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RUSSIAN GRAND 
STRATEGY AND THE ASIA 
PACIFIC: 
WHAT ROLE FOR ASEAN? 
As the Asia-Pacific century unfolds, Russia emerges as a global power broker in this multi-polar order. Russia 
eagerly distances itself from the post-Cold War, unipolar order in which it appeared as a freshman on the world 
stage that played second fiddle to the United States. Russia’s reassertion of a primary role in world affairs, 
reminiscent of its long great power past, has been accompanied by imperial fatigue in the United States, the 
imperious rise of China and of emerging regional powers such as India and Brazil.  Whereas its western and 
southwestern flanks have been the focal points of its activism in world politics, what is Russia’s strategy in the 
Asia Pacific? 
What is the place of Southeast Asia in Russian foreign policy? 
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Dr Peter Shearman was Founder and Director of the 

MA in International Relations Programme at the 

University of Melbourne before relocating to 

Bangkok, where he has been Senior Fellow at the 

Institute of International and Security Studies at 
Chulalongkorn University.  He has written or edited 7 

books and published over 60 articles and book 

chapters on international security, superpower 
conflict, and Russian foreign policy. His most recent 
book, Rethinking Soviet Communism, was 
published by Palgrave/Macmillan in 2015.

Dr. Pavel Slutsky is an associate professor at the 

faculty of Communication Arts, Chulalongkorn 

University (Bangkok). He received his PhD in Political 
Science in 2008 from St. Petersburg State University, 
Russia. He is the Secretary General and a member of 
advisory boards of the Global Communication 

Institute (Germany) and of Strategic Management 
Programme in Global Communications at Ramon 

Llull University (Spain).

Dr. Takashi Tsukamoto has a BA in Politics from the 

School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London and a PhD in Political Science and 

International Relations from the Australian National 
University. He is currently teaching at the Faculty of 
Political Science, Thammasat University.   
Takashi's current research focuses on the contesting 

forces of nationalisms and national identities in the 

Asia-Pacific region.  

H.E. Ambassador Kirill Barsky is Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Kingdom of 
Thailand. The Ambassador is also Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP) 

in Bangkok. H.E. Ambassador Barsky has a Ph.D. in 

history and is the  author of numerous articles on China's 
history, culture, domestic and foreign policy, security in 

the Asia-Pacific region, history of Russian diplomacy as 
well as several books of poetry and short stories. 

Moderator

Alexandra Demetrianova is a freelance journalist from Slovakia 

based in Bangkok since September 2010. As a former Slovak 

Radio Southeast Asia correspondent, she has focused her work 

on human rights, environment, sustainable development and in 

recent years also LGBT and women’s rights. Her coverage in 

Africa included female genital mutilation and indigenous people. 
Currently, she writes for Asian Correspondent and an array of 
Slovak and international media titles. She has co-founded and is 
an editor of Hummingbird Media – web media for alternative 

journalism focused mainly on the Global South. 
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