/kominfo-launches-covid-19-tracking-
app

Arshad (2021), ‘Virus surge hits Indonesia’s recovering economy’, The 
Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/virus-surge-
hits-indonesias-recovering-economy

Aurelio (2021), ‘PH still has no unified contact tracing system nationwide’, 
INQUIRER.net, at: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1405055/ph-still-has-no-
unified-contact-tracing-system-nationwide#ixzz70g0QWd9s

Association of Women for Action and Research (2020), ‘Survey finds that 
Foreign Domestic Workers face overwork, trouble remitting money and 
other obstacles during COVID-19’, at: https://www.aware.org.sg/2020/05/
foreign-domestic-workers-covid-19-survey-home/

Ayuningtyas et al (2021), ‘Requestioning the Indonesia Government’s 
Public Policy Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic: Black Box Analysis 
for the Period of January–July 2020’, US National Library of Medicine, at: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8141586/

Ayyubi (2020), ‘Great! TNI-Polri Hold Free Antigen Rapid Test 
at Senen Station’, Kabar24, at: https://kabar24.bisnis.com/
read/20201224/15/1335059/mantap-tni-polri-adakan-rapid-test-antigen-
gratis-di-stasiun-senen

Azman (2020), ‘MCO: Arrests of violators up to 557 people on Saturday - 
Ismail Sabri’, Astro Awani, at: https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/
mco-arrests-violators-557-people-saturday-ismail-sabri-240265

Babulal (2021), ‘Malaysia goes under full lockdown again from 
Tuesday’, New Straits Times, at: https://www.nst.com.my/news/
nation/2021/05/694006/malaysia-goes-under-full-lockdown-again-tuesday

Baler (2020), ‘Singapore’s circuit breaker and beyond: Timeline 
of the COVID-19 reality’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/covid-19-circuit-breaker-chronicles-charting-
evolution-12779048

Baker (2021), ‘Singapore made advance purchases for COVID-19 
vaccines, including Sinovac’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccines-singapore-sinovac-advance-
purchases-14481260

Bandaranayake & Natesan (2021), ‘Privacy and pandemic response are 
not mutually exclusive’, Daily FT, at: https://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/
Privacy-and-pandemic-response-are-not-mutually-exclusive/50-719979
 
Bangkok Post (2020), ‘Indonesia gets first batch of vaccine from China’s 
Sinovac’, at: https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2031319/indonesia-
gets-first-batch-of-vaccine-from-chinas-sinovac

Batumalai (2021), ‘DG Hisham Denies Delay In Approving Covid-19 
Vaccines’, CodeBlue, at: https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2021/06/25/dg-
hisham-denies-delay-in-approving-covid-19-vaccines/

BBC News (2021), ‘Covid rule-breaker ‘dies after exercise punishment’’, at: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56641398

BBC News (2021), ‘Covid: Vaccines running out in poorer nations, WHO 
says’, at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-57558401

BBC News (2021), ‘Malaysia declares Covid state of emergency amid 
political challenges’, at: https://www.bbc.com/news/55625448

BBC News (2020), ‘Malaysia migrant raids ‘to reduce Covid-19 spread’’, at: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52515000

Beh (2020), ‘Malaysia lets undocumented migrants work but hardship 
fears persist’, Reuters, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-
migrants-trfn-idUSKBN27W1KE

Boo (2020), ‘How MySejahtera Protects Your Data And Does More 
Than Contact Tracing’, CodeBlue, at: https://codeblue.galencentre.
org/2020/08/12/how-mysejahtera-protects-your-data-and-does-more-
than-contact-tracing/

Borger (2020), ‘US imposes sanctions on Sri Lankan army chief over war 
crimes’, The Guardian, at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/
feb/14/us-sanctions-sri-lanka-army-chief-shavendra-silva

Brown et al (2019), ‘Can the World’s Poor Protect Themselves from the 
New Coronavirus?’, National Bureau of Economic Research, at: https://
www.nber.org/papers/w27200

Buan (2020), ‘Duterte gov’t had emergency procurement powers as 
early as March 13’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-
administration-had-emergency-procurement-powers-as-early-as-
march-13-2020

Buan (2020), ‘Military will distribute coronavirus vaccine, says Duterte’, 
Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-says-military-
distribute-coronavirus-vaccines

Buan (2020), ‘Supreme Court junks petition questioning Duterte’s 
Bayanihan Law’, Rappler at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/supreme-
court-junks-petition-questioning-duterte-bayanihan-law

Bueno & Pacis (2020), ‘As COVID-19 forces life to move online, who 
is left behind?’, CNN Philippines, at: https://cnnphilippines.com/life/
culture/2020/5/20/internet-access-pandemic.html

Burrows et al (2020), ‘Indonesia’s coronavirus rule breakers forced to 
dig graves and pray at cemeteries for COVID-19 victims’, ABC News, at: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-19/indonesia-punishments-for-
breaking-coronavirus-rules-masks/12676966

Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia (2021), ‘Indonesia Begins 
COVID-19 Vaccination’, at: https://setkab.go.id/en/indonesia-begins-covid-
19-vaccination/

Capatides (2020), ‘“Shoot them dead”: Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte orders police and military to kill citizens who defy coronavirus 
lockdown’, CBS News, at: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rodrigo-duterte-
philippines-president-coronavirus-lockdown-shoot-people-dead/

Centre for Policy Alternatives (2020), ‘Curfew in response to COVID-19: 
Legal Framework and Relevant Questions in Sri Lanka’, at: https://www.
cpalanka.org/curfew-in-response-to-covid-19-legal-framework-and-
relevant-questions-in-sri-lanka/

Centre for Policy Alternatives (2020), ‘Q and A on Regulations Issued 
under the Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance & how this 
impacts the COVID-19 response in Sri Lanka’, at: https://www.cpalanka.
org/q-and-a-on-regulations-issued-under-the-quarantine-and-prevention-
of-diseases-ordinance-how-this-impacts-the-covid-19-response-in-sri-
lanka/

Centre for Policy Alternatives (2020), ‘Structures to Deal with COVID-19 
in Sri Lanka: A Brief Comment on the Presidential Task Force’, at: https://
www.cpalanka.org/structures-to-deal-with-covid-19-in-sri-lanka-a-brief-
comment-on-the-presidential-task-force/

Chairil (2020), ‘Indonesia’s Intelligence Service is Coming Out to Counter 
COVID-19’, The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/
indonesias-intelligence-service-is-coming-out-to-counter-covid-19/

Chandran (2018), ‘Manila’s homeless set to move into more empty homes 
if official handover delayed’, Reuters, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/
us-philippines-landrights-lawmaking-idUSKBN1H41L7

Chandran (2020), ‘The Pandemic Has Given Armies in Southeast Asia 
a Boost’, Foreign Policy, at: https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/15/
coronavirus-pandemic-army-military-southeast-asia-boost-indonesia-
philippines-jokowi-duterte-authoritarianism/

https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-leni-robredo-philippines-asia-east-asia-28b530198c4f86cd7e40675285d2f3a5
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-leni-robredo-philippines-asia-east-asia-28b530198c4f86cd7e40675285d2f3a5
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/perintah-kawalan-pergerakan-digazet-hukuman-6-bulan-penjara-tambahan-sektor-penting-234108
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/perintah-kawalan-pergerakan-digazet-hukuman-6-bulan-penjara-tambahan-sektor-penting-234108
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/perintah-kawalan-pergerakan-digazet-hukuman-6-bulan-penjara-tambahan-sektor-penting-234108
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/singapore-probing-covid-19-re-infections-after-cases-workers-dormitory-2021-04-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/singapore-probing-covid-19-re-infections-after-cases-workers-dormitory-2021-04-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/singapore-probing-covid-19-re-infections-after-cases-workers-dormitory-2021-04-22/
https://en.tempo.co/read/1331513/kominfo-launches-covid-19-tracking-app
https://en.tempo.co/read/1331513/kominfo-launches-covid-19-tracking-app
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/virus-surge-hits-indonesias-recovering-economy
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/virus-surge-hits-indonesias-recovering-economy
http://INQUIRER.net
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1405055/ph-still-has-no-unified-contact-tracing-system-nationwide#ixzz70g0QWd9s
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1405055/ph-still-has-no-unified-contact-tracing-system-nationwide#ixzz70g0QWd9s
https://www.aware.org.sg/2020/05/foreign-domestic-workers-covid-19-survey-home/
https://www.aware.org.sg/2020/05/foreign-domestic-workers-covid-19-survey-home/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8141586/
https://kabar24.bisnis.com/read/20201224/15/1335059/mantap-tni-polri-adakan-rapid-test-antigen-gratis-di-stasiun-senen
https://kabar24.bisnis.com/read/20201224/15/1335059/mantap-tni-polri-adakan-rapid-test-antigen-gratis-di-stasiun-senen
https://kabar24.bisnis.com/read/20201224/15/1335059/mantap-tni-polri-adakan-rapid-test-antigen-gratis-di-stasiun-senen
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/mco-arrests-violators-557-people-saturday-ismail-sabri-240265
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/mco-arrests-violators-557-people-saturday-ismail-sabri-240265
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/05/694006/malaysia-goes-under-full-lockdown-again-tuesday
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/05/694006/malaysia-goes-under-full-lockdown-again-tuesday
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-circuit-breaker-chronicles-charting-evolution-12779048
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-circuit-breaker-chronicles-charting-evolution-12779048
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-circuit-breaker-chronicles-charting-evolution-12779048
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccines-singapore-sinovac-advance-purchases-14481260
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccines-singapore-sinovac-advance-purchases-14481260
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccines-singapore-sinovac-advance-purchases-14481260
https://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/Privacy-and-pandemic-response-are-not-mutually-exclusive/50-719979
https://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/Privacy-and-pandemic-response-are-not-mutually-exclusive/50-719979
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2031319/indonesia-gets-first-batch-of-vaccine-from-chinas-sinovac
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2031319/indonesia-gets-first-batch-of-vaccine-from-chinas-sinovac
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2021/06/25/dg-hisham-denies-delay-in-approving-covid-19-vaccines/
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2021/06/25/dg-hisham-denies-delay-in-approving-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56641398
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-57558401
https://www.bbc.com/news/55625448
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52515000
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-migrants-trfn-idUSKBN27W1KE
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-migrants-trfn-idUSKBN27W1KE
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/08/12/how-mysejahtera-protects-your-data-and-does-more-than-contact-tracing/
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/08/12/how-mysejahtera-protects-your-data-and-does-more-than-contact-tracing/
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/08/12/how-mysejahtera-protects-your-data-and-does-more-than-contact-tracing/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/14/us-sanctions-sri-lanka-army-chief-shavendra-silva
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/14/us-sanctions-sri-lanka-army-chief-shavendra-silva
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27200
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27200
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-administration-had-emergency-procurement-powers-as-early-as-march-13-2020
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-administration-had-emergency-procurement-powers-as-early-as-march-13-2020
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-administration-had-emergency-procurement-powers-as-early-as-march-13-2020
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-says-military-distribute-coronavirus-vaccines
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-says-military-distribute-coronavirus-vaccines
https://www.rappler.com/nation/supreme-court-junks-petition-questioning-duterte-bayanihan-law
https://www.rappler.com/nation/supreme-court-junks-petition-questioning-duterte-bayanihan-law
https://cnnphilippines.com/life/culture/2020/5/20/internet-access-pandemic.html
https://cnnphilippines.com/life/culture/2020/5/20/internet-access-pandemic.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-19/indonesia-punishments-for-breaking-coronavirus-rules-masks/12676966
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-19/indonesia-punishments-for-breaking-coronavirus-rules-masks/12676966
https://setkab.go.id/en/indonesia-begins-covid-19-vaccination/
https://setkab.go.id/en/indonesia-begins-covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rodrigo-duterte-philippines-president-coronavirus-lockdown-shoot-people-dead/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rodrigo-duterte-philippines-president-coronavirus-lockdown-shoot-people-dead/
https://www.cpalanka.org/curfew-in-response-to-covid-19-legal-framework-and-relevant-questions-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/curfew-in-response-to-covid-19-legal-framework-and-relevant-questions-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/curfew-in-response-to-covid-19-legal-framework-and-relevant-questions-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/q-and-a-on-regulations-issued-under-the-quarantine-and-prevention-of-diseases-ordinance-how-this-impacts-the-covid-19-response-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/q-and-a-on-regulations-issued-under-the-quarantine-and-prevention-of-diseases-ordinance-how-this-impacts-the-covid-19-response-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/q-and-a-on-regulations-issued-under-the-quarantine-and-prevention-of-diseases-ordinance-how-this-impacts-the-covid-19-response-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/q-and-a-on-regulations-issued-under-the-quarantine-and-prevention-of-diseases-ordinance-how-this-impacts-the-covid-19-response-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cpalanka.org/structures-to-deal-with-covid-19-in-sri-lanka-a-brief-comment-on-the-presidential-task-force/
https://www.cpalanka.org/structures-to-deal-with-covid-19-in-sri-lanka-a-brief-comment-on-the-presidential-task-force/
https://www.cpalanka.org/structures-to-deal-with-covid-19-in-sri-lanka-a-brief-comment-on-the-presidential-task-force/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/indonesias-intelligence-service-is-coming-out-to-counter-covid-19/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/indonesias-intelligence-service-is-coming-out-to-counter-covid-19/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-landrights-lawmaking-idUSKBN1H41L7
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-landrights-lawmaking-idUSKBN1H41L7
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/15/coronavirus-pandemic-army-military-southeast-asia-boost-indonesia-philippines-jokowi-duterte-authoritarianism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/15/coronavirus-pandemic-army-military-southeast-asia-boost-indonesia-philippines-jokowi-duterte-authoritarianism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/15/coronavirus-pandemic-army-military-southeast-asia-boost-indonesia-philippines-jokowi-duterte-authoritarianism/


50The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Chee (2021), ‘Bill introduced to make clear TraceTogether, SafeEntry data 
can be used to look into only 7 types of serious crimes’, The Straits Times, 
at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/proposed-restrictions-to-
safeguard-personal-contact-tracing-data-will-override-all-other

Chee (2021), ‘TraceTogether tokens safe to use, says S’pore Govt, after 
video raising radiation concerns surfaces’, The Straits Times, at: https://
www.straitstimes.com/tech/tech-news/tracetogether-tokens-safe-to-use-
says-government-after-video-raising-radiation

Chew (2020), ‘COVID-19: Crowding, emotional health of migrant workers 
at dormitories concern employers’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/covid-19-crowding-emotional-health-migrant-
workers-s11-12625718?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna

Cho (2021), ‘Man Fined RM10,000 For Failing To Check-In With 
MySejahtera App At Restaurant In Viral Post’, The Smart Local, at: https://
thesmartlocal.com/malaysia/man-fined-rm10k/

Citra Social Innovation Lab (2020), ‘COVID-19 and the case for digital 
contact tracing’, at: https://citralablk.medium.com/covid-19-and-the-case-
for-digital-contact-tracing-10e074cd0812

Civil Service College (2020), ‘COVID-19 Crisis Management: An Early Look’, 
at: https://www.csc.gov.sg/articles/covid-19-crisis-management-an-early-
look#notes

Chong (2021), ‘S’pore has received 200,000 doses of Sinovac Covid-19 
vaccine; use subject to HSA approval’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/spore-has-received-200000-doses-of-sinovac-
covid-19-vaccine-use-subject-to-hsa-approval

CodeBlue (2020), ‘One In Five People In Malaysia Uses MySejahtera’, 
at: https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/07/24/one-in-five-people-in-
malaysia-uses-mysejahtera

CodeBlue (2020), ‘Privacy Issues With MySejahtera — George Mathews’, 
at: https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/11/23/privacy-issues-with-
mysejahtera-george-mathews/

Congress of the Philippines (2020), ‘Bayanihan To Heal as One Act’, at: 
http://legacy.senate.gov.ph/Bayanihan-to-Heal-as-One-Act-RA-11469.pdf

CNA (2020), ‘12 people deported, barred from re-entering Singapore after 
flouting COVID-19 circuit breaker rules’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/covid-19-12-people-deported-barred-from-
singapore-12926636

CNA (2021), ‘Indonesia bans Ramadan exodus over COVID-19 fears’, at: 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-indonesia-bans-
ramadan-exodus-vaccine-travel-14499328

CNA (2021), ‘Malaysia defends plan to deport Myanmar nationals’, at: 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-defends-plan-to-
deport-myanmar-nationals-14202844

CNA (2021), ‘Malaysia imposes emergency law to clamp down on 
COVID-19 fake news’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/
malaysia-imposes-emergency-law-covid-19-fake-news-14385184

CNA (2021), ‘Malaysia rulers say no need for state of emergency beyond 
Aug 1; call for political temperature to be cooled down’, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-rulers-no-extend-emergency-
aug-1-politics-cool-down-15027024

CNA (2020), ‘COVID-19: More than 450,000 contact-tracing devices 
to be distributed to migrant and local workers’, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-contact-tracing-devices-
migrant-local-workers-13291852

CNA (2021), ‘Philippines expects 5.6 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to 
arrive by end-March’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/
philippines-covid-19-vaccines-pfizer-biontech-astrazeneca-14081228

CNA (2021), ‘Philippines receives Sinovac’s COVID-19 vaccine after delays’, 
at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/philippines-covid-19-
vaccine-sinovac-after-delays-14301074

CNA (2021), ‘Race To Trace’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/
video-on-demand/race-to-trace/the-new-normal-15025080

CNA (2020), ‘SAF soldiers ‘rose to the occasion’ in fight against COVID-19: 
Ng Eng Hen’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-
19-saf-day-ng-eng-hen-12891224

CNA (2021), ‘Singapore receives its first shipment of Sinovac’s COVID-19 
vaccine’, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/
singapore-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-first-shipment-february-14272652

CNA (2021), ‘Singapore targets having two-thirds of population 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by National Day’, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccine-target-national-
day-lawrence-wong-15082394?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_
cna

CNN Philippines (2020), ‘Magalong admits contact tracing in PH still ‘weak’’, 
at: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-
contact-tracing-PH---.html

Clean Clothes (2021), ‘Sri Lankan garment workers suffer during 
pandemic, while brands and manufacturers continue to make profits’, at: 
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2021/sri-lankan-garment-workers-suffer-
during-pandemic-while-brands-and-manufacturers-continue-to-make-
profits

Coalition for People’s Right to Health (2020), Facebook, at: https://m.
facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1639203232900893&
id=692827187538507

ColomboPage (2020), ‘First patient with coronavirus reported in Sri Lanka’, 
at: http://www.colombopage.com/archive_20A/Jan27_1580144354CH.php

Columbia Mailman School of Public Health et al (2020), ‘Human Mobility 
and Human Rights in the COVID-19 Pandemic: Principles of Protection for 
Migrants, Refugees, and Other Displaced Persons’, International Journal of 
Refugee Law, at: https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article/32/3/549/5954392

Coronel (2020), ‘Commentary: Still reeling from Duterte’s war on 
drugs, Manila’s poor hit hardest by COVID-19’, CNA, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-coronavirus-manila-
lockdown-philippines-duterte-poverty-12571146

Council of Europe (2020), ‘Women’s rights and the COVID-19 pandemic’, 
at: https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/women-s-rights-and-
covid-19

CTGN (2021), ‘3.1 million doses of Chinese COVID-19 vaccine reach Sri 
Lanka’, at: https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-06-09/3-1-million-doses-of-
Chinese-COVID-19-vaccine-reach-Sri-Lanka-10XpMymv2aA/index.html

Daim (2020), ‘Over 20,000 arrested for violating MCO since March 18’, New 
Straits Times, at: https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/587646/
over-20000-arrested-violating-mco-march-18

Daniel & Yasmin (2020), ‘The Impact of COVID-19 on Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers in Malaysia’, London School of Economics and Political Science, 
at: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/10/08/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-
refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-malaysia/

Data Commons (2021), ‘Indonesia’, at: https://datacommons.org/place/
country/IDN?utm_medium=explore&mprop=count&popt=Person&hl=en

Dayangku (2020), ‘13 Emerging Issues We’ve Identified With Current 
COVID-19 Contact Tracing Efforts’, Vulcan Post, at: https://vulcanpost.
com/699968/issues-with-covid-19-contact-tracing-solutions/

Department of Census and Statistics (2012), ‘Census of Population and 
Housing of Sri Lanka, 2012’, at: http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/
CPH2011/Pages/Activities/Reports/FinalReport/Population/Table%20A3.
pdf

Department of Census and Statistics (2011), ‘Sri Lanka Census of 
Population and Housing, 2011’, at: http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/
CPH2011/index.php?fileName=pop42&gp=Activities&tpl=3

Deutsche Welle (2020), ‘COVID-19 in Philippines: Police deployed to 
implement fresh lockdowns’, at: https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-in-
philippines-police-deployed-to-implement-fresh-lockdowns/a-54243337

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/proposed-restrictions-to-safeguard-personal-contact-tracing-data-will-override-all-other
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/proposed-restrictions-to-safeguard-personal-contact-tracing-data-will-override-all-other
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech/tech-news/tracetogether-tokens-safe-to-use-says-government-after-video-raising-radiation
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech/tech-news/tracetogether-tokens-safe-to-use-says-government-after-video-raising-radiation
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech/tech-news/tracetogether-tokens-safe-to-use-says-government-after-video-raising-radiation
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-crowding-emotional-health-migrant-workers-s11-12625718?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-crowding-emotional-health-migrant-workers-s11-12625718?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-crowding-emotional-health-migrant-workers-s11-12625718?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://thesmartlocal.com/malaysia/man-fined-rm10k/
https://thesmartlocal.com/malaysia/man-fined-rm10k/
https://citralablk.medium.com/covid-19-and-the-case-for-digital-contact-tracing-10e074cd0812
https://citralablk.medium.com/covid-19-and-the-case-for-digital-contact-tracing-10e074cd0812
https://www.csc.gov.sg/articles/covid-19-crisis-management-an-early-look#notes
https://www.csc.gov.sg/articles/covid-19-crisis-management-an-early-look#notes
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/spore-has-received-200000-doses-of-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-use-subject-to-hsa-approval
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/spore-has-received-200000-doses-of-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-use-subject-to-hsa-approval
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/spore-has-received-200000-doses-of-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-use-subject-to-hsa-approval
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/07/24/one-in-five-people-in-malaysia-uses-mysejahtera
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/07/24/one-in-five-people-in-malaysia-uses-mysejahtera
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/11/23/privacy-issues-with-mysejahtera-george-mathews/
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2020/11/23/privacy-issues-with-mysejahtera-george-mathews/
http://legacy.senate.gov.ph/Bayanihan-to-Heal-as-One-Act-RA-11469.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-12-people-deported-barred-from-singapore-12926636
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-12-people-deported-barred-from-singapore-12926636
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-12-people-deported-barred-from-singapore-12926636
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-indonesia-bans-ramadan-exodus-vaccine-travel-14499328
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-indonesia-bans-ramadan-exodus-vaccine-travel-14499328
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-defends-plan-to-deport-myanmar-nationals-14202844
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-defends-plan-to-deport-myanmar-nationals-14202844
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-imposes-emergency-law-covid-19-fake-news-14385184
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-imposes-emergency-law-covid-19-fake-news-14385184
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-rulers-no-extend-emergency-aug-1-politics-cool-down-15027024
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-rulers-no-extend-emergency-aug-1-politics-cool-down-15027024
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-rulers-no-extend-emergency-aug-1-politics-cool-down-15027024
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-contact-tracing-devices-migrant-local-workers-13291852
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-contact-tracing-devices-migrant-local-workers-13291852
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-contact-tracing-devices-migrant-local-workers-13291852
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/philippines-covid-19-vaccines-pfizer-biontech-astrazeneca-14081228
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/philippines-covid-19-vaccines-pfizer-biontech-astrazeneca-14081228
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/philippines-covid-19-vaccine-sinovac-after-delays-14301074
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/philippines-covid-19-vaccine-sinovac-after-delays-14301074
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/video-on-demand/race-to-trace/the-new-normal-15025080
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/video-on-demand/race-to-trace/the-new-normal-15025080
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-saf-day-ng-eng-hen-12891224
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-saf-day-ng-eng-hen-12891224
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-first-shipment-february-14272652
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-first-shipment-february-14272652
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccine-target-national-day-lawrence-wong-15082394?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccine-target-national-day-lawrence-wong-15082394?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccine-target-national-day-lawrence-wong-15082394?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-vaccine-target-national-day-lawrence-wong-15082394?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-PH---.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-PH---.html
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2021/sri-lankan-garment-workers-suffer-during-pandemic-while-brands-and-manufacturers-continue-to-make-profits
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2021/sri-lankan-garment-workers-suffer-during-pandemic-while-brands-and-manufacturers-continue-to-make-profits
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2021/sri-lankan-garment-workers-suffer-during-pandemic-while-brands-and-manufacturers-continue-to-make-profits
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1639203232900893&id=692827187538507
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1639203232900893&id=692827187538507
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1639203232900893&id=692827187538507
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_20A/Jan27_1580144354CH.php
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article/32/3/549/5954392
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-coronavirus-manila-lockdown-philippines-duterte-poverty-12571146
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-coronavirus-manila-lockdown-philippines-duterte-poverty-12571146
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-coronavirus-manila-lockdown-philippines-duterte-poverty-12571146
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/women-s-rights-and-covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/women-s-rights-and-covid-19
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-06-09/3-1-million-doses-of-Chinese-COVID-19-vaccine-reach-Sri-Lanka-10XpMymv2aA/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-06-09/3-1-million-doses-of-Chinese-COVID-19-vaccine-reach-Sri-Lanka-10XpMymv2aA/index.html
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/587646/over-20000-arrested-violating-mco-march-18
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/587646/over-20000-arrested-violating-mco-march-18
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/10/08/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-malaysia/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/seac/2020/10/08/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-malaysia/
https://datacommons.org/place/country/IDN?utm_medium=explore&mprop=count&popt=Person&hl=en
https://datacommons.org/place/country/IDN?utm_medium=explore&mprop=count&popt=Person&hl=en
https://vulcanpost.com/699968/issues-with-covid-19-contact-tracing-solutions/
https://vulcanpost.com/699968/issues-with-covid-19-contact-tracing-solutions/
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/CPH2011/Pages/Activities/Reports/FinalReport/Population/Table%20A3.pdf
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/CPH2011/Pages/Activities/Reports/FinalReport/Population/Table%20A3.pdf
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/CPH2011/Pages/Activities/Reports/FinalReport/Population/Table%20A3.pdf
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/CPH2011/index.php?fileName=pop42&gp=Activities&tpl=3
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/PopHouSat/CPH2011/index.php?fileName=pop42&gp=Activities&tpl=3
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-in-philippines-police-deployed-to-implement-fresh-lockdowns/a-54243337
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-in-philippines-police-deployed-to-implement-fresh-lockdowns/a-54243337


51The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Dharmaraj (2020), ‘10 Rumah Aman and PeduliLindungi apps help users 
stay safe in Indonesia’, OpenGov Asia, at: https://opengovasia.com/10-
rumah-aman-and-pedulilindungi-apps-help-users-stay-safe-in-indonesia/

DHIS2 (2021), ‘Innovating DHIS2 Tracker and Apps for COVID-19 
Surveillance in Sri Lanka’, at: https://dhis2.org/sri-lanka-covid-surveillance/

Dina (2020), ‘Your data or your life: Can we have both?’, The Star, at: 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/focus/2020/11/01/data-or-your-life-
can-we-have-both

Ding (2020), ‘Malaysia’s Coronavirus Scapegoats’, Foreign Policy, at: https://
foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/19/malaysias-coronavirus-scapegoats/

Dizon (2020), ‘Duterte and his generals: A shock and awe response to the 
pandemic’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/
duterte-shock-and-awe-coronavirus-pandemic-response-generals

EconomyNext (2020), ‘Ensure impartiality of Brandix internal inquiry, 
worker rights collective requests BOI’, at: https://economynext.com/
ensure-impartiality-of-brandix-internal-inquiry-worker-rights-collective-
requests-boi-74811/

EconomyNext (2021), ‘Sri Lanka finds 300 Coronavirus cases as 
Kandakadu cluster expands, over 1000 to be tested’, at: https://
economynext.com/sri-lanka-finds-300-coronavirus-cases-as-kandakadu-
cluster-expands-over-1000-to-be-tested-71813/

EconomyNext (2021), ‘Sri Lanka to make 13mn Sinovac vaccines: Treasury 
Secretary’, at: https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-make-13mn-sinovac-
vaccines-treasury-secretary-82727/

ECOSOC (1984), ‘STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS’, at: https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/E/CN.4/1985/4

Ellis-Petersen (2020), ‘Muslims in Sri Lanka ‘denied justice’ over forced 
cremations of Covid victims’, The Guardian, at: https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2020/dec/04/muslims-sri-lanka-justice-forced-cremations-
covid-victims

Estrin (2021), ‘Israel’s Supreme Court Ends Spy Agency Cellphone Tracking 
Of COVID-19 Infections’, National Public Radio, at: https://www.npr.
org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/01/972560038/israels-
supreme-court-ends-spy-agency-cellphone-tracking-of-covid-19-infections

Exemplars in Global Health (2020), ‘SCALING DHIS2 IN SRI LANKA: EARLY 
ACTION TO TRACK AND PREVENT COVID-19’, at: https://www.exemplars.
health/emerging-topics/epidemic-preparedness-and-response/digital-
health-tools/sri-lanka

Fachriansyah (2020), ‘What you need to know about large-scale social 
restrictions in Jakarta’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.
com/news/2020/04/08/jakarta-will-impose-stronger-mobility-restrictions-
on-friday-heres-what-you-need-to-know.html

Farisa (2021), ‘Effective from April 20, this is what you need to know 
about 25 Provinces Micro PPKMKM’, Kompas, at: https://nasional.kompas.
com/read/2021/04/20/05551541/berlaku-mulai-20-april-ini-yang-harus-
diketahui-soal-ppkm-mikro-25-provinsi?page=all

Farzan (2021), ‘41 Military operated quarantine facilities Sri Lanka to 
combat COVID-19’, News First, at: https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/05/07/41-
military-operated-quarantine-facilities-sri-lanka-to-combat-covid-19/

Farzan (2021), ‘More than 60,000 Sri Lankans given COVID Vaccine on 
Tuesday (11)’, News First, at: https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/05/12/more-
than-60000-sri-lankans-given-covid-vaccine-on-tuesday-11/

Farzan (2020), ‘Drone Camera donated to the Army for Its COVID-19 
Control Projects’, News First, at: https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/04/15/
drone-camera-donated-to-the-army-for-its-covid-19-control-projects/

Fishbein & Hkawng (2020), ‘Fear and Uncertainty for Refugees in Malaysia 
as Xenophobia Escalates’, Pulitzer Center, at: https://pulitzercenter.org/
stories/fear-and-uncertainty-refugees-malaysia-xenophobia-escalates

Flanders Trade (2021), ‘CORONAVIRUS – The situation in Malaysia’, 
at: https://www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com/export/nieuws/
coronavirus-%E2%80%93-situation-malaysia

Florene (2020), ‘Indonesians skeptical of the state’s COVID-19 prevention 
apps’, at: https://kr-asia.com/indonesians-skeptical-of-the-states-covid-19-
prevention-apps

Freedom House (2021), ‘Singapore: Freedom in the World 2021’, at: 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/singapore/freedom-world/2021

Freedom House (2021), ‘Malaysia: Freedom in the World 2021’, at: 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/malaysia/freedom-world/2021

Free Malaysia Today (2020), ‘Raids came only after illegals refused to be 
tested, says minister’, at: https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/
nation/2020/05/31/raids-came-only-after-illegals-refused-to-be-tested-
says-minister/

Galvez (2020), ‘Lorenzana: PSG personnel received smuggled 
COVID-19 vaccines’, INQUIRER.net, at: https://web.archive.org/
web/20210108193402/https:/newsinfo.inquirer.net/1377587/lorenzana-
psg-personnel-received-smuggled-covid-19-vaccines

Ganeshathasa (2021), ‘Sri Lanka’s Legal Response to COVID-19: 
Past Trends and Future Prospects’, Verfassungsblog, at: https://
verfassungsblog.de/sri-lankas-legal-response-to-covid-19-past-trends-
and-future-prospects/

GardaWorld (2020), ‘Sri Lanka: Nationwide curfew implemented March 
20-23 /update 5’, at: https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/324931/
sri-lanka-nationwide-curfew-implemented-march-20-23-update-5

Geddie & Aravindan (2020), ‘Spate of suicides among migrant workers in 
Singapore raises concern’, Reuters, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-singapore-migrants-idUSKCN2510QP

German-Indonesian Chamber of Industry and Commerce (2021), 
‘COVID-19 developments in Indonesia’, at: https://indonesien.ahk.de/en/
infocenter/news/news-details/covid-19-developments-in-indonesia

Ghaliya (2020), ‘Criticism ‘not an insult’: Police’s plan to nab slanderers 
of govt over COVID-19 questioned, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/06/criticism-not-an-insult-polices-plan-
to-nab-slanderers-of-govt-over-covid-19-questioned.html

Gibson-Fall (2021), ‘Military responses to COVID-19, emerging trends in 
global civil-military engagements’, US National Library of Medicine, at: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7870912/

GMA News (2020), ‘JTF COVID Shield creates Facebook account to facilitate 
reports of quarantine violations’, at: https://www.gmanetwork.com/
news/news/nation/755292/jtf-covid-shield-creates-facebook-account-to-
facilitate-reports-of-quarantine-violations/story/

Goh (2021), ‘PM Lee Hsien Loong receives first dose of Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/
singapore/pm-lee-hsien-loong-covid-19-vaccine-first-dose-pfizer-
biontech-13919024

Gotinga (2020), ‘Even in stricter lockdown, military says it will play ‘support 
role’’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/military-support-role-
stricter-lockdown-coronavirus

Gotinga (2021), ‘Ordered to stay home, Manila’s children face risks beyond 
COVID’, Al Jazeera, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/you-
get-used-to-it-manilas-teens-back-indoors-amid-covid-surg

Gotinga (2020), ‘Senate ratifies Bayanihan 2 bill with P165.5 billion for 
pandemic response’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/senate-
ratifies-bayanihan-2-bill-billions-fund-pandemic-response

Gotinga (2020), ‘WATCH: Police on patrol as coronavirus curfew begins 
in Pasig’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/police-patrol-
coronavirus-curfew-begins-pasig-march-2020

Government of Philippines (2021), ‘DILG to LGUs, public: Use StaySafe.PH 
app to boost contact tracing’, Gov.PH, at: https://www.dilg.gov.ph/news/
DILG-to-LGUs-public-Use-StaySafePH-app-to-boost-contact-tracing/NC-
2021-1062

https://opengovasia.com/10-rumah-aman-and-pedulilindungi-apps-help-users-stay-safe-in-indonesia/
https://opengovasia.com/10-rumah-aman-and-pedulilindungi-apps-help-users-stay-safe-in-indonesia/
https://dhis2.org/sri-lanka-covid-surveillance/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/focus/2020/11/01/data-or-your-life-can-we-have-both
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/focus/2020/11/01/data-or-your-life-can-we-have-both
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/19/malaysias-coronavirus-scapegoats/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/19/malaysias-coronavirus-scapegoats/
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/duterte-shock-and-awe-coronavirus-pandemic-response-generals
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/duterte-shock-and-awe-coronavirus-pandemic-response-generals
https://economynext.com/ensure-impartiality-of-brandix-internal-inquiry-worker-rights-collective-requests-boi-74811/
https://economynext.com/ensure-impartiality-of-brandix-internal-inquiry-worker-rights-collective-requests-boi-74811/
https://economynext.com/ensure-impartiality-of-brandix-internal-inquiry-worker-rights-collective-requests-boi-74811/
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-finds-300-coronavirus-cases-as-kandakadu-cluster-expands-over-1000-to-be-tested-71813/
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-finds-300-coronavirus-cases-as-kandakadu-cluster-expands-over-1000-to-be-tested-71813/
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-finds-300-coronavirus-cases-as-kandakadu-cluster-expands-over-1000-to-be-tested-71813/
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-make-13mn-sinovac-vaccines-treasury-secretary-82727/
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-make-13mn-sinovac-vaccines-treasury-secretary-82727/
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/E/CN.4/1985/4
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/04/muslims-sri-lanka-justice-forced-cremations-covid-victims
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/04/muslims-sri-lanka-justice-forced-cremations-covid-victims
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/04/muslims-sri-lanka-justice-forced-cremations-covid-victims
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/01/972560038/israels-supreme-court-ends-spy-agency-cellphone-tracking-of-covid-19-infections
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/01/972560038/israels-supreme-court-ends-spy-agency-cellphone-tracking-of-covid-19-infections
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/01/972560038/israels-supreme-court-ends-spy-agency-cellphone-tracking-of-covid-19-infections
https://www.exemplars.health/emerging-topics/epidemic-preparedness-and-response/digital-health-tools/sri-lanka
https://www.exemplars.health/emerging-topics/epidemic-preparedness-and-response/digital-health-tools/sri-lanka
https://www.exemplars.health/emerging-topics/epidemic-preparedness-and-response/digital-health-tools/sri-lanka
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/jakarta-will-impose-stronger-mobility-restrictions-on-friday-heres-what-you-need-to-know.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/jakarta-will-impose-stronger-mobility-restrictions-on-friday-heres-what-you-need-to-know.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/jakarta-will-impose-stronger-mobility-restrictions-on-friday-heres-what-you-need-to-know.html
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2021/04/20/05551541/berlaku-mulai-20-april-ini-yang-harus-diketahui-soal-ppkm-mikro-25-provinsi?page=all
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2021/04/20/05551541/berlaku-mulai-20-april-ini-yang-harus-diketahui-soal-ppkm-mikro-25-provinsi?page=all
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2021/04/20/05551541/berlaku-mulai-20-april-ini-yang-harus-diketahui-soal-ppkm-mikro-25-provinsi?page=all
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/05/07/41-military-operated-quarantine-facilities-sri-lanka-to-combat-covid-19/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/05/07/41-military-operated-quarantine-facilities-sri-lanka-to-combat-covid-19/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/05/12/more-than-60000-sri-lankans-given-covid-vaccine-on-tuesday-11/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/05/12/more-than-60000-sri-lankans-given-covid-vaccine-on-tuesday-11/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/04/15/drone-camera-donated-to-the-army-for-its-covid-19-control-projects/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/04/15/drone-camera-donated-to-the-army-for-its-covid-19-control-projects/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/fear-and-uncertainty-refugees-malaysia-xenophobia-escalates
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/fear-and-uncertainty-refugees-malaysia-xenophobia-escalates
https://www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com/export/nieuws/coronavirus-%E2%80%93-situation-malaysia
https://www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com/export/nieuws/coronavirus-%E2%80%93-situation-malaysia
https://kr-asia.com/indonesians-skeptical-of-the-states-covid-19-prevention-apps
https://kr-asia.com/indonesians-skeptical-of-the-states-covid-19-prevention-apps
https://freedomhouse.org/country/singapore/freedom-world/2021
https://freedomhouse.org/country/malaysia/freedom-world/2021
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/05/31/raids-came-only-after-illegals-refused-to-be-tested-says-minister/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/05/31/raids-came-only-after-illegals-refused-to-be-tested-says-minister/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/05/31/raids-came-only-after-illegals-refused-to-be-tested-says-minister/
http://INQUIRER.net
https://web.archive.org/web/20210108193402/https
https://web.archive.org/web/20210108193402/https
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1377587/lorenzana-psg-personnel-received-smuggled-covid-19-vaccines
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1377587/lorenzana-psg-personnel-received-smuggled-covid-19-vaccines
https://verfassungsblog.de/sri-lankas-legal-response-to-covid-19-past-trends-and-future-prospects/
https://verfassungsblog.de/sri-lankas-legal-response-to-covid-19-past-trends-and-future-prospects/
https://verfassungsblog.de/sri-lankas-legal-response-to-covid-19-past-trends-and-future-prospects/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/324931/sri-lanka-nationwide-curfew-implemented-march-20-23-update-5
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/324931/sri-lanka-nationwide-curfew-implemented-march-20-23-update-5
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-migrants-idUSKCN2510QP
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-migrants-idUSKCN2510QP
https://indonesien.ahk.de/en/infocenter/news/news-details/covid-19-developments-in-indonesia
https://indonesien.ahk.de/en/infocenter/news/news-details/covid-19-developments-in-indonesia
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/06/criticism-not-an-insult-polices-plan-to-nab-slanderers-of-govt-over-covid-19-questioned.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/06/criticism-not-an-insult-polices-plan-to-nab-slanderers-of-govt-over-covid-19-questioned.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/06/criticism-not-an-insult-polices-plan-to-nab-slanderers-of-govt-over-covid-19-questioned.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7870912/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/755292/jtf-covid-shield-creates-facebook-account-to-facilitate-reports-of-quarantine-violations/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/755292/jtf-covid-shield-creates-facebook-account-to-facilitate-reports-of-quarantine-violations/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/755292/jtf-covid-shield-creates-facebook-account-to-facilitate-reports-of-quarantine-violations/story/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pm-lee-hsien-loong-covid-19-vaccine-first-dose-pfizer-biontech-13919024
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pm-lee-hsien-loong-covid-19-vaccine-first-dose-pfizer-biontech-13919024
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pm-lee-hsien-loong-covid-19-vaccine-first-dose-pfizer-biontech-13919024
https://www.rappler.com/nation/military-support-role-stricter-lockdown-coronavirus
https://www.rappler.com/nation/military-support-role-stricter-lockdown-coronavirus
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/you-get-used-to-it-manilas-teens-back-indoors-amid-covid-surg
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/you-get-used-to-it-manilas-teens-back-indoors-amid-covid-surg
https://www.rappler.com/nation/senate-ratifies-bayanihan-2-bill-billions-fund-pandemic-response
https://www.rappler.com/nation/senate-ratifies-bayanihan-2-bill-billions-fund-pandemic-response
https://www.rappler.com/nation/police-patrol-coronavirus-curfew-begins-pasig-march-2020
https://www.rappler.com/nation/police-patrol-coronavirus-curfew-begins-pasig-march-2020
http://StaySafe.PH
http://Gov.PH
https://www.dilg.gov.ph/news/DILG-to-LGUs-public-Use-StaySafePH-app-to-boost-contact-tracing/NC-2021-1062
https://www.dilg.gov.ph/news/DILG-to-LGUs-public-Use-StaySafePH-app-to-boost-contact-tracing/NC-2021-1062
https://www.dilg.gov.ph/news/DILG-to-LGUs-public-Use-StaySafePH-app-to-boost-contact-tracing/NC-2021-1062


52The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Government of Singapore (2020), ‘Digital contact tracing tools required 
for all businesses and services operating during circuit breaker’, at: 
https://www.gov.sg/article/digital-contact-tracing-tools-for-all-businesses-
operating-during-circuit-breaker

GovPH (2020), ‘Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging 
Infectious Diseases (IATF-EID) Virtual Presser with Cabinet Secretary Karlo 
Alexei Nograles, Department of Interior and Local Government Secretary 
Eduardo Año and [via Skype] Department of Health Undersecretary Maria 
Rosario Vergeire’, at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200418155729/
https://pcoo.gov.ph/press-briefing/inter-agency-task-force-for-the-
management-of-emerging-infectious-diseases-iatf-eid-virtual-presser-
with-cabinet-secretary-karlo-alexei-nograles-department-of-interior-and-
local-government-secretar/

GovTech (2020), ‘TraceTogether - behind the scenes look at its 
development process’, at: https://www.tech.gov.sg/media/technews/
tracetogether-behind-the-scenes-look-at-its-development-process

Han (2021), ‘COVID app triggers overdue debate on privacy in Singapore’, 
Al Jazeera, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/10/covid-app-
triggers-overdue-debate-on-privacy-in-singapore

Health Promotion Bureau (2021), ‘COVID-19 Situation Report’, at: https://
www.hpb.health.gov.lk/en

Heijmans (2021), ‘Singapore Keeps Dorm Migrants Segregated Even 
as Covid Abates’, Bloomberg, at: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2021-04-19/singapore-keeps-dorm-migrants-segregated-even-as-
covid-abates

Hirschmann (2021), ‘Breakdown of cases of the novel coronavirus 
infections COVID-19 in Malaysia as of July 12, 2021’, Statista, at: https://
www.statista.com/statistics/1103202/malaysia-covid-19-tested-cases-
breakdown/

Himal Southasian (2021), ‘Getting the jab done’, at: https://www.himalmag.
com/getting-the-jab-done-covid19-southasia-2021/

Hui (2020), ‘Singapore’s migrant workers are basically in coronavirus jail’, 
Quartz, at: https://qz.com/1947877/singapores-covid-19-reopening-plan-
leaves-out-migrant-workers/

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (2020), ‘DIALOGUE WITH 
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES: AN ASSESSMENT OF NEEDS AND NEXT 
STEPS AMID COVID-19 PANDEMIC’, at: https://suhakam.org.my/2020/08/
dialogue-with-vulnerable-communities-an-assessment-of-needs-and-next-
steps-amid-covid-19-pandemic/

Human Rights Watch (2020), ‘Human Rights Dimensions of COVID-19 
Response’, at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/human-rights-
dimensions-covid-19-response

Human Rights Watch (2021), ‘Open Wounds and Mounting Dangers’, at: 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/02/01/open-wounds-and-mounting-
dangers/blocking-accountability-grave-abuses-sri-lanka

Human Rights Watch (2020), ‘Philippines: Curfew Violators Abused’, at: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/philippines-curfew-violators-
abused

Iau (2021), ‘Malaysian first to have PR status revoked for breaking Covid-19 
rules’, The Strait Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-
crime/malaysian-first-to-have-pr-status-revoked-for-breaking-covid-19-
rules

ICCPR (1966), ‘International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 19 December 1966’, at: 
https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%20999/volume-999-
i-14668-english.pdf

Illmer (2020), ‘Covid-19: Singapore migrant workers infections were 
three times higher’, BBC News, at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-55314862

Illmer (2021), ‘Singapore reveals Covid privacy data available to police’, 
BBC News, at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55541001

Independent Professionals Alliance (2020), ‘Sri Lanka’s Response to 
Covid-19’, at: https://mailchi.mp/6961b33de4b8/update-on-sri-lankas-
covid-19-response-5777324?e=09b0daa8e6

Inter-American Development Bank (2021), ‘COVID-19: DHIS2’, at: https://
socialdigital.iadb.org/en/sph/covid-19/digital-solutions/4680

International Coalition for Papua (2020), ‘Police officers disperse 
residents with water cannon in Jayapura - one person dead’, at: https://
humanrightspapua.org/news/32-2020/581-police-officers-disperse-
residents-with-water-cannon-in-jayapura-one-person-dead

International Commission of Jurists (2020), ‘Human Rights in the time 
of COVID-19: Front and Centre – ICJ news, articles, op-eds, legal blogs, 
videos’, at: https://www.icj.org/human-rights-in-the-time-of-covid-19-front-
and-centre/

International Truth and Justice Project (2021), ‘Sri Lanka’s COVID Military 
Overlords’, at: https://itjpsl.com/assets/press/Final-ITJP-JDS-press-release-
6-January-2021.pdf#english

Jacob (2020), ‘WHAT’S UP WITH OUR CONTACT TRACING APPS?’,  Ateneo 
de Manila University, at: http://www.ateneo.edu/udpo/article/whats-up-
with-our-contact-tracing-apps

Jalea (2021), ‘TIMELINE: COVID-19 vaccine deliveries and rollout in the 
Philippines’, CNN, at: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/25/
TIMELINE-COVID-19-vaccines-deliveries-rollout-Philippines.html

Jamal (2021), ‘Will Malaysia’s state of emergency cause more political 
instability?’, ASEAN Today, at: https://www.aseantoday.com/2021/03/will-
malaysias-state-of-emergency-cause-more-political-instability/

Jang (2020), ‘Sri Lanka: Vulnerable groups pay the price for militarisation 
of COVID-19 response’, International Commission of Jurists, at: https://
www.icj.org/sri-lanka-vulnerable-groups-pay-the-price-for-militarization-of-
covid-19-response/

Jalli (2020), ‘Commentary: E-learning sees no smooth sailing in Malaysia 
and Indonesia’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/
commentary/coronavirus-covid-19-malaysia-indonesia-school-e-learning-
online-12616944

Jeffrey (2020), ‘Managing inbound Rohingya: Malaysia’s longstanding 
refugee situation takes on added urgency during the pandemic’, Institute 
of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia, at: https://www.isis.
org.my/2020/04/21/managing-inbound-rohingya-malaysias-longstanding-
refugee-situation-takes-on-added-urgency-during-the-pandemic/

Johnson (2020), ‘The Covid Tracing Tracker: What’s happening in 
coronavirus apps around the world’, MIT Technology Review, at: https://
www.technologyreview.com/2020/12/16/1014878/covid-tracing-tracker/

Journal Online (2020), ‘JTF COVID Shield to PNP commanders: Intensify 
Patrols in PUVs’, at: https://journal.com.ph/news/nation/jtf-covid-shield-to-
pnp-commanders-intensify-patrols-in-puvs/

Kathiravelu (2020), ‘COVID-19 exposes the Singapore migrant 
worker experience’, East Asia Forum, at: https://www.eastasiaforum.
org/2020/11/11/covid-19-exposes-the-singapore-migrant-worker-
experience/

Khan (2021), ‘What is ‘vaccine nationalism’ and why is it so harmful?’, Al 
Jazeera, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/2/7/what-is-vaccine-
nationalism-and-why-is-it-so-harmful

Krishnan (2020), ‘COVID-19 Is Reshaping Border Security Enforcement in 
Malaysia’, The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/covid-19-is-
reshaping-border-security-enforcement-in-malaysia/

Kompas (2021), ‘Know What is Emergency PPKM and how is it 
different from Micro PPKM’, at: https://www.kompas.com/tren/
read/2021/07/01/130657765/mengenal-apa-itu-ppkm-darurat-dan-
bedanya-dengan-ppkm-mikro?page=all#page2

Kua (2020), ‘HUMAN RIGHTS IN MALAYSIA DURING THE PANDEMIC 2020’, 
SUARAM, at: https://www.suaram.net/2020/12/10/human-rights-in-
malaysia-during-the-pandemic-2020/

Kumarasinghe (2020), ‘Sri Lanka Cracks Down on Black Lives Matter 
Solidarity Protest’, The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/sri-
lanka-cracks-down-on-black-lives-matter-solidarity-protest/

https://www.gov.sg/article/digital-contact-tracing-tools-for-all-businesses-operating-during-circuit-breaker
https://www.gov.sg/article/digital-contact-tracing-tools-for-all-businesses-operating-during-circuit-breaker
https://web.archive.org/web/20200418155729/https
https://web.archive.org/web/20200418155729/https
http://pcoo.gov.ph/press-briefing/inter-agency-task-force-for-the-management-of-emerging-infectious-diseases-iatf-eid-virtual-presser-with-cabinet-secretary-karlo-alexei-nograles-department-of-interior-and-local-government-secretar/
http://pcoo.gov.ph/press-briefing/inter-agency-task-force-for-the-management-of-emerging-infectious-diseases-iatf-eid-virtual-presser-with-cabinet-secretary-karlo-alexei-nograles-department-of-interior-and-local-government-secretar/
http://pcoo.gov.ph/press-briefing/inter-agency-task-force-for-the-management-of-emerging-infectious-diseases-iatf-eid-virtual-presser-with-cabinet-secretary-karlo-alexei-nograles-department-of-interior-and-local-government-secretar/
http://pcoo.gov.ph/press-briefing/inter-agency-task-force-for-the-management-of-emerging-infectious-diseases-iatf-eid-virtual-presser-with-cabinet-secretary-karlo-alexei-nograles-department-of-interior-and-local-government-secretar/
https://www.tech.gov.sg/media/technews/tracetogether-behind-the-scenes-look-at-its-development-process
https://www.tech.gov.sg/media/technews/tracetogether-behind-the-scenes-look-at-its-development-process
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/10/covid-app-triggers-overdue-debate-on-privacy-in-singapore
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/10/covid-app-triggers-overdue-debate-on-privacy-in-singapore
https://www.hpb.health.gov.lk/en
https://www.hpb.health.gov.lk/en
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-19/singapore-keeps-dorm-migrants-segregated-even-as-covid-abates
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-19/singapore-keeps-dorm-migrants-segregated-even-as-covid-abates
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-19/singapore-keeps-dorm-migrants-segregated-even-as-covid-abates
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1103202/malaysia-covid-19-tested-cases-breakdown/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1103202/malaysia-covid-19-tested-cases-breakdown/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1103202/malaysia-covid-19-tested-cases-breakdown/
https://www.himalmag.com/getting-the-jab-done-covid19-southasia-2021/
https://www.himalmag.com/getting-the-jab-done-covid19-southasia-2021/
https://qz.com/1947877/singapores-covid-19-reopening-plan-leaves-out-migrant-workers/
https://qz.com/1947877/singapores-covid-19-reopening-plan-leaves-out-migrant-workers/
https://suhakam.org.my/2020/08/dialogue-with-vulnerable-communities-an-assessment-of-needs-and-next-steps-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://suhakam.org.my/2020/08/dialogue-with-vulnerable-communities-an-assessment-of-needs-and-next-steps-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://suhakam.org.my/2020/08/dialogue-with-vulnerable-communities-an-assessment-of-needs-and-next-steps-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/02/01/open-wounds-and-mounting-dangers/blocking-accountability-grave-abuses-sri-lanka
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/02/01/open-wounds-and-mounting-dangers/blocking-accountability-grave-abuses-sri-lanka
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/philippines-curfew-violators-abused
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/philippines-curfew-violators-abused
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/malaysian-first-to-have-pr-status-revoked-for-breaking-covid-19-rules
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/malaysian-first-to-have-pr-status-revoked-for-breaking-covid-19-rules
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/malaysian-first-to-have-pr-status-revoked-for-breaking-covid-19-rules
https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%20999/volume-999-i-14668-english.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%20999/volume-999-i-14668-english.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55314862
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55314862
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55541001
https://mailchi.mp/6961b33de4b8/update-on-sri-lankas-covid-19-response-5777324?e=09b0daa8e6
https://mailchi.mp/6961b33de4b8/update-on-sri-lankas-covid-19-response-5777324?e=09b0daa8e6
https://socialdigital.iadb.org/en/sph/covid-19/digital-solutions/4680
https://socialdigital.iadb.org/en/sph/covid-19/digital-solutions/4680
https://humanrightspapua.org/news/32-2020/581-police-officers-disperse-residents-with-water-cannon-in-jayapura-one-person-dead
https://humanrightspapua.org/news/32-2020/581-police-officers-disperse-residents-with-water-cannon-in-jayapura-one-person-dead
https://humanrightspapua.org/news/32-2020/581-police-officers-disperse-residents-with-water-cannon-in-jayapura-one-person-dead
https://www.icj.org/human-rights-in-the-time-of-covid-19-front-and-centre/
https://www.icj.org/human-rights-in-the-time-of-covid-19-front-and-centre/
https://itjpsl.com/assets/press/Final-ITJP-JDS-press-release-6-January-2021.pdf#english
https://itjpsl.com/assets/press/Final-ITJP-JDS-press-release-6-January-2021.pdf#english
http://www.ateneo.edu/udpo/article/whats-up-with-our-contact-tracing-apps
http://www.ateneo.edu/udpo/article/whats-up-with-our-contact-tracing-apps
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/25/TIMELINE-COVID-19-vaccines-deliveries-rollout-Philippines.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/3/25/TIMELINE-COVID-19-vaccines-deliveries-rollout-Philippines.html
https://www.aseantoday.com/2021/03/will-malaysias-state-of-emergency-cause-more-political-instability/
https://www.aseantoday.com/2021/03/will-malaysias-state-of-emergency-cause-more-political-instability/
https://www.icj.org/sri-lanka-vulnerable-groups-pay-the-price-for-militarization-of-covid-19-response/
https://www.icj.org/sri-lanka-vulnerable-groups-pay-the-price-for-militarization-of-covid-19-response/
https://www.icj.org/sri-lanka-vulnerable-groups-pay-the-price-for-militarization-of-covid-19-response/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/coronavirus-covid-19-malaysia-indonesia-school-e-learning-online-12616944
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/coronavirus-covid-19-malaysia-indonesia-school-e-learning-online-12616944
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/coronavirus-covid-19-malaysia-indonesia-school-e-learning-online-12616944
https://www.isis.org.my/2020/04/21/managing-inbound-rohingya-malaysias-longstanding-refugee-situation-takes-on-added-urgency-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.isis.org.my/2020/04/21/managing-inbound-rohingya-malaysias-longstanding-refugee-situation-takes-on-added-urgency-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.isis.org.my/2020/04/21/managing-inbound-rohingya-malaysias-longstanding-refugee-situation-takes-on-added-urgency-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/12/16/1014878/covid-tracing-tracker/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/12/16/1014878/covid-tracing-tracker/
https://journal.com.ph/news/nation/jtf-covid-shield-to-pnp-commanders-intensify-patrols-in-puvs/
https://journal.com.ph/news/nation/jtf-covid-shield-to-pnp-commanders-intensify-patrols-in-puvs/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/11/11/covid-19-exposes-the-singapore-migrant-worker-experience/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/11/11/covid-19-exposes-the-singapore-migrant-worker-experience/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/11/11/covid-19-exposes-the-singapore-migrant-worker-experience/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/2/7/what-is-vaccine-nationalism-and-why-is-it-so-harmful
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/2/7/what-is-vaccine-nationalism-and-why-is-it-so-harmful
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/covid-19-is-reshaping-border-security-enforcement-in-malaysia/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/covid-19-is-reshaping-border-security-enforcement-in-malaysia/
https://www.kompas.com/tren/read/2021/07/01/130657765/mengenal-apa-itu-ppkm-darurat-dan-bedanya-dengan-ppkm-mikro?page=all#page2
https://www.kompas.com/tren/read/2021/07/01/130657765/mengenal-apa-itu-ppkm-darurat-dan-bedanya-dengan-ppkm-mikro?page=all#page2
https://www.kompas.com/tren/read/2021/07/01/130657765/mengenal-apa-itu-ppkm-darurat-dan-bedanya-dengan-ppkm-mikro?page=all#page2
https://www.suaram.net/2020/12/10/human-rights-in-malaysia-during-the-pandemic-2020/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=7039afeb60749d461cda8351c17e102b81887e87-1626331793-0-AVxD8kWK4TpZfoN4hiTIi6dFZwXc5pmByhf-PIrurlMgRBWhoA3HicAelfUakGJvK-sCfNciTx8H2wwy4sv7smkmm4YCHUHXvxM8CoQp-JpVdoX2-7zE0r2vOkJZ8zQlaSneUOgcFwrJV41r5iIWNuaoTGrfu1s_64NxAAomxI2ZX7ca2MyTSjXU1tPQSQjZRt8CssqORvT4b1EdKd5iOsdqniyEuVLaIm5kQhKBfpXr
https://www.suaram.net/2020/12/10/human-rights-in-malaysia-during-the-pandemic-2020/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=7039afeb60749d461cda8351c17e102b81887e87-1626331793-0-AVxD8kWK4TpZfoN4hiTIi6dFZwXc5pmByhf-PIrurlMgRBWhoA3HicAelfUakGJvK-sCfNciTx8H2wwy4sv7smkmm4YCHUHXvxM8CoQp-JpVdoX2-7zE0r2vOkJZ8zQlaSneUOgcFwrJV41r5iIWNuaoTGrfu1s_64NxAAomxI2ZX7ca2MyTSjXU1tPQSQjZRt8CssqORvT4b1EdKd5iOsdqniyEuVLaIm5kQhKBfpXr
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/sri-lanka-cracks-down-on-black-lives-matter-solidarity-protest/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/sri-lanka-cracks-down-on-black-lives-matter-solidarity-protest/


53The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Kumarasinghe (2021), ‘Sri Lanka Teaches the World How Not to Respond 
to COVID-19’, The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/sri-
lanka-teaches-the-world-how-not-to-respond-to-covid-19/

Laksmana & Taufika (2020), ‘How “militarized” is Indonesia’s COVID-19 
management? Preliminary assessment and findings’, Academia.edu, at: 
https://www.academia.edu/43141477/How_militarized_is_Indonesias_
COVID_19_management_Preliminary_assessment_and_findings

Lee (2020), ‘Neglect of migrant workers could hurt Malaysia’s economic 
recovery’, CNBC, at: https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/05/covid-19-migrant-
worker-neglect-may-hurt-malaysia-economic-recovery.html

Legal Affairs Division (BHEUU) (2021), ‘MEDIA STATEMENT WITH THE 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND THE MINISTER IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S 
DEPARTMENT (JPM)’, at: http://www.bheuu.gov.my/index.php/en/media/
press-statement/1940-kenyataan-media-bersama-menteri-kesihatan-dan-
menteri-di-jabatan-perdana-menteri-jpm

Lestari (2021), ‘Indonesian govt moves to revise controversial cyberlaw’, 
Union of Catholic Asian News, at: https://www.ucanews.com/news/
indonesian-govt-moves-to-revise-controversial-cyberlaw/91507

Lestari (2021), ‘Indonesian police, military to enforce Covid-19 protocols’, 
Union of Catholic Asian News, at: https://www.ucanews.com/news/
indonesian-police-military-to-enforce-covid-19-protocols/89150

Lestari (2020), ‘Widodo orders mandatory wearing of face masks’, Union of 
Catholic Asian News, at: https://www.ucanews.com/news/widodo-orders-
mandatory-wearing-of-face-masks/89039#

Lin (2021), ‘Sinovac vaccine recipients excluded from national tally; 
‘little data’ on efficacy against new COVID-19 variants’, CNA, at: https://
www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/sinovac-vaccine-covid-19-
recipients-national-count-evidence-data-15172472

Lin et al (2021), ‘An Analysis of Indonesia and the Philippines’ Government-
launched COVID-19 Apps’, Citizen Lab, at: https://citizenlab.ca/2020/12/
unmasked-ii-an-analysis-of-indonesia-and-the-philippines-government-
launched-covid-19-apps/

LIRNEasia (2020), ‘Implications of using drones for surveillance in 
COVID-19 lockdown’, at: https://lirneasia.net/2020/11/the-implications-of-
using-drones-for-surveillance-in-covid-19-lockdown/

Loheswar (2021), ‘Health experts: Spraying migrants with disinfectant 
unscientific defence against Covid-19, likely to cause harm instead’, 
Malay Mail, at: https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/06/10/
health-experts-spraying-migrants-with-disinfectant-unscientific-defence-
aga/1980991

Lokataru Foundation (2020), ‘SHRINKING CIVIC SPACE AMIDST THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN INDONESIA’, at: https://www.icnl.org/wp-content/
uploads/Lokataru-Foundation-SCS-and-COVID19-Pandemic-Indonesia.pdf

Low (2021), ‘Mandatory TraceTogether-only SafeEntry brought forward 
to May 17’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/
covid19-tracetogether-safeentry-may-17-brought-forward-token-
app-14742912

Lum (2021), ‘Reaping What Was Sown’, CodeBlue, at: https://codeblue.
galencentre.org/2021/01/20/reaping-what-was-sown/

Lupieri (2021), ‘Refugee Health During the Covid-19 Pandemic: A Review of 
Global Policy Responses’, US National Library of Medicine, at: https://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8039842/
 
Macasero (2020), ‘Cimatu brings in troops as he begins battle 
vs coronavirus in Cebu City’, Rappler, at: https://r3.rappler.com/
nation/264932-cimatu-brings-in-troops-battle-coronavirus-cebu-city

Macrotrends (2021), ‘Largest Countries by Population’, at: https://www.
macrotrends.net/countries/ranking/population

Malaysiakini (2020), ‘ Putrajaya to convert 13 academies into prisons for 
MCO violators’, at: https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/520731

Malay Mail (2020), ‘CMCO gets mixed reactions from state governments’, 
at: https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/03/cmco-gets-
mixed-reactions-from-state-governments/1862706

Malay Mail (2020), ‘Minister: Police set up task force to monitor SOP 
compliance during CMCO’, at: https://www.malaymail.com/news/
malaysia/2020/05/05/minister-police-set-up-task-force-to-monitor-sop-
compliance-during-cmco/1863370

Malay Mail (2020), ‘Rohingya who attended tabligh gathering urged to go 
for screening’, at: https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/24/
rohingya-who-attended-tabligh-gathering-urged-to-go-for-
screening/1849813

Malaysian Wireless (2020), ‘Making MySejahtera Compulsory Raises 
Privacy Concerns – Experts’, at: https://www.malaysianwireless.
com/2020/08/mysejahtera-compulsory-privacy-concerns/

McKinsey & Company (2020), ‘Privacy, security, and public health in a 
pandemic year’, at: https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/risk/
our-insights/privacy-security-and-public-health-in-a-pandemic-year

Melda (2020), ‘Police Act on 104 Suspects Spreading Hoaxes About 
COVID-19, 17 Detained’, at: 
https://news.detik.com/berita/d-5268245/polri-tindak-104-tersangka-
penyebar-hoax-soal-covid-19-17-ditahan

Ministry of Communication and Information (2020), ‘Safe Protect 
Application from Phishing and Malware, Download via App Store and Play 
Store’, at: https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/25866/siaran-pers-no-
57hmkominfo042020-tentang-aplikasi-pedulilindungi-aman-dari-phising-
dan-malware-diunduh-lewat-app-store-dan-play-store/0/siaran_pers

Ministry of Health (2020), ‘Multi-Ministry Taskforce on Wuhan Coronavirus’, 
at: https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-
library/multi-ministry-taskforce-on-wuhan-coronavirus-and-tor---final.pdf

Ministry of Health (2021), ‘UPDATES ON COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS 
DISEASE 2019) LOCAL SITUATION’, at: https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19

Ministry of Health Malaysia (2020), ‘UPDATES ON THE CORONAVIRUS 
DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) SITUATION IN MALAYSIA’, at: http://covid-19.
moh.gov.my/terkini/062020/situasi-terkini-25-jun-2020/Kenyataan%20
Akhbar%20KPK%20COVID-19%20(25%20Jun%202020)%20-%20EN.pdf

Ministry of Health of Singapore (2021), ‘COVID-19 VACCINATION’, at: 
https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19/vaccination

Ministry of Health of Singapore (2020), ‘EASING THE TIGHTER CIRCUIT 
BREAKER MEASURES, PREPARING FOR GRADUAL RESUMPTION OF 
ACTIVITY AFTER 1 JUNE’, at: https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/
details/easing-the-tighter-circuit-breaker-measures-preparing-for-gradual-
resumption-of-activity-after-1-june

Ministry of Manpower (2020), ‘89 Work Passes Revoked for Breach 
of Entry Approval and Stay-Home Notice Requirements’, at: https://
www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0321-89-work-
passes-revoked-for-breach-of-entry-approval-and-stay-home-notice-
requirements

Ministry of Manpower (2021), ‘FAQs on staggered rest days for migrant 
workers’, at: https://www.mom.gov.sg/covid-19/frequently-asked-
questions/staggered-rest-days

Ministry of Manpower (2015), ‘Findings From A Survey With Foreign 
Workers’, at: https://www.mom.gov.sg/~/media/mom/documents/foreign-
manpower/findings-from-survey-with-foreign-workers.pdf?la=en

Ministry of Manpower (2020), ‘Foreign Workforce Numbers’, at:  https://
www.mom.gov.sg/documents-and-publications/foreign-workforce-
numbers

Moneymax (2021), ‘Internet in the Philippines: Why is It Slow and 
Expensive?’, Yahoo, at: https://sg.news.yahoo.com/cost-internet-asean-3-
region-220022441.html

MOSTI (2020), at: https://www.mosti.gov.my/

MySejahtera (2021), ‘MySejahtera’,  at: https://mysejahtera.malaysia.gov.
my/intro_en/

New Straits Times (2020), ‘[Breaking] 3 coronavirus cases confirmed in 
Johor Baru’, at: https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/559563/
breaking-3-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-johor-baru

https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/sri-lanka-teaches-the-world-how-not-to-respond-to-covid-19/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/sri-lanka-teaches-the-world-how-not-to-respond-to-covid-19/
http://Academia.edu
https://www.academia.edu/43141477/How_militarized_is_Indonesias_COVID_19_management_Preliminary_assessment_and_findings
https://www.academia.edu/43141477/How_militarized_is_Indonesias_COVID_19_management_Preliminary_assessment_and_findings
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/05/covid-19-migrant-worker-neglect-may-hurt-malaysia-economic-recovery.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/05/covid-19-migrant-worker-neglect-may-hurt-malaysia-economic-recovery.html
http://www.bheuu.gov.my/index.php/en/media/press-statement/1940-kenyataan-media-bersama-menteri-kesihatan-dan-menteri-di-jabatan-perdana-menteri-jpm
http://www.bheuu.gov.my/index.php/en/media/press-statement/1940-kenyataan-media-bersama-menteri-kesihatan-dan-menteri-di-jabatan-perdana-menteri-jpm
http://www.bheuu.gov.my/index.php/en/media/press-statement/1940-kenyataan-media-bersama-menteri-kesihatan-dan-menteri-di-jabatan-perdana-menteri-jpm
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indonesian-govt-moves-to-revise-controversial-cyberlaw/91507
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indonesian-govt-moves-to-revise-controversial-cyberlaw/91507
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indonesian-police-military-to-enforce-covid-19-protocols/89150
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indonesian-police-military-to-enforce-covid-19-protocols/89150
https://www.ucanews.com/news/widodo-orders-mandatory-wearing-of-face-masks/89039#
https://www.ucanews.com/news/widodo-orders-mandatory-wearing-of-face-masks/89039#
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/sinovac-vaccine-covid-19-recipients-national-count-evidence-data-15172472
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/sinovac-vaccine-covid-19-recipients-national-count-evidence-data-15172472
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/sinovac-vaccine-covid-19-recipients-national-count-evidence-data-15172472
https://citizenlab.ca/2020/12/unmasked-ii-an-analysis-of-indonesia-and-the-philippines-government-launched-covid-19-apps/
https://citizenlab.ca/2020/12/unmasked-ii-an-analysis-of-indonesia-and-the-philippines-government-launched-covid-19-apps/
https://citizenlab.ca/2020/12/unmasked-ii-an-analysis-of-indonesia-and-the-philippines-government-launched-covid-19-apps/
https://lirneasia.net/2020/11/the-implications-of-using-drones-for-surveillance-in-covid-19-lockdown/
https://lirneasia.net/2020/11/the-implications-of-using-drones-for-surveillance-in-covid-19-lockdown/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/06/10/health-experts-spraying-migrants-with-disinfectant-unscientific-defence-aga/1980991
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/06/10/health-experts-spraying-migrants-with-disinfectant-unscientific-defence-aga/1980991
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/06/10/health-experts-spraying-migrants-with-disinfectant-unscientific-defence-aga/1980991
https://www.icnl.org/wp-content/uploads/Lokataru-Foundation-SCS-and-COVID19-Pandemic-Indonesia.pdf
https://www.icnl.org/wp-content/uploads/Lokataru-Foundation-SCS-and-COVID19-Pandemic-Indonesia.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-tracetogether-safeentry-may-17-brought-forward-token-app-14742912
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-tracetogether-safeentry-may-17-brought-forward-token-app-14742912
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-tracetogether-safeentry-may-17-brought-forward-token-app-14742912
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2021/01/20/reaping-what-was-sown/
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2021/01/20/reaping-what-was-sown/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8039842/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8039842/
https://r3.rappler.com/nation/264932-cimatu-brings-in-troops-battle-coronavirus-cebu-city
https://r3.rappler.com/nation/264932-cimatu-brings-in-troops-battle-coronavirus-cebu-city
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/ranking/population
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/ranking/population
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/520731
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/03/cmco-gets-mixed-reactions-from-state-governments/1862706
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/03/cmco-gets-mixed-reactions-from-state-governments/1862706
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/05/minister-police-set-up-task-force-to-monitor-sop-compliance-during-cmco/1863370
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/05/minister-police-set-up-task-force-to-monitor-sop-compliance-during-cmco/1863370
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/05/minister-police-set-up-task-force-to-monitor-sop-compliance-during-cmco/1863370
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/24/rohingya-who-attended-tabligh-gathering-urged-to-go-for-screening/1849813
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/24/rohingya-who-attended-tabligh-gathering-urged-to-go-for-screening/1849813
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/24/rohingya-who-attended-tabligh-gathering-urged-to-go-for-screening/1849813
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/risk/our-insights/privacy-security-and-public-health-in-a-pandemic-year
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/risk/our-insights/privacy-security-and-public-health-in-a-pandemic-year
https://news.detik.com/berita/d-5268245/polri-tindak-104-tersangka-penyebar-hoax-soal-covid-19-17-ditahan
https://news.detik.com/berita/d-5268245/polri-tindak-104-tersangka-penyebar-hoax-soal-covid-19-17-ditahan
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/25866/siaran-pers-no-57hmkominfo042020-tentang-aplikasi-pedulilindungi-aman-dari-phising-dan-malware-diunduh-lewat-app-store-dan-play-store/0/siaran_pers
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/25866/siaran-pers-no-57hmkominfo042020-tentang-aplikasi-pedulilindungi-aman-dari-phising-dan-malware-diunduh-lewat-app-store-dan-play-store/0/siaran_pers
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/25866/siaran-pers-no-57hmkominfo042020-tentang-aplikasi-pedulilindungi-aman-dari-phising-dan-malware-diunduh-lewat-app-store-dan-play-store/0/siaran_pers
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/multi-ministry-taskforce-on-wuhan-coronavirus-and-tor---final.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/multi-ministry-taskforce-on-wuhan-coronavirus-and-tor---final.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19
http://covid-19.moh.gov.my/terkini/062020/situasi-terkini-25-jun-2020/Kenyataan%20Akhbar%20KPK%20COVID-19%20(25%20Jun%202020)%20-%20EN.pdf
http://covid-19.moh.gov.my/terkini/062020/situasi-terkini-25-jun-2020/Kenyataan%20Akhbar%20KPK%20COVID-19%20(25%20Jun%202020)%20-%20EN.pdf
http://covid-19.moh.gov.my/terkini/062020/situasi-terkini-25-jun-2020/Kenyataan%20Akhbar%20KPK%20COVID-19%20(25%20Jun%202020)%20-%20EN.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19/vaccination
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/easing-the-tighter-circuit-breaker-measures-preparing-for-gradual-resumption-of-activity-after-1-june
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/easing-the-tighter-circuit-breaker-measures-preparing-for-gradual-resumption-of-activity-after-1-june
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/easing-the-tighter-circuit-breaker-measures-preparing-for-gradual-resumption-of-activity-after-1-june
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0321-89-work-passes-revoked-for-breach-of-entry-approval-and-stay-home-notice-requirements
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0321-89-work-passes-revoked-for-breach-of-entry-approval-and-stay-home-notice-requirements
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0321-89-work-passes-revoked-for-breach-of-entry-approval-and-stay-home-notice-requirements
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0321-89-work-passes-revoked-for-breach-of-entry-approval-and-stay-home-notice-requirements
https://www.mom.gov.sg/covid-19/frequently-asked-questions/staggered-rest-days
https://www.mom.gov.sg/covid-19/frequently-asked-questions/staggered-rest-days
https://www.mom.gov.sg/~/media/mom/documents/foreign-manpower/findings-from-survey-with-foreign-workers.pdf?la=en
https://www.mom.gov.sg/~/media/mom/documents/foreign-manpower/findings-from-survey-with-foreign-workers.pdf?la=en
https://www.mom.gov.sg/documents-and-publications/foreign-workforce-numbers
https://www.mom.gov.sg/documents-and-publications/foreign-workforce-numbers
https://www.mom.gov.sg/documents-and-publications/foreign-workforce-numbers
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/cost-internet-asean-3-region-220022441.html
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/cost-internet-asean-3-region-220022441.html
https://www.mosti.gov.my/
https://mysejahtera.malaysia.gov.my/intro_en/
https://mysejahtera.malaysia.gov.my/intro_en/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/559563/breaking-3-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-johor-baru
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/559563/breaking-3-coronavirus-cases-confirmed-johor-baru


54The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

New York Times (2020), ‘Indonesia Has No Reported Cases. Is That The 
Whole Picture?’, at: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/world/asia/
coronavirus-indonesia-bali.html

Ng (2020), ‘Over 450,000 workers to get contact-tracing devices’, The 
Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/over-450000-
workers-to-get-contact-tracing-devices

Noorshahrizam (2021), ‘Anwar claims Malaysia lags behind SEA peers on 
Sinovac procurement’, Malay Mail, at: https://www.malaymail.com/news/
malaysia/2021/05/22/anwar-claims-malaysia-lags-behind-sea-peers-on-
sinovac-procurement/1976280

Norton Rose Fulbright (2020), ‘Contact tracing apps in Indonesia’, at: 
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/-/media/files/nrf/nrfweb/contact-
tracing/indonesia-contact-tracing.pdf?revision=15944f44-0199-48bd-
9439-48be72a8e1c0&la=en-nl

Nugraha (2020), ‘Police Suggest Criminal Charges to Punish PSBB Social 
Restriction Violators’, Tempo, at: https://en.tempo.co/read/1386040/
police-suggest-criminal-charges-to-punish-psbb-social-restriction-violators

Office of Assistant to Deputy Cabinet Secretary for State Documents 
& Translation (2020), ‘Gov’t Issues Regulation on COVID-19 Mitigation, 
National Economic Recovery’, Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of 
Indonesia, at: 
https://setkab.go.id/en/govt-issues-regulation-on-covid-19-mitigation-
national-economic-recovery/

Official Gazette (2020), ‘PROCLAMATION NO. 922’, at: https://www.
officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/02feb/20200308-PROC-922-
RRD-1.pdf

Official Gazette (2020), ‘PROCLAMATION NO. 929’, at: 
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-
PROC-929-RRD.pdf

OHCHR (2020), ‘Asia: Bachelet alarmed by clampdown on freedom of 
expression during COVID-19’, at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/
Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E

OHCHR (2001), ‘CCPR General Comment No. 29: Article 4: Derogations 
during a State of
Emergency’, at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/453883fd1f.html

OHCHR (2021), ‘Committee on the Rights of Migrant Workers Discusses 
the Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Migrants and the Ratification 
of the Convention in a Meeting with States and Other Stakeholders’, 
at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.
aspx?NewsID=26995&LangID=E

OHCHR (2020), ‘COVID-19 AND WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS: GUIDANCE’, 
at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/COVID-19_and_
Womens_Human_Rights.pdf

OHCHR (2020), ‘EMERGENCY MEASURES AND COVID-19: GUIDANCE’, 
at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_
COVID19.pdf

OHCHR (2020), ‘Human Rights Situation in the midst of Covid-19 in West 
Papua
January – May 2020’, at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/
WGEAPD/Session28/written-input/solidarity-for-indegenous-papuans.pdf

OHCHR & WHO (2020), ‘IASC Interim Guidance on COVID-19: Focus on 
Persons Deprived of Their Liberty’, Inter-Agency Standing Committee, at: 
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/iasc-interim-guidance-
covid-19-focus-persons-deprived-their-liberty

OHCHR (2021), ‘OHCHR and the right to health’, at: https://www.ohchr.org/
EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/Health.aspx

OneTrust DataGuidance (2020), ‘Indonesia: Kominfo launches AI 
technology app to combat Coronavirus’, at: https://www.dataguidance.
com/news/indonesia-kominfo-launches-ai-technology-app-combat

Ong (2020), ‘Commentary: COVID-19 has revealed a new disadvantaged 
group among us – digital outcasts’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/commentary/covid-19-has-revealed-digital-divide-literacy-
singapore-12783252

Ong (2020), ‘Hiring of safe distancing ambassadors, enforcement 
officers to continue after circuit breaker ends: MEWR’, TODAY, at: https://
www.todayonline.com/singapore/hiring-safe-distancing-ambassadors-
enforcement-officers-continue-after-circuit-breaker

Othman & Babulal (2020), ‘MySejahtera app disseminates Covid-19 
information’, New Straits Times, at: https://www.nst.com.my/news/
nation/2020/04/583117/mysejahtera-app-disseminates-covid-19-
information

Our Better World (2020), ‘Popsicle shop by day, and shelter for the 
homeless by night’, at: https://www.ourbetterworld.org/series/humankind/
story/bakery-turns-shelter-for-the-homeless
 
Our World in Data (2021), ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations’, at: 
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=LKA

Paul (2020), ‘Bangladesh coast guard rescues 396 Rohingya from 
drifting boat; 32 dead’, Reuters, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
bangladesh-rohingya-ships/over-two-dozen-rohingya-died-on-rescued-
boat-bangladesh-coast-guard-says-idUSKCN21Y0AQ

Paulo et al (2020), ‘COVID-19: Battling fear and boredom, migrant 
workers grapple with isolation in dormitories’, CNA, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fear-boredom-isolation-foreign-
workers-dormitories-covid-19-12632262

PeduliLindungi (2021), ‘COVID-19 Vaccination’, at: https://pedulilindungi.id/

Personal Data Protection Commission (2021), ‘Advisories on Collection 
of Personal Data for COVID-19 Contact Tracing and Use of SafeEntry’, 
at: https://www.pdpc.gov.sg/help-and-resources/2020/03/advisory-on-
collection-of-personal-data-for-covid-19-contact-tracing

PGCare (2020), ‘Thanks To All’, at: https://www.pgcare.my/home

Philippine Society of Public Health Physicians (2020), ‘What’s Next for 
COVID-19 Contact Tracing’, at: http://psphp.org/2020/07/whats-next-for-
covid-19-contact-tracing/

Phua & Min (2020), ‘Can Singapore rely less on foreign workers? It’s 
not just about dollars and cents, say observers’, CNA, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-foreign-workers-
reliance-challenges-12806970

Prime Minister’s Office (2020), ‘PM Lee Hsien Loong on the COVID-19 
situation in Singapore on 21 April 2020’, at: https://www.pmo.gov.sg/
Newsroom/PM-Lee-Hsien-Loong-address-COVID-19-21-Apr

Privacy International (2017), ‘What Is Privacy?’, at: https://
privacyinternational.org/explainer/56/what-privacy

Qazi (2020), ‘Sri Lanka: Muslims face extra threat as coronavirus stirs 
hate’, Al Jazeera, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/11/sri-lanka-
muslims-face-extra-threat-as-coronavirus-stirs-hate

Quek (2020), ‘2020: SAF YEAR IN REVIEW’, MINDEF, at: https://www.mindef.
gov.sg/web/portal/pioneer/article/feature-article-detail/community/2020-
Q4/29dec20_news1

Ramos (2021), ‘Gov’t hit for not using alloted funds for pandemic 
response’, INQUIRER.net, at: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1451359/govt-
hit-for-not-using-alloted-funds-for-pandemic-response#ixzz70eOHDWVM

Ranada (2020), ‘‘Borderline spyware’: IT experts raise alarm over Duterte 
admin contact-tracing app’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/
newsbreak/in-depth/borderline-spyware-information-technology-experts-
alarm-stay-safe-app

Ranada (2020), ‘Duterte extends state of calamity due to coronavirus until 
September 2021’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-
extends-state-of-calamity-due-to-coronavirus-until-september-2021

Ranada (2021), ‘Duterte says soldiers’ families to be given priority for 
COVID-19 vaccine’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-
says-soldiers-families-priority-covid-19-vaccine

Ranada (2020), ‘Piqued Duterte taunts doctors to mount ‘revolution’ 
against him’, Rappler, at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/piqued-duterte-
taunts-doctors-to-mount-revolution-against-him

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/world/asia/coronavirus-indonesia-bali.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/world/asia/coronavirus-indonesia-bali.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/over-450000-workers-to-get-contact-tracing-devices
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/over-450000-workers-to-get-contact-tracing-devices
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/05/22/anwar-claims-malaysia-lags-behind-sea-peers-on-sinovac-procurement/1976280
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/05/22/anwar-claims-malaysia-lags-behind-sea-peers-on-sinovac-procurement/1976280
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/05/22/anwar-claims-malaysia-lags-behind-sea-peers-on-sinovac-procurement/1976280
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/-/media/files/nrf/nrfweb/contact-tracing/indonesia-contact-tracing.pdf?revision=15944f44-0199-48bd-9439-48be72a8e1c0&la=en-nl
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/-/media/files/nrf/nrfweb/contact-tracing/indonesia-contact-tracing.pdf?revision=15944f44-0199-48bd-9439-48be72a8e1c0&la=en-nl
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/-/media/files/nrf/nrfweb/contact-tracing/indonesia-contact-tracing.pdf?revision=15944f44-0199-48bd-9439-48be72a8e1c0&la=en-nl
https://en.tempo.co/read/1386040/police-suggest-criminal-charges-to-punish-psbb-social-restriction-violators
https://en.tempo.co/read/1386040/police-suggest-criminal-charges-to-punish-psbb-social-restriction-violators
https://setkab.go.id/en/govt-issues-regulation-on-covid-19-mitigation-national-economic-recovery/
https://setkab.go.id/en/govt-issues-regulation-on-covid-19-mitigation-national-economic-recovery/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/02feb/20200308-PROC-922-RRD-1.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/02feb/20200308-PROC-922-RRD-1.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/02feb/20200308-PROC-922-RRD-1.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-PROC-929-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-PROC-929-RRD.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E
https://www.refworld.org/docid/453883fd1f.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26995&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26995&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/COVID-19_and_Womens_Human_Rights.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/COVID-19_and_Womens_Human_Rights.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/WGEAPD/Session28/written-input/solidarity-for-indegenous-papuans.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/WGEAPD/Session28/written-input/solidarity-for-indegenous-papuans.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/iasc-interim-guidance-covid-19-focus-persons-deprived-their-liberty
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/iasc-interim-guidance-covid-19-focus-persons-deprived-their-liberty
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/Health.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/Health.aspx
https://www.dataguidance.com/news/indonesia-kominfo-launches-ai-technology-app-combat
https://www.dataguidance.com/news/indonesia-kominfo-launches-ai-technology-app-combat
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-has-revealed-digital-divide-literacy-singapore-12783252
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-has-revealed-digital-divide-literacy-singapore-12783252
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-has-revealed-digital-divide-literacy-singapore-12783252
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/hiring-safe-distancing-ambassadors-enforcement-officers-continue-after-circuit-breaker
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/hiring-safe-distancing-ambassadors-enforcement-officers-continue-after-circuit-breaker
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/hiring-safe-distancing-ambassadors-enforcement-officers-continue-after-circuit-breaker
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/583117/mysejahtera-app-disseminates-covid-19-information
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/583117/mysejahtera-app-disseminates-covid-19-information
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/583117/mysejahtera-app-disseminates-covid-19-information
https://www.ourbetterworld.org/series/humankind/story/bakery-turns-shelter-for-the-homeless
https://www.ourbetterworld.org/series/humankind/story/bakery-turns-shelter-for-the-homeless
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=LKA
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bangladesh-rohingya-ships/over-two-dozen-rohingya-died-on-rescued-boat-bangladesh-coast-guard-says-idUSKCN21Y0AQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bangladesh-rohingya-ships/over-two-dozen-rohingya-died-on-rescued-boat-bangladesh-coast-guard-says-idUSKCN21Y0AQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bangladesh-rohingya-ships/over-two-dozen-rohingya-died-on-rescued-boat-bangladesh-coast-guard-says-idUSKCN21Y0AQ
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fear-boredom-isolation-foreign-workers-dormitories-covid-19-12632262
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fear-boredom-isolation-foreign-workers-dormitories-covid-19-12632262
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fear-boredom-isolation-foreign-workers-dormitories-covid-19-12632262
https://pedulilindungi.id/
https://www.pdpc.gov.sg/help-and-resources/2020/03/advisory-on-collection-of-personal-data-for-covid-19-contact-tracing
https://www.pdpc.gov.sg/help-and-resources/2020/03/advisory-on-collection-of-personal-data-for-covid-19-contact-tracing
https://www.pgcare.my/home
http://psphp.org/2020/07/whats-next-for-covid-19-contact-tracing/
http://psphp.org/2020/07/whats-next-for-covid-19-contact-tracing/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-foreign-workers-reliance-challenges-12806970
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-foreign-workers-reliance-challenges-12806970
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-foreign-workers-reliance-challenges-12806970
https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/PM-Lee-Hsien-Loong-address-COVID-19-21-Apr
https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/PM-Lee-Hsien-Loong-address-COVID-19-21-Apr
https://privacyinternational.org/explainer/56/what-privacy
https://privacyinternational.org/explainer/56/what-privacy
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/11/sri-lanka-muslims-face-extra-threat-as-coronavirus-stirs-hate
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/5/11/sri-lanka-muslims-face-extra-threat-as-coronavirus-stirs-hate
https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/pioneer/article/feature-article-detail/community/2020-Q4/29dec20_news1
https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/pioneer/article/feature-article-detail/community/2020-Q4/29dec20_news1
https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/pioneer/article/feature-article-detail/community/2020-Q4/29dec20_news1
http://INQUIRER.net
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1451359/govt-hit-for-not-using-alloted-funds-for-pandemic-response#ixzz70eOHDWVM
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1451359/govt-hit-for-not-using-alloted-funds-for-pandemic-response#ixzz70eOHDWVM
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/borderline-spyware-information-technology-experts-alarm-stay-safe-app
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/borderline-spyware-information-technology-experts-alarm-stay-safe-app
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/borderline-spyware-information-technology-experts-alarm-stay-safe-app
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-extends-state-of-calamity-due-to-coronavirus-until-september-2021
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-extends-state-of-calamity-due-to-coronavirus-until-september-2021
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-says-soldiers-families-priority-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-says-soldiers-families-priority-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.rappler.com/nation/piqued-duterte-taunts-doctors-to-mount-revolution-against-him
https://www.rappler.com/nation/piqued-duterte-taunts-doctors-to-mount-revolution-against-him


55The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Rappler (2021), ‘TRACKER: The Philippines’ COVID-19 vaccine distribution’, 
at: https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/data-documents/tracker-covid-
19-vaccines-distribution-philippines

Ratcliffe (2020), ‘‘We’re in a prison’: Singapore’s migrant workers suffer as 
Covid-19 surges back’, The Guardian, at: https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/23/singapore-million-migrant-workers-suffer-as-covid-19-
surges-back

Rayda (2020), ‘Contact tracers in Indonesia face threats, assaults in fight 
against COVID-19’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/
indonesia-covid-19-contact-tracing-threats-assaults-13078460

Reliefweb (2021), ‘Situation Update: Response to COVID-19 in Indonesia 
(As of 5 April 2021)’, at: https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/situation-
update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021

Reuters (2021), ‘Indonesia’, at: https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/
situation-update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021
Reuters (2021), ‘Malaysia’, at: https://graphics.reuters.com/world-
coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/malaysia/

Reuters (2021), ‘Malaysia says China to contribute 500,000 doses of 
Sinovac vaccines’, at: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-
says-china-contribute-500000-doses-sinovac-vaccines-2021-06-16/

Reuters (2021), ‘Malaysia to start COVID-19 vaccination drive early as first 
doses arrive’, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-
malaysia-vaccine-idUSKBN2AL03C

Reuters (2021), ‘Philippines to buy 20 million doses of Moderna’s 
COVID-19 vaccine’, at: https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-
tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/philippines/

Reuters (2021), ‘Philippines’, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-
coronavirus-philippines-modern-idUKKBN29O0B3

Reuters (2021), ‘Singapore’s first Chinese COVID-19 vaccines arrive ahead 
of approval’, at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-
singapore-idUSKBN2AP075
Reuters (2021), ‘World has entered stage of “vaccine apartheid” - WHO 
head’, at: https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/
world-has-entered-stage-vaccine-apartheid-who-head-2021-05-17/

Reuters (2021), ‘Sri Lanka’, at: https://graphics.reuters.com/world-
coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/sri-lanka/

Riefky et al (2020), ‘Growing public distrust towards the Indonesian 
Government for lack of response to COVID-19 outbreak’, IOP Conference 
Series: Earth and Environmental Science, at: https://iopscience.iop.org/
article/10.1088/1755-1315/716/1/012072/pdf

Robles (2021), ‘Filipinos breaking Covid-19 rules risk beatings, humiliation 
– unless they’re rich or well-connected’, South China Morning Post, at: 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3121587/
filipinos-breaking-covid-19-rules-risk-beatings

Rodzi (2021), ‘Malaysia unveils additional $48b aid package as Covid-19 
lockdown is extended’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
asia/se-asia/malaysia-announces-additional-rm150-billion-aid-package-
for-extended-covid-19-lockdown

Roziqin et al (2021), ‘An analysis of Indonesian government policies 
against COVID-19’, Emerald Insight, at: https://www.emerald.com/insight/
content/doi/10.1108/PAP-08-2020-0039/full/html

SabahTrace (2020), ‘Why Use SabahTrace?’, at: https://sabahtrace.my/

SafeEntry (2021), ‘Are there data safeguards in place when 
using SafeEntry?’, at: https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/
articles/900000702546-Are-there-data-safeguards-in-place-when-using-
SafeEntry-

SafeEntry (2021), ‘SafeEntry Privacy Statement’, at: https://www.safeentry.
gov.sg/privacy_statement

SafeEntry (2021), ‘What is TraceTogether-only SafeEntry (TT-only SE)?’, at: 
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900003170126-What-
is-TraceTogether-only-SafeEntry-TT-only-SE-

Samir (2020), ‘The disparity of gig economy and rural-urban poverty’, The 
Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/09/15/
the-disparity-of-gig-economy-and-rural-urban-poverty.html

Sandi (2020), ‘New Normal, Masuk Mal Pakai Barcode’, CNBC, at: https://
www.cnbcindonesia.com/tech/20200616115652-37-165696/new-normal-
masuk-mal-pakai-barcode

Santos (2020), ‘Poverty punished as Philippines gets tough in virus 
pandemic’, Al Jazeera, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/13/
poverty-punished-as-philippines-gets-tough-in-virus-pandemic

Sanubari (2020), ‘Pak Gatra and Satpol PP: Patrolling the Pandemic’, DKI 
Jakarta Health Office, at: https://corona.jakarta.go.id/en/artikel/pak-gatra-
dan-satpol-pp-pengalaman-berpatroli-selama-pandemi

Satkunanathan (2020), ‘Prisoners in a pandemic’, Himal Southasian, at: 
https://www.himalmag.com/prisoners-in-a-pandemic-2020/

Satrio (2020), ‘Indonesia’s Fight against COVID-19: A Battle Over the 
Meaning of Emergency?’, Verfassungsblog, at: https://verfassungsblog.
de/indonesias-fight-against-covid-19-a-battle-over-the-meaning-of-
emergency/

See (2021), ‘‘Medical Populism’ Has Defined the Philippines’ Response to 
COVID-19. That’s Why the Country Is Still Suffering’, Time, at: https://time.
com/6073420/covid-philippines-medical-populism/

See (2021), ‘Rodrigo Duterte Is Using One of the World’s Longest 
COVID-19 Lockdowns to Strengthen His Grip on the Philippines’, Time, at: 
https://time.com/5945616/covid-philippines-pandemic-lockdown/

Shabaz & Funk (2020), ‘False Panacea: Abusive Surveillance in the Name 
of Public Health’, Freedom House, at: https://freedomhouse.org/report/
report-sub-page/2020/false-panacea-abusive-surveillance-name-public-
health

Shah (2020), ‘COVID-19 OUR OFFICERS ON THE FRONTLINES’, Singapore 
Police Force, at: https://www.police.gov.sg/media-room/features/covid-19-
our-officers-on-the-frontlines

Sia & Adamu (2020), ‘Facing the unknown: pandemic and higher education 
in Malaysia’, Emerald Insight, at: https://www.emerald.com/insight/
content/doi/10.1108/AEDS-05-2020-0114/full/pdf?title=facing-the-
unknown-pandemic-and-higher-education-in-malaysia

Singapore Government (2020), ‘Ending circuit breaker: phased approach 
to resuming activities safely’, at: https://www.gov.sg/article/ending-circuit-
breaker-phased-approach-to-resuming-activities-safely

Singapore Legal Advice (2020), ‘Singapore Fake News Laws: Guide to 
POFMA (Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act)’, at: 
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/singapore-fake-news-
protection-online-falsehoods-manipulation/

Singapore Statutes Online (2021), ‘COVID-19 (Temporary Measures) Act 
2020’, at: https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/COVID19TMA2020

Singapore Statutes Online (2021), ‘Miscellaneous Offences (Public Order 
and Nuisance) Act’, at: https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/MOPONA1906

SLMA (2021), ‘Mitigation of COVID 19 infection in Sri Lanka’, Twitter, at: 
https://twitter.com/SLMAonline/status/1400110903744286722

Statista (2021), ‘Number of nurses in the Philippines as of April 2020, 
by region’, at: https://www.statista.com/statistics/1122083/philippines-
number-of-nurses/

Soeriaatmadja (2021), ‘China pledges to make Indonesia a regional 
Covid-19 vaccine production hub’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-pledges-to-make-indonesia-a-
regional-vaccine-production-hub-says-closer-ties-will

Soo (2020), ‘Told not to hire migrant workers, market traders in KL 
struggle to handle business on their own’, Malay Mail, at: https://www.
malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/18/told-not-to-hire-migrant-
workers-market-traders-in-kl-struggle-to-handle-bu/1867099

https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/data-documents/tracker-covid-19-vaccines-distribution-philippines
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/data-documents/tracker-covid-19-vaccines-distribution-philippines
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/23/singapore-million-migrant-workers-suffer-as-covid-19-surges-back
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/23/singapore-million-migrant-workers-suffer-as-covid-19-surges-back
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/23/singapore-million-migrant-workers-suffer-as-covid-19-surges-back
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-covid-19-contact-tracing-threats-assaults-13078460
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-covid-19-contact-tracing-threats-assaults-13078460
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/situation-update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/situation-update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/situation-update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/situation-update-response-covid-19-indonesia-5-april-2021
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/malaysia/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/malaysia/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-says-china-contribute-500000-doses-sinovac-vaccines-2021-06-16/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-says-china-contribute-500000-doses-sinovac-vaccines-2021-06-16/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-malaysia-vaccine-idUSKBN2AL03C
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-malaysia-vaccine-idUSKBN2AL03C
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/philippines/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/philippines/
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-philippines-modern-idUKKBN29O0B3
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-philippines-modern-idUKKBN29O0B3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-idUSKBN2AP075
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-idUSKBN2AP075
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/world-has-entered-stage-vaccine-apartheid-who-head-2021-05-17/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/world-has-entered-stage-vaccine-apartheid-who-head-2021-05-17/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/sri-lanka/
https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/countries-and-territories/sri-lanka/
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/716/1/012072/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/716/1/012072/pdf
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3121587/filipinos-breaking-covid-19-rules-risk-beatings
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3121587/filipinos-breaking-covid-19-rules-risk-beatings
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-announces-additional-rm150-billion-aid-package-for-extended-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-announces-additional-rm150-billion-aid-package-for-extended-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-announces-additional-rm150-billion-aid-package-for-extended-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/PAP-08-2020-0039/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/PAP-08-2020-0039/full/html
https://sabahtrace.my/
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900000702546-Are-there-data-safeguards-in-place-when-using-SafeEntry-
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900000702546-Are-there-data-safeguards-in-place-when-using-SafeEntry-
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900000702546-Are-there-data-safeguards-in-place-when-using-SafeEntry-
https://www.safeentry.gov.sg/privacy_statement
https://www.safeentry.gov.sg/privacy_statement
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900003170126-What-is-TraceTogether-only-SafeEntry-TT-only-SE-
https://support.safeentry.gov.sg/hc/en-us/articles/900003170126-What-is-TraceTogether-only-SafeEntry-TT-only-SE-
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/09/15/the-disparity-of-gig-economy-and-rural-urban-poverty.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/09/15/the-disparity-of-gig-economy-and-rural-urban-poverty.html
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/tech/20200616115652-37-165696/new-normal-masuk-mal-pakai-barcode
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/tech/20200616115652-37-165696/new-normal-masuk-mal-pakai-barcode
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/tech/20200616115652-37-165696/new-normal-masuk-mal-pakai-barcode
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/13/poverty-punished-as-philippines-gets-tough-in-virus-pandemic
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/13/poverty-punished-as-philippines-gets-tough-in-virus-pandemic
https://corona.jakarta.go.id/en/artikel/pak-gatra-dan-satpol-pp-pengalaman-berpatroli-selama-pandemi
https://corona.jakarta.go.id/en/artikel/pak-gatra-dan-satpol-pp-pengalaman-berpatroli-selama-pandemi
https://www.himalmag.com/prisoners-in-a-pandemic-2020/
https://verfassungsblog.de/indonesias-fight-against-covid-19-a-battle-over-the-meaning-of-emergency/
https://verfassungsblog.de/indonesias-fight-against-covid-19-a-battle-over-the-meaning-of-emergency/
https://verfassungsblog.de/indonesias-fight-against-covid-19-a-battle-over-the-meaning-of-emergency/
https://time.com/6073420/covid-philippines-medical-populism/
https://time.com/6073420/covid-philippines-medical-populism/
https://time.com/5945616/covid-philippines-pandemic-lockdown/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/report-sub-page/2020/false-panacea-abusive-surveillance-name-public-health
https://freedomhouse.org/report/report-sub-page/2020/false-panacea-abusive-surveillance-name-public-health
https://freedomhouse.org/report/report-sub-page/2020/false-panacea-abusive-surveillance-name-public-health
https://www.police.gov.sg/media-room/features/covid-19-our-officers-on-the-frontlines
https://www.police.gov.sg/media-room/features/covid-19-our-officers-on-the-frontlines
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/AEDS-05-2020-0114/full/pdf?title=facing-the-unknown-pandemic-and-higher-education-in-malaysia
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/AEDS-05-2020-0114/full/pdf?title=facing-the-unknown-pandemic-and-higher-education-in-malaysia
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/AEDS-05-2020-0114/full/pdf?title=facing-the-unknown-pandemic-and-higher-education-in-malaysia
https://www.gov.sg/article/ending-circuit-breaker-phased-approach-to-resuming-activities-safely
https://www.gov.sg/article/ending-circuit-breaker-phased-approach-to-resuming-activities-safely
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/singapore-fake-news-protection-online-falsehoods-manipulation/
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/singapore-fake-news-protection-online-falsehoods-manipulation/
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/COVID19TMA2020
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/MOPONA1906
https://twitter.com/SLMAonline/status/1400110903744286722
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1122083/philippines-number-of-nurses/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1122083/philippines-number-of-nurses/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-pledges-to-make-indonesia-a-regional-vaccine-production-hub-says-closer-ties-will
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-pledges-to-make-indonesia-a-regional-vaccine-production-hub-says-closer-ties-will
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-pledges-to-make-indonesia-a-regional-vaccine-production-hub-says-closer-ties-will
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/18/told-not-to-hire-migrant-workers-market-traders-in-kl-struggle-to-handle-bu/1867099
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/18/told-not-to-hire-migrant-workers-market-traders-in-kl-struggle-to-handle-bu/1867099
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/05/18/told-not-to-hire-migrant-workers-market-traders-in-kl-struggle-to-handle-bu/1867099


56The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

South China Morning Post (2021), ‘Coronavirus: Indonesia faces virus ‘time 
bomb’ after Eid; Thai prison cluster widens’, at: https://www.scmp.com/
news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3133755/coronavirus-thai-prison-cluster-
widens-new-zealand-opens

SSEK Indonesian Legal Consultants (2020), ‘Indonesia and COVID-19: 
Government Issues Regulation on Limiting Social Interactions’, at: https://
www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=8b0616f4-9d3c-4d73-91bb-
9f24ad21c61e

StaySafe (2020), ‘Why StaySafe’, at: https://www.staysafe.ph/

Strangio (2021), ‘Indonesia Targets 1 Million Daily COVID-19 Vaccinations’, 
The Diplomat, at: https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/indonesia-targets-1-
million-daily-covid-19-vaccinations/

Sugianto (2020), ‘Homecoming is only banned now, Luhut: It’s a military 
strategy’, detikFinance, at: https://finance.detik.com/berita-ekonomi-
bisnis/d-4985170/mudik-baru-dilarang-sekarang-luhut-itu-strategi-militer

Sukumaran (2020), ‘As Malaysia’s coronavirus lockdown lifts, migrant 
workers return to dangers of life in ‘3D’’, South China Morning Post, at: 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3092084/
malaysias-coronavirus-lockdown-lifts-migrant-workers

Sukumaran (2020), ‘A year after its first coronavirus case, Malaysia’s 
contact-tracing efforts are falling dangerously short’, South China 
Morning Post, at: https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/
article/3119162/year-after-its-first-coronavirus-case-malaysias

Sukumaran & Jaipragas (2020), ‘Coronavirus: hundreds arrested as 
Malaysia cracks down on migrants in Covid-19 red zones’, South 
China Morning Post, at: https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/
article/3082529/coronavirus-hundreds-arrested-malaysia-cracks-down-
migrants

Sukumaran (2020), ‘Do Malaysia’s politicians think they’re exempt from 
Covid-19 rules?’, South China Morning Post, at:  https://www.scmp.com/
week-asia/politics/article/3098399/do-malaysias-politicians-think-theyre-
exempt-covid-19-rules

Sun (2020), ‘Applying Siracusa: A Call for a General Comment on Public 
Health Emergencies’, Health and Human Rights Journal, at: https://www.
hhrjournal.org/2020/04/applying-siracusa-a-call-for-a-general-comment-
on-public-health-emergencies/

Sun & Zilli (2020), ‘COVID-19 Symposium: The Use of Criminal Sanctions 
in COVID-19 Responses – Enforcement of Public Health Measures, Part 
I’, OpinioJuris, at: http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-
the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-exposure-and-
transmission-part-i/

Sun & Zilli (2020), ‘COVID-19 Symposium: The Use of Criminal Sanctions 
in COVID-19 Responses – Enforcement of Public Health Measures, Part 
II’, OpinioJuris, at: http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-
the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-enforcement-of-
public-health-measures-part-ii/

Supriatma (2020), ‘The Indonesian police’s dual function under Jokowi’, 
East Asia Forum, at: https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/06/the-
indonesian-polices-dual-function-under-jokowi/

Syakriah (2020), ‘Contact tracing the missing link in Indonesia’s battle 
with COVID-19’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/
news/2020/08/25/contact-tracing-the-missing-link-in-indonesias-battle-
with-covid-19.html

Syakriah (2021), ‘Coronavirus pandemic leads to rise in domestic violence 
cases in Indonesia’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/
paper/2021/01/12/coronavirus-pandemic-leads-to-rise-in-domestic-
violence-cases-in-indonesia.html

Syakriah (2020), ‘Hand washing to counter COVID-19 still a luxury for 
Indonesia’s urban poor’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.
com/news/2020/03/24/hand-washing-to-counter-covid-19-still-a-luxury-
for-indonesias-urban-poor.html

Syakriah (2020), ‘Indonesian Military deployed for coronavirus fight’, 
The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/20/
indonesian-military-deployed-for-coronavirus-fight.html

Talabong (2021), ‘Magalong: Contact tracing is worsening in PH’, Rappler, 
at: https://www.rappler.com/nation/magalong-says-covid-19-contract-
tracing-worsening

Tambun (2021), ‘Indonesia Begins Campaign of 1 Million Covid-19 Vaccine 
Doses’, Jakarta Globe, at: https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-begins-
campaign-of-1-million-covid19-vaccine-doses

Tennakoon (2020), ‘Implications of COVID-19 on Ethno-Religious Tensions 
in Sri Lanka’, Georgetown University, at: https://berkleycenter.georgetown.
edu/posts/implications-of-covid-19-on-ethno-religious-tensions-in-sri-
lanka

Tamil Guardian (2021), ‘Militarisation ramped up in Jaffna despite lifting of 
COVID-19 travel restrictions’, at: https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/
militarisation-ramped-jaffna-despite-lifting-covid-19-travel-restrictions

Tamil Guardian (2020), ‘Sri Lanka’s discrete efforts to turn Tamil 
schools into quarantine centres despite public unrest’, at: https://www.
tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankas-discrete-efforts-turn-tamil-schools-
quarantine-centres-despite-public-unrest

Tamil Guardian (2021), ‘Sri Lankan police arrest 50 people in Jaffna for 
breaking coronavirus rules’, at: https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/
sri-lankan-police-arrest-50-people-jaffna-breaking-coronavirus-rules

Tamil Guardian (2021), ‘Sri Lankan police arrest 30 Tamils in Vavuniya 
for ‘not wearing masks’’, at: https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-
lankan-police-arrest-30-tamils-vavuniya-not-wearing-masks

Tan (2021), ‘Steps To Getting the COVID-19 Vaccine In M’sia, From 
Registering To Reporting Side Effects’, Vulcan Post, at: https://vulcanpost.
com/736573/malaysia-covid-19-vaccination-process-what-happens/

Tang & Mahmud (2020), ‘Singapore launches TraceTogether mobile 
app to boost COVID-19 contact tracing efforts’, CNA, at: https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-trace-together-mobile-
app-contact-tracing-coronavirus-12560616

Tayeb (2021), ‘Political infighting hampers Malaysia’s fight against 
COVID-19’, East Asia Forum, at: https://www.eastasiaforum.
org/2021/06/24/political-infighting-hampers-malaysias-fight-against-
covid-19/

Tee (2021), ‘MCO offenders may face up to RM10,000 fine under new 
Emergency Ordinance to take effect in March’, Yahoo, at: https://malaysia.
news.yahoo.com/mco-offenders-may-face-rm10-113133880.html

Teoh (2021), ‘Malaysian government criticised for ‘draconian’ use of 
emergency powers to outlaw fake news’,  The Straits Times, at: https://
www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysian-government-criticised-for-
draconian-use-of-emergency-powers-to-outlaw-fake

Tham (2021), ‘Police can use TraceTogether data for criminal 
investigations’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
singapore/politics/police-can-use-tracetogether-data-for-criminal-
investigations-0

The Center for Systems Science and Engineering (2021), ‘COVID-19’, at: 
https://github.com/CSSEGISandData/COVID-19

The Conversation (2021), ‘In Indonesia, the COVID-19 pandemic hurts 
poor women the most’, at: https://theconversation.com/in-indonesia-the-
covid-19-pandemic-hurts-poor-women-the-most-145694

The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka (2020), 
‘Presidential Directive’, at: http://documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2020/3/2168-
08_E.pdf

The Jakarta Times (2020), ‘Indonesia rolls out public shaming for virus 
violators’, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/29/
indonesia-rolls-out-public-shaming-for-virus-violators.html

The Jakarta Post (2020), ‘COVID-19: Nearly 78,000 police to guard 
transition to Indonesia’s ‘new normal’’, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/
news/2020/06/30/covid-19-nearly-78000-police-to-guard-transition-to-
indonesias-new-normal.html

https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3133755/coronavirus-thai-prison-cluster-widens-new-zealand-opens
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3133755/coronavirus-thai-prison-cluster-widens-new-zealand-opens
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3133755/coronavirus-thai-prison-cluster-widens-new-zealand-opens
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=8b0616f4-9d3c-4d73-91bb-9f24ad21c61e
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=8b0616f4-9d3c-4d73-91bb-9f24ad21c61e
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=8b0616f4-9d3c-4d73-91bb-9f24ad21c61e
https://www.staysafe.ph/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/indonesia-targets-1-million-daily-covid-19-vaccinations/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/indonesia-targets-1-million-daily-covid-19-vaccinations/
https://finance.detik.com/berita-ekonomi-bisnis/d-4985170/mudik-baru-dilarang-sekarang-luhut-itu-strategi-militer
https://finance.detik.com/berita-ekonomi-bisnis/d-4985170/mudik-baru-dilarang-sekarang-luhut-itu-strategi-militer
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3092084/malaysias-coronavirus-lockdown-lifts-migrant-workers
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3092084/malaysias-coronavirus-lockdown-lifts-migrant-workers
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3119162/year-after-its-first-coronavirus-case-malaysias
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3119162/year-after-its-first-coronavirus-case-malaysias
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3082529/coronavirus-hundreds-arrested-malaysia-cracks-down-migrants
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3082529/coronavirus-hundreds-arrested-malaysia-cracks-down-migrants
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3082529/coronavirus-hundreds-arrested-malaysia-cracks-down-migrants
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098399/do-malaysias-politicians-think-theyre-exempt-covid-19-rules
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098399/do-malaysias-politicians-think-theyre-exempt-covid-19-rules
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098399/do-malaysias-politicians-think-theyre-exempt-covid-19-rules
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/04/applying-siracusa-a-call-for-a-general-comment-on-public-health-emergencies/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/04/applying-siracusa-a-call-for-a-general-comment-on-public-health-emergencies/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/04/applying-siracusa-a-call-for-a-general-comment-on-public-health-emergencies/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-exposure-and-transmission-part-i/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-exposure-and-transmission-part-i/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-exposure-and-transmission-part-i/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-enforcement-of-public-health-measures-part-ii/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-enforcement-of-public-health-measures-part-ii/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/03/covid-19-symposium-the-use-of-criminal-sanctions-in-covid-19-responses-enforcement-of-public-health-measures-part-ii/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/06/the-indonesian-polices-dual-function-under-jokowi/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/06/the-indonesian-polices-dual-function-under-jokowi/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/25/contact-tracing-the-missing-link-in-indonesias-battle-with-covid-19.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/25/contact-tracing-the-missing-link-in-indonesias-battle-with-covid-19.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/25/contact-tracing-the-missing-link-in-indonesias-battle-with-covid-19.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/12/coronavirus-pandemic-leads-to-rise-in-domestic-violence-cases-in-indonesia.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/12/coronavirus-pandemic-leads-to-rise-in-domestic-violence-cases-in-indonesia.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/12/coronavirus-pandemic-leads-to-rise-in-domestic-violence-cases-in-indonesia.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/24/hand-washing-to-counter-covid-19-still-a-luxury-for-indonesias-urban-poor.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/24/hand-washing-to-counter-covid-19-still-a-luxury-for-indonesias-urban-poor.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/24/hand-washing-to-counter-covid-19-still-a-luxury-for-indonesias-urban-poor.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/20/indonesian-military-deployed-for-coronavirus-fight.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/20/indonesian-military-deployed-for-coronavirus-fight.html
https://www.rappler.com/nation/magalong-says-covid-19-contract-tracing-worsening
https://www.rappler.com/nation/magalong-says-covid-19-contract-tracing-worsening
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-begins-campaign-of-1-million-covid19-vaccine-doses
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-begins-campaign-of-1-million-covid19-vaccine-doses
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/posts/implications-of-covid-19-on-ethno-religious-tensions-in-sri-lanka
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/posts/implications-of-covid-19-on-ethno-religious-tensions-in-sri-lanka
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/posts/implications-of-covid-19-on-ethno-religious-tensions-in-sri-lanka
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/militarisation-ramped-jaffna-despite-lifting-covid-19-travel-restrictions
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/militarisation-ramped-jaffna-despite-lifting-covid-19-travel-restrictions
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankas-discrete-efforts-turn-tamil-schools-quarantine-centres-despite-public-unrest
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankas-discrete-efforts-turn-tamil-schools-quarantine-centres-despite-public-unrest
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankas-discrete-efforts-turn-tamil-schools-quarantine-centres-despite-public-unrest
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankan-police-arrest-50-people-jaffna-breaking-coronavirus-rules
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankan-police-arrest-50-people-jaffna-breaking-coronavirus-rules
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankan-police-arrest-30-tamils-vavuniya-not-wearing-masks
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/sri-lankan-police-arrest-30-tamils-vavuniya-not-wearing-masks
https://vulcanpost.com/736573/malaysia-covid-19-vaccination-process-what-happens/
https://vulcanpost.com/736573/malaysia-covid-19-vaccination-process-what-happens/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-trace-together-mobile-app-contact-tracing-coronavirus-12560616
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-trace-together-mobile-app-contact-tracing-coronavirus-12560616
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid19-trace-together-mobile-app-contact-tracing-coronavirus-12560616
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/06/24/political-infighting-hampers-malaysias-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/06/24/political-infighting-hampers-malaysias-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/06/24/political-infighting-hampers-malaysias-fight-against-covid-19/
https://malaysia.news.yahoo.com/mco-offenders-may-face-rm10-113133880.html
https://malaysia.news.yahoo.com/mco-offenders-may-face-rm10-113133880.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysian-government-criticised-for-draconian-use-of-emergency-powers-to-outlaw-fake
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysian-government-criticised-for-draconian-use-of-emergency-powers-to-outlaw-fake
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysian-government-criticised-for-draconian-use-of-emergency-powers-to-outlaw-fake
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/police-can-use-tracetogether-data-for-criminal-investigations-0
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/police-can-use-tracetogether-data-for-criminal-investigations-0
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/police-can-use-tracetogether-data-for-criminal-investigations-0
https://github.com/CSSEGISandData/COVID-19
https://theconversation.com/in-indonesia-the-covid-19-pandemic-hurts-poor-women-the-most-145694
https://theconversation.com/in-indonesia-the-covid-19-pandemic-hurts-poor-women-the-most-145694
http://documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2020/3/2168-08_E.pdf
http://documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2020/3/2168-08_E.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/29/indonesia-rolls-out-public-shaming-for-virus-violators.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/29/indonesia-rolls-out-public-shaming-for-virus-violators.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/06/30/covid-19-nearly-78000-police-to-guard-transition-to-indonesias-new-normal.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/06/30/covid-19-nearly-78000-police-to-guard-transition-to-indonesias-new-normal.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/06/30/covid-19-nearly-78000-police-to-guard-transition-to-indonesias-new-normal.html


57The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

The Jakarta Post (2020), ‘Malaysia says Rohingya boat tried to enter its 
waters’, at: https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/06/12/malaysia-
says-rohingya-boat-tried-to-enter-its-waters.html
 
Oktavianti (2021), ‘Military, police to be deployed for contact tracing, 
protocol enforcement’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.thejakartapost.
com/news/2021/02/22/military-police-to-be-deployed-for-contact-tracing-
protocol-enforcement.html

Oktavianti (2020), ‘National Police detail tightened measures to combat 
COVID-19, support government policy’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/national-police-detail-tightened-
measures-to-combat-covid-19-support-government-policy.html

The New Indian Express (2020), ‘Sri Lanka makes masks mandatory 
under new quarantine laws; to impose fine if rule violated’, at: https://
www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/oct/16/sri-lanka-makes-
masks-mandatory-under-new-quarantine-laws-to-impose-fine-if-rule-
violated-2211071.html

The Star (2021), ‘Philippine govt to deploy 5,754 more contact tracers 
in Metro Manila to contain Covid-19 pandemic’, at: https://www.
cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-
PH---.html

The Star (2021), ‘Philippines receives more Sinovac vaccines from China’, 
at: https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/06/28/
philippines-receives-more-sinovac-vaccines-from-china

The Straits Times (2020), ‘Coronavirus: Army patrols Malaysian streets as 
cases spike’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-
malaysian-soldiers-on-streets-to-assist-cops-in-enforcing-movement-
curbs

The Straits Times (2021), ‘Indonesia’s Jokowi slams richer nations for 
Covid-19 vaccine nationalism’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/
indonesias-jokowi-slams-richer-nations-for-vaccine-nationalism

The Straits Times (2020), ‘Malaysia detains hundreds of refugees and 
migrants during coronavirus lockdown’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
asia/se-asia/malaysia-detains-hundreds-of-refugees-and-migrants-during-
virus-lockdown

The Straits Times (2020), ‘Malaysia’s health chief warns against 
discrimination of migrant workers amid coronavirus outbreak at detention 
centres’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-breaks-
out-at-detention-centres-in-malaysia-health-ministry-warns-against

The Straits Times (2020), ‘Malaysia orders full probe on Top Glove’s 
work and housing condition after Covid-19 outbreak’, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-orders-full-probe-on-top-gloves-
work-and-housing-condition-after-covid-19

The Straits Times (2021), ‘Malaysia’s vaccination plan may be delayed as 
‘pharmaceutical firms prioritise rich nations’, says minister’, at: https://
www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-vaccination-plan-may-be-
delayed-as-pharmaceutical-firms-prioritise-rich

The Straits Times (2021), ‘Philippines signs biggest Covid-19 vaccine order 
with Pfizer’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-
signs-biggest-covid-19-vaccine-order-with-pfizer

The Straits Times (2021), ‘PM Muhyiddin receives first Covid-19 vaccine as 
Malaysia kicks off mass inoculation campaign’, at: https://www.straitstimes.
com/asia/se-asia/pm-muhyiddin-receives-first-covid-19-vaccine-as-
malaysia-kicks-off-mass-inoculation

The Straits Times (2020), ‘Use of MySejahtera contact tracing app to be 
mandatory in all premises, says Malaysian senior minister’, at: https://
www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/use-of-mysejahtera-contact-tracing-
app-to-be-mandatory-in-all-premises-says-malaysian

The Straits Times (2020), ‘With lack of Internet, Indonesia’s teachers brave 
coronavirus with door-to-door teaching’, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
asia/se-asia/coronavirus-pandemic-no-match-for-indonesias-door-to-
door-teachers

The Week (2021), ‘Sri Lanka approves AstraZeneca vaccine’, at: https://
www.theweek.in/news/world/2021/01/22/sri-lanka-approves-astrazeneca-
vaccine.html

The World Bank (2021), ‘Test, Trace, Treat – Putting Sri Lanka’s Pandemic 
Management Mantra into Practice’, at: https://www.worldbank.org/en/
news/feature/2021/01/13/test-trace-treat-putting-sri-lanka-pandemic-
management-mantra-into-practice

Tobing (2021), ‘Satpol PP Closely Intensifies PSBB Patrol to Curb 
COVID-19’, Berita Jakarta, at: https://m.beritajakarta.id/en/read/36671/
Satpol-PP-Closely-Intensifies-PSBB-Patrol-to-Curb-COVID-19

Todrys et al (2013), ‘Failing Siracusa: governments’ obligations to find the 
least restrictive options for tuberculosis control’, US National Library of 
Medicine, at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4463097/

TraceTogether (2020), ‘How do TraceTogether and SafeEntry work 
together? Is SafeEntry still required since there is TraceTogether?’, at: 
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360052744534-
How-do-TraceTogether-and-SafeEntry-work-together-Is-SafeEntry-still-
required-since-there-is-TraceTogether-

TraceTogether (2021), ‘TraceTogether Privacy Safeguards’, at: https://www.
tracetogether.gov.sg/common/privacystatement

TraceTogether (2020), ‘What data is collected? Are you able to see my 
personal data?’, at: https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/
articles/360043735693-What-data-is-collected-Are-you-able-to-see-my-
personal-data-

Unicef (2021), ‘Indonesia receives first shipment of 1.1 million COVID-19 
vaccines doses through COVAX’, at: https://www.unicef.org/indonesia/
press-releases/indonesia-receives-first-shipment-11-million-covid-19-
vaccines-doses-through-covax

United Nations (2020), ‘COVID-19 worsening gender-based violence, 
trafficking risk, for women and girls’, at: https://news.un.org/en/
story/2020/11/1078812

United Nations (2020), ‘Everyone Included: Social Impact of COVID-19’, at: 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/everyone-included-covid-19.
html

United Nations Development Programme (2021), ‘Vulnerable and key 
populations’, at: https://www.undp-capacitydevelopment-health.org/en/
legal-and-policy/key-populations/

UNFPA (2021), ‘Young People’, at: https://philippines.unfpa.org/en/
node/15309

UNHCR (2020), ‘Beware long-term damage to human rights and refugee 
rights from the coronavirus pandemic: UNHCR’, at: https://www.unhcr.org/
news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-
refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html

UNHCR (2021), ‘Figures at a Glance in Malaysia’, at: https://www.unhcr.org/
figures-at-a-glance-in-malaysia.html

UNHCR (2020), ‘Key Legal Considerations on access to territory for 
persons in need of international protection in the context of the 
COVID-19 response’, at: https://www.unhcr.org/cz/wp-content/uploads/
sites/20/2020/04/UNHCR-Legal-Considerations-on-Access-to-Territory-in-
the-Covid-19-Pandemic-March-2020.pdf

University of Indonesia (2020), ‘Inequitable Impact of Covid-19 in 
Indonesia: Evidence and Policy Response’, at: https://ldfebui.org/
penelitian/ringkasan-penelitian/inequitable-impact-of-covid-19-in-
indonesia-evidence-and-policy-response/

University of Minnesota (1985), ‘United Nations, Economic and Social 
Council, Siracusa Principles on the Limitation and Derogation Provisions 
in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, U.N. Doc. 
E/CN.4/1985/4, Annex (1985)’, at: http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/
siracusaprinciples.html

United States Department of State (2021), ‘2020 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices: Sri Lanka’, at: https://www.state.gov/
reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/sri-lanka/

https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/06/12/malaysia-says-rohingya-boat-tried-to-enter-its-waters.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/06/12/malaysia-says-rohingya-boat-tried-to-enter-its-waters.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2021/02/22/military-police-to-be-deployed-for-contact-tracing-protocol-enforcement.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2021/02/22/military-police-to-be-deployed-for-contact-tracing-protocol-enforcement.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2021/02/22/military-police-to-be-deployed-for-contact-tracing-protocol-enforcement.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/national-police-detail-tightened-measures-to-combat-covid-19-support-government-policy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/national-police-detail-tightened-measures-to-combat-covid-19-support-government-policy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/08/national-police-detail-tightened-measures-to-combat-covid-19-support-government-policy.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/oct/16/sri-lanka-makes-masks-mandatory-under-new-quarantine-laws-to-impose-fine-if-rule-violated-2211071.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/oct/16/sri-lanka-makes-masks-mandatory-under-new-quarantine-laws-to-impose-fine-if-rule-violated-2211071.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/oct/16/sri-lanka-makes-masks-mandatory-under-new-quarantine-laws-to-impose-fine-if-rule-violated-2211071.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/oct/16/sri-lanka-makes-masks-mandatory-under-new-quarantine-laws-to-impose-fine-if-rule-violated-2211071.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-PH---.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-PH---.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/20/weak-coronavirus-contact-tracing-PH---.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/06/28/philippines-receives-more-sinovac-vaccines-from-china
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/06/28/philippines-receives-more-sinovac-vaccines-from-china
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysian-soldiers-on-streets-to-assist-cops-in-enforcing-movement-curbs
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysian-soldiers-on-streets-to-assist-cops-in-enforcing-movement-curbs
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-malaysian-soldiers-on-streets-to-assist-cops-in-enforcing-movement-curbs
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/indonesias-jokowi-slams-richer-nations-for-vaccine-nationalism
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/indonesias-jokowi-slams-richer-nations-for-vaccine-nationalism
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-detains-hundreds-of-refugees-and-migrants-during-virus-lockdown
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-detains-hundreds-of-refugees-and-migrants-during-virus-lockdown
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-detains-hundreds-of-refugees-and-migrants-during-virus-lockdown
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-breaks-out-at-detention-centres-in-malaysia-health-ministry-warns-against
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-breaks-out-at-detention-centres-in-malaysia-health-ministry-warns-against
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-orders-full-probe-on-top-gloves-work-and-housing-condition-after-covid-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-orders-full-probe-on-top-gloves-work-and-housing-condition-after-covid-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-orders-full-probe-on-top-gloves-work-and-housing-condition-after-covid-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-vaccination-plan-may-be-delayed-as-pharmaceutical-firms-prioritise-rich
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-vaccination-plan-may-be-delayed-as-pharmaceutical-firms-prioritise-rich
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-vaccination-plan-may-be-delayed-as-pharmaceutical-firms-prioritise-rich
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-signs-biggest-covid-19-vaccine-order-with-pfizer
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-signs-biggest-covid-19-vaccine-order-with-pfizer
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/pm-muhyiddin-receives-first-covid-19-vaccine-as-malaysia-kicks-off-mass-inoculation
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/pm-muhyiddin-receives-first-covid-19-vaccine-as-malaysia-kicks-off-mass-inoculation
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/pm-muhyiddin-receives-first-covid-19-vaccine-as-malaysia-kicks-off-mass-inoculation
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/use-of-mysejahtera-contact-tracing-app-to-be-mandatory-in-all-premises-says-malaysian
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/use-of-mysejahtera-contact-tracing-app-to-be-mandatory-in-all-premises-says-malaysian
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/use-of-mysejahtera-contact-tracing-app-to-be-mandatory-in-all-premises-says-malaysian
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-pandemic-no-match-for-indonesias-door-to-door-teachers
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-pandemic-no-match-for-indonesias-door-to-door-teachers
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-pandemic-no-match-for-indonesias-door-to-door-teachers
https://www.theweek.in/news/world/2021/01/22/sri-lanka-approves-astrazeneca-vaccine.html
https://www.theweek.in/news/world/2021/01/22/sri-lanka-approves-astrazeneca-vaccine.html
https://www.theweek.in/news/world/2021/01/22/sri-lanka-approves-astrazeneca-vaccine.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/01/13/test-trace-treat-putting-sri-lanka-pandemic-management-mantra-into-practice
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/01/13/test-trace-treat-putting-sri-lanka-pandemic-management-mantra-into-practice
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/01/13/test-trace-treat-putting-sri-lanka-pandemic-management-mantra-into-practice
https://m.beritajakarta.id/en/read/36671/Satpol-PP-Closely-Intensifies-PSBB-Patrol-to-Curb-COVID-19
https://m.beritajakarta.id/en/read/36671/Satpol-PP-Closely-Intensifies-PSBB-Patrol-to-Curb-COVID-19
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4463097/
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360052744534-How-do-TraceTogether-and-SafeEntry-work-together-Is-SafeEntry-still-required-since-there-is-TraceTogether-
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360052744534-How-do-TraceTogether-and-SafeEntry-work-together-Is-SafeEntry-still-required-since-there-is-TraceTogether-
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360052744534-How-do-TraceTogether-and-SafeEntry-work-together-Is-SafeEntry-still-required-since-there-is-TraceTogether-
https://www.tracetogether.gov.sg/common/privacystatement
https://www.tracetogether.gov.sg/common/privacystatement
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360043735693-What-data-is-collected-Are-you-able-to-see-my-personal-data-
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360043735693-What-data-is-collected-Are-you-able-to-see-my-personal-data-
https://support.tracetogether.gov.sg/hc/en-sg/articles/360043735693-What-data-is-collected-Are-you-able-to-see-my-personal-data-
https://www.unicef.org/indonesia/press-releases/indonesia-receives-first-shipment-11-million-covid-19-vaccines-doses-through-covax
https://www.unicef.org/indonesia/press-releases/indonesia-receives-first-shipment-11-million-covid-19-vaccines-doses-through-covax
https://www.unicef.org/indonesia/press-releases/indonesia-receives-first-shipment-11-million-covid-19-vaccines-doses-through-covax
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1078812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1078812
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/everyone-included-covid-19.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/everyone-included-covid-19.html
https://www.undp-capacitydevelopment-health.org/en/legal-and-policy/key-populations/
https://www.undp-capacitydevelopment-health.org/en/legal-and-policy/key-populations/
https://philippines.unfpa.org/en/node/15309
https://philippines.unfpa.org/en/node/15309
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance-in-malaysia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance-in-malaysia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/cz/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2020/04/UNHCR-Legal-Considerations-on-Access-to-Territory-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic-March-2020.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/cz/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2020/04/UNHCR-Legal-Considerations-on-Access-to-Territory-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic-March-2020.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/cz/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2020/04/UNHCR-Legal-Considerations-on-Access-to-Territory-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic-March-2020.pdf
https://ldfebui.org/penelitian/ringkasan-penelitian/inequitable-impact-of-covid-19-in-indonesia-evidence-and-policy-response/
https://ldfebui.org/penelitian/ringkasan-penelitian/inequitable-impact-of-covid-19-in-indonesia-evidence-and-policy-response/
https://ldfebui.org/penelitian/ringkasan-penelitian/inequitable-impact-of-covid-19-in-indonesia-evidence-and-policy-response/
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/siracusaprinciples.html
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/siracusaprinciples.html
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/sri-lanka/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/sri-lanka/


58The Securitisation of COVID-19 Health Protocols Policing the Vulnerable, Infringing Their Rights

Valente (2020), ‘Duterte signs measure on special powers into law’, 
The Manila Times, at: https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/03/25/news/
headlines/duterte-signs-measure-on-special-powers-into-law/706195/

Vallejo & Ong (2020), ‘Policy responses and government science advice 
for the COVID 19 pandemic in the Philippines: January to April 2020’, 
ScienceDirect, at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S2590061720300521

Wahab (2020), ‘The outbreak of Covid-19 in Malaysia: Pushing migrant 
workers at the margin’, ScienceDirect, at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/pii/S2590291120300620

Westcott (2021), ‘China and Russia want to vaccinate the developing world 
before the West. It’s brought them closer than ever’, CNN, at: https://
edition.cnn.com/2021/05/11/china/china-russia-covid-vaccine-dst-intl-
hnk/index.html

WHO (2020), ‘Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Situation Report 1: 
Philippines’, at: https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---
documents/countries/philippines/emergencies/covid-19/who-phl-sitrep-1-
covid-19-9mar2020.pdf?sfvrsn=2553985a_2

WHO (2020), ‘Public health surveillance for COVID-19’, at: https://
apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/337897/WHO-2019-nCoV-
SurveillanceGuidance-2020.8-eng.pdf

WHO (2020), ‘Rolling updates on coronavirus disease (COVID-19)’, at: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/
events-as-they-happen

WHO (2020), ‘Statement on the second meeting of the International 
Health Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak 
of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)’, at: https://www.who.int/news/item/30-
01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-
regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-
novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)

WHO (2021), ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard’, at: https://covid19.who.
int/

Wilson (2020), ‘Covid-19, inequality and Jakarta’s urban poor: 
resilient, but at great risk’, The University of Melbourne, at: https://
indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/covid-19-inequality-and-jakartas-
urban-poor-resilient-but-at-great-risk/

Wira (2020), ‘What to know before using PeduliLindungi surveillance 
app, according to cybersecurity expert’, The Jakarta Post, at: https://
www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/04/21/what-to-know-before-using-
pedulilindungi-surveillance-app-according-to-cybersecurity-expert.html

Witharana (2020), ‘Quarantine Law: An array of powers for public 
health and safety’, Daily News, at: https://www.dailynews.lk/2020/03/30/
features/215395/quarantine-law-array-powers-public-health-and-safety

Wong (2021), ‘8 Britons who breached Covid-19 measures on yacht off 
Lazarus Island banned from working in S’pore’, The Straits Times, at: 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/eight-britons-who-
breached-covid-19-measures-on-yacht-fined-3000-each

Wong (2020), ‘All foreign workers have to download and activate 
TraceTogether app by June 19: MOM’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/all-foreign-workers-have-to-download-and-
activate-tracetogether-app-by-june-19-mom

Wong (2020), ‘Coronavirus: More maids running away during circuit 
breaker, say advocacy groups’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-more-maids-running-away-
during-circuit-breaker-say-advocacy-groups

Wong (2021), ‘Budget debate: Contact tracing process shortened with 
almost 90% of S’pore residents using TraceTogether’, The Straits Times, at: 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/almost-90-per-cent-of-
residents-on-tracetogether-programme

Wong (2021), ‘PSP weighs in on debate over use of contact tracing data’, 
The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/psp-
weighs-in-on-debate-over-use-of-contact-tracing-data

World Directory of Minorities and Indigenous Peoples (2018), ‘Tamils’, 
Minority Rights Group International, at: https://minorityrights.org/
minorities/tamils/

World Prison Brief (2020), ‘Sri Lanka’, at: https://www.prisonstudies.org/
country/sri-lanka

Worldometers (2021), ‘Philippines’, at: https://www.worldometers.info/
coronavirus/country/philippines/

Xinhua (2021), ‘Over 500,000 people vaccinated against COVID-19 
in Sri Lanka’, at: http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-
03/02/c_139778159.htm

Xinhua (2020), ‘Over 60,000 arrested in Sri Lanka for violating COVID-19 
curfew’, at: http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/20/c_139072700.
htm

Xinhua (2020), ‘Philippines extends state of calamity for one year 
amid COVID-19 spread’, at: http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-
09/18/c_139379256.htm

Xinhua (2020), ‘Sri Lanka to use drones to monitor areas isolated from 
COVID-19’, at: http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2020-
11/13/c_139513930.htm

Yeo & Sim (2021), ‘No end in sight to long, painful wait for reunion across 
the Causeway’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
singapore/no-end-in-sight-to-long-painful-wait-for-reunion-across-the-
causeway

Yong (2020), ‘Singapore hotel employee on his life as a safe distancing 
ambassador’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/
singapore/my-life-as-a-safe-distancing-ambassador

Yulisman (2020), ‘Mother and daughter test positive for coronavirus 
in Indonesia, first confirmed cases in the country’, The Straits Times, 
at: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-confirms-two-
coronavirus-cases-president

Zainul (2020), ‘Disinformation and xenophobia target Malaysia’s Rohingya’, 
East Asia Forum, at: https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/11/
disinformation-and-xenophobia-target-malaysias-rohingya/

Zhang (2020), ‘Phase 2 of Singapore’s reopening: What you can do from 
June 19’, The Straits Times, at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/
what-you-can-do-from-june-19-when-singapore-goes-into-phase-2-of-
reopening

Zhao (2021), ‘Commentary: Has China’s vaccine diplomacy worked in 
unexpected areas?’, CNA, at: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/
commentary/china-vaccine-sinovac-sinopharm-moderna-pfizer-europe-
us-covid-14719554

https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/03/25/news/headlines/duterte-signs-measure-on-special-powers-into-law/706195/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/03/25/news/headlines/duterte-signs-measure-on-special-powers-into-law/706195/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590061720300521
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590061720300521
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300620
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300620
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/11/china/china-russia-covid-vaccine-dst-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/11/china/china-russia-covid-vaccine-dst-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/11/china/china-russia-covid-vaccine-dst-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/countries/philippines/emergencies/covid-19/who-phl-sitrep-1-covid-19-9mar2020.pdf?sfvrsn=2553985a_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/countries/philippines/emergencies/covid-19/who-phl-sitrep-1-covid-19-9mar2020.pdf?sfvrsn=2553985a_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/countries/philippines/emergencies/covid-19/who-phl-sitrep-1-covid-19-9mar2020.pdf?sfvrsn=2553985a_2
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/337897/WHO-2019-nCoV-SurveillanceGuidance-2020.8-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/337897/WHO-2019-nCoV-SurveillanceGuidance-2020.8-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/337897/WHO-2019-nCoV-SurveillanceGuidance-2020.8-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/covid-19-inequality-and-jakartas-urban-poor-resilient-but-at-great-risk/
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/covid-19-inequality-and-jakartas-urban-poor-resilient-but-at-great-risk/
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/covid-19-inequality-and-jakartas-urban-poor-resilient-but-at-great-risk/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/04/21/what-to-know-before-using-pedulilindungi-surveillance-app-according-to-cybersecurity-expert.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/04/21/what-to-know-before-using-pedulilindungi-surveillance-app-according-to-cybersecurity-expert.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/04/21/what-to-know-before-using-pedulilindungi-surveillance-app-according-to-cybersecurity-expert.html
https://www.dailynews.lk/2020/03/30/features/215395/quarantine-law-array-powers-public-health-and-safety
https://www.dailynews.lk/2020/03/30/features/215395/quarantine-law-array-powers-public-health-and-safety
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/eight-britons-who-breached-covid-19-measures-on-yacht-fined-3000-each
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/eight-britons-who-breached-covid-19-measures-on-yacht-fined-3000-each
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/all-foreign-workers-have-to-download-and-activate-tracetogether-app-by-june-19-mom
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/all-foreign-workers-have-to-download-and-activate-tracetogether-app-by-june-19-mom
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/all-foreign-workers-have-to-download-and-activate-tracetogether-app-by-june-19-mom
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-more-maids-running-away-during-circuit-breaker-say-advocacy-groups
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-more-maids-running-away-during-circuit-breaker-say-advocacy-groups
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/coronavirus-more-maids-running-away-during-circuit-breaker-say-advocacy-groups
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/almost-90-per-cent-of-residents-on-tracetogether-programme
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/almost-90-per-cent-of-residents-on-tracetogether-programme
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/psp-weighs-in-on-debate-over-use-of-contact-tracing-data
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/psp-weighs-in-on-debate-over-use-of-contact-tracing-data
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/tamils/
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/tamils/
https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/sri-lanka
https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/sri-lanka
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/philippines/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/philippines/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-03/02/c_139778159.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-03/02/c_139778159.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/20/c_139072700.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/20/c_139072700.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/18/c_139379256.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/18/c_139379256.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2020-11/13/c_139513930.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2020-11/13/c_139513930.htm
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/no-end-in-sight-to-long-painful-wait-for-reunion-across-the-causeway
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/no-end-in-sight-to-long-painful-wait-for-reunion-across-the-causeway
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/no-end-in-sight-to-long-painful-wait-for-reunion-across-the-causeway
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/my-life-as-a-safe-distancing-ambassador
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/my-life-as-a-safe-distancing-ambassador
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-confirms-two-coronavirus-cases-president
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-confirms-two-coronavirus-cases-president
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/11/disinformation-and-xenophobia-target-malaysias-rohingya/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/11/disinformation-and-xenophobia-target-malaysias-rohingya/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/what-you-can-do-from-june-19-when-singapore-goes-into-phase-2-of-reopening
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/what-you-can-do-from-june-19-when-singapore-goes-into-phase-2-of-reopening
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/what-you-can-do-from-june-19-when-singapore-goes-into-phase-2-of-reopening
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/china-vaccine-sinovac-sinopharm-moderna-pfizer-europe-us-covid-14719554
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/china-vaccine-sinovac-sinopharm-moderna-pfizer-europe-us-covid-14719554
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/china-vaccine-sinovac-sinopharm-moderna-pfizer-europe-us-covid-14719554

